
 

 

 
 

Date: January 10, 2024 
 

To: Local Educational Agency Leads  
 

Route To: ESEA Directors, Directors of Special Education, School Business Administrators, Staff Involved with 
ESSER Funds 

 

From: Kathy Ehling, Assistant Commissioner  
 Division of Educational Services 
 

 Jorden Schiff, Ed.D., Assistant Commissioner 
 Division of Teaching and Learning Services 

 
United States Department of Education Approves New Jersey’s Amendments to the 

American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary Schools Emergency Relief State Plan 
 
The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) is pleased to announce the United States Department of 
Education’s (USED) approval of amendments to New Jersey’s American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary 
Schools Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER) State Plan. Information regarding the amendment process can be found in 
the October 2023 broadcast memorandum.    
 
Background  
The ARP Act provided $122 billion in ESSER funds to states and local education agencies (LEAs) to help safely 
reopen, sustain the safe operation of schools, and address the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the nation’s 
students. New Jersey’s ARP ESSER State Plan was first approved by USED in August 2021.  
 
In addition to the entitlement allocations to LEAs, the NJDOE used State set-aside funds for four additional ARP 
ESSER subgrants:  
 

•  Accelerated Learning Coaching and Educator Support Grant;  
•  Evidence-Based Summer Learning and Enrichment Activities Grant;  
•  Evidence-Based Comprehensive Beyond the School Day Activities Grant; and,  
•  New Jersey Tiered System of Supports (NJTSS) Mental Health Support Staffing Grant.  

 
Approved Changes  
The amendments recently approved by USED expand the allowable uses for each of the four subgrants listed 
above. For example, LEAs may now use the NJTSS Mental Health Support Staffing Grant for Tier I support and 
services (in addition to Tier II and III interventions) as well as professional learning (in addition to hiring or 
contracting staff) within the NJTSS framework. LEAs may also use the Learning Acceleration, Summer Learning, 
and Comprehensive Beyond the School Day Grants to fund high-impact tutoring and to scale effective high-impact 
tutoring programs. The NJDOE replaced the name “Accelerated Learning Coach and Educator Support” with 
“Learning Acceleration Student and Educator Supports” Grant to signal the addition of direct student supports as 
an allowable use for this subgrant. More information on the expanded allowable uses can be found in the NJDOE’s 
ARP ESSER website. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/broadcasts/2023/oct/4/NJDOEInvitesPublicCommentonanAmendmenttoIncreaseFlexibilitytotheARPESSERStatePlan.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/esser/arp/


 

 

 

 
Resources to Support LEAs Spending of ESSER Funds  
The NJDOE recognizes that because of the expansion of allowable uses for the ARP ESSER subgrants, and the 
evolving needs of students and communities, LEAs may need to amend ARP 
ESSER spending plans. As a reminder, the NJDOE has created resources for 
LEAs and school staff who are involved in the reporting, filing, and spending 
of ESSER funding. These resources can be found on the Review. Amend. 
Spend. Webpage. 
 
Contact Information  
For general ESSER information and resources, please see the ESSER webpage, and for questions please contact 
esser@doe.nj.gov.  

 
c:    Members, State Board of Education  
      NJDOE Staff  
   Statewide Parent Advocacy Network  
  Garden State Coalition of Schools  
  NJ LEE Group 

http://www.nj.gov/education/esser/reviewamendspend/index.shtml
http://www.nj.gov/education/esser/reviewamendspend/index.shtml
https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.gov.mcas.ms%2Feducation%2Fesser%2F%3FMcasTsid%3D15600&McasCSRF=a5edff75c1224645e5925e814dd20f537360e031efc55e2074cb13417d3dee38
mailto:esser@doe.nj.gov

