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NJDOE Superintendents Briefing
October 29, 2026
Last week at NJSBA, I had the opportunity to share where we are headed as a state and, just as importantly, what I have learned from all of you since stepping into this role. One of the messages I most wanted to convey at NJSBA was that we are not starting from scratch. There is extraordinary work already happening across New Jersey, and I was grateful to be joined by five superintendents who helped bring that point to life.
Thank you to Dr. Al Lewis of Glassboro, Silvia Abbato of Union City, Dr. Jared Rumage of Red Bank Borough, Gwen Herman of Quinton Township, and Dr. Gerald Fitzhugh of Orange Public Schools for sharing their work so candidly with colleagues from across the state. Together, they highlighted what our priorities can look like in practice: expanding high-quality, inclusive preschool; building stronger school and community partnerships to support students' mental health and well-being; strengthening community schools and inclusive practices; using evidence-based literacy instruction and data to improve Tier 1 teaching; building partnerships that strengthen teacher preparation; and expanding CTE, dual enrollment, and work-based learning opportunities.
While these districts communities, challenges, and strategies were different, across the conversation, common conditions for success emerged: strong leadership, talented staff, meaningful partnerships, board support, thoughtful use of resources, and a willingness to keep improving when the work gets difficult. That is exactly why sharing bright spots matters. The goal is not to prescribe one model for every district. It is to identify where New Jersey educators are getting results, understand what made that work possible, and give other leaders practical ideas they can adapt to the needs of their own students and communities.
I want these briefings to continue that same conversation. We will share what we are learning, be transparent about the work ahead, and look for more opportunities to elevate promising practices from across New Jersey. Thank you, as always, for your leadership, your candor, and your partnership on behalf of New Jersey's students.
Note: This briefing highlights selected updates, resources, deadlines, and actions during the October Superintendent Briefing. It is intended as a high-level summary and is not a comprehensive account of all NJDOE broadcasts, guidance documents, reporting requirements, deadlines, or district responsibilities. Districts should continue to review NJDOE broadcasts, Homeroom notifications, and official communication for complete information and applicable requirements.
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New Jersey Department of Education
1. Celebration: State Teacher of the Year and New Jersey Milken Educator Award
Key Reminders: Teacher Recognition
Hannah Olmo, a dance teacher at Dover High School in the Dover School District, Morris County, was named the 2026-2027 New Jersey State Teacher of the Year
Katherine Delvaux, a first-grade ESL teacher at Carroll Robbins Elementary School in the Trenton School District, is New Jersey’s 2026 Milken Educator Award honoree.
Related press releases and resources:
Morris County Educator Named 2026-2027 New Jersey State Teacher of the Year
Milken National Educator Awards webpage
2. Early Excellence
Key Reminders: New Jersey Student Learning Standards
The State Board of Education adopted the revised New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards (NJPTLS) and New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) in Visual and Performing Arts and World Languages on October 7, 2026. Districts must implement them by the start of the 2028–2029 school year.
Plan for different levels of change. Visual and Performing Arts and World Languages largely retain existing expectations, while preschool calls for a more substantial review of learning outcomes, teaching practices, and alignment with K–12.
The Department plans to provide webinars, implementation guides, learning progression resources, sample pacing and mapping tools, technical assistance opportunities, and other companion resources.
Superintendent Actions
Required for all LEAs: Implement revised NJSLS by the 2028–2029 school year.
Related resources: 
October 7 State Board of Education Agenda (Resolution to Adopt the New Jersey Student Learning Standards)

3. Student Supports
Key Reminders: Mental Health Resources
Connect device policies to your broader school climate work. As you implement bell-to-bell policies prohibiting students’ non-academic use of personal internet-enabled devices, use the new NJ SCI brief on cell phone policies and school climate to consider how device policies can support broader efforts to strengthen student engagement, relationships, belonging, and school climate, and how implementation choices can affect those outcomes.
Share Growing Up Online: Impact on Student Mental Health with school leaders, boards, staff, and families as a resource for broader conversations about screen time, online experiences, and student mental health. 
NJ4S provides free school-based mental health, wellness, prevention, and eligible clinical supports. Confirm your designated NJ4S representative and make sure eligible schools serving grades 6–12 are connected and registered.
Bright Spot: Cell Phone Ban
Princeton Public Schools
Cherry Hill Public Schools
Superintendent Actions
Optional actions: 
Share mental health resources with your students, staff, parents and guardians.
Complete the UPenn Screens in Schools Survey and share with educators and students (five minutes)
Complete the NJ4S User Contact Survey.
Related press releases and resources:
Governor Sherrill Highlights Positive Impact of New Jersey’s School Cell Phone Ban Press Release
Governor Sherrill Highlights Mental Health Resources as New Jersey Students Head Back to School Press Release
S4413/A5253 Establishes School-based Partnerships for Access and Resilience for Kids (SPARK) program in DCF
NJDOE Mental Health webpage
Growing Up Online: Impact on Student Mental Health
NJ Cell Phone Policies and School Climate
New Jersey Statewide Student Support Services (NJ4S)

4. Inspired Instruction 
Key Reminders: Assessment
Fall block testing: NJSLA-A will be administered in person November 30–December 16, 2026. Order paper-based materials November 2–December 9; early orders are expected around November 20. See the Fall 2026 Administration Key Dates for preparation and closeout deadlines.
Full testing and results calendar: Download the Resource for the 2026-2027 Sample Template for Parental Notification of Standardized Assessments from the NJDOE Assessment homepage for testing windows and known results-release dates.
Recorded training: Share the NJGPA-A and NJSLA CRS Training Webinar with staff who access and review assessment results. The Reporting Timelines slide overview is on Slide #19 at 19:45.
Superintendent Actions
Required for all LEAs serving high school: NJGPA-A activities as outlined on the Fall 2026 Administration Key Dates table.
Related broadcast:
Fall Block 2026 New Jersey Student Learning Assessment-Adaptive (NJSLA-A) Key Dates and Information Broadcast
5. Future Pathways
Key Reminders: Career and Technical Education Scholar Award Program
Recognize CTE students. LEAs with Department-approved CTE programs of study may nominate eligible students for this optional State-sponsored award recognizing academic, leadership, and technical accomplishments, including industry credentials, college credit, work-based learning, and Career and Technical Student Organization participation.
Applications open in NJDOE Homeroom February 3, 2027, at the start of CTE Month, and are due March 3, 2027. Review the submission guide and FAQs on the CTE Scholar Award Program webpage, identify eligible students, organize supporting documents, and begin the CTE SAP Data Spreadsheet Template. 
Information sessions are February 17-18, 2027. Students will be recognized in May 2027.
Superintendent Actions
Optional for LEAs with approved career and technical education programs: Review submission guide and FAQs on CTE Scholar Award Program webpage to prepare for application submission.
Related broadcast and resources: 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Scholar Awards Program Broadcast

6. Strategic Enablers
Key Reminders: School Funding Engagement 
NJDOE is continuing to engage communities across New Jersey through forums, roundtables, county superintendent meetings, and partnerships with education and community organizations to understand what is working in our school funding system and where there are opportunities for improvement. We are grateful to the many who have participated so far. Additional engagement opportunities are being added on a rolling basis.
We also have developed a school funding survey to obtain feedback on the New Jersey school funding system. 
Superintendent Actions
Optional actions: 
Share the New Jersey School Funding Survey with Your School Community Broadcast
Subscribe to our NJ School Funding Outreach newsletter.
Register for November 4, 6 p.m. School Funding Community Roundtable (Salem)
Register for November 5, 6 p.m. School Funding Regional Public Forum (Virtual)
Register for November 9, 6 p.m. School Funding Regional Public Forum (Monmouth)
Register for November 12, 6 p.m. School Funding Regional Public Forum (Virtual)
Register for November 16, 6 p.m. School Funding Community Roundtable (Burlington)
Related Resource:
New Jersey School Funding Outreach Newsletters
Key Reminders: New Jersey Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System (NJSLEDS) Performance Reports
NJSLEDS Performance Reports Submission opened on October 16, 2026.
Data collected will populate the narrative section of the school-level and district-level School Performance Reports for the 2025-26 school year.
Social media contact information (Facebook, Instagram, and X) is collected through the CDS system. Send forms directly to cdshelp@doe.nj.gov if your district only needs to update the social media field.
Superintendent Actions
Required for all LEAs: Submit school- and district-level reports by November 20, 2026 at 5 p.m.
Recommendation for All LEAs: Review the Narrative Preview report to make sure all information is accurate for each school and district.
Recommended for LEAs with schools that had 10% or more students chronically absent during the 2024-25 school year: Complete the “Attendance” Special Topic field in the submission.
Related broadcast and resources: 
Action Required: Complete NJSLEDS Performance Reports Submission Broadcast
NJSLEDS Performance Report User Resources
7. Additional Broadcasts and Resources
New Jersey Department of Health Measles Preparedness for Schools
Release of 2026-2027 Chapter 44 Software Application 
Title I, Part A Parent and Family Engagement Online Learning Resource Materials
2026-2027 Charter School Enrollment System Session 1 Enrollment Count
2026-2027 WIDA ACCESS Assessment Administration Key Dates and Information
Release of 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Audit Summary Application (AudSum)
IDEA-B State Fiscal Year 2026 Final Report - Timelines and Information
Public Comment Opportunity - Special Education Transportation Task Force
Fiscal Year 2026 Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Final Expenditure Reports Broadcast
2027-2028 Debt Service Data Collection - Reporting Requirements Broadcast
Call for Presentation Proposals: 2nd Annual Autism in Education Virtual Conference 2027
Submission of NJQSAC District Performance Review Documents to Homeroom
8. Upcoming Deadlines
Important: The deadlines below highlight major upcoming due dates discussed during the briefing and are not a comprehensive list of all state, federal, programmatic, or reporting requirements.
An asterisk (*) denotes that this was added after the September Superintendent Briefing.
	Due Date
	Action 
	Who Does This Apply To

	*October 30
	Submit all FY 2026 Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) final expenditure reports.
	LEAs who receive ESEA funding

	*October 30
	Submit debt service data and certify via the web application.
	LEAs with debt service

	*October 30
	Complete and submit a final report of expenditures for IDEA-B funds.
	LEAs and state agencies that obligated and expended IDEA-B funds during the 2025-26 school year.

	November 9
	Distribute NJSLA-A and NJSLA-S ISRs to parents and guardians.
	All LEAs

	November 11
	Nominate teachers and educational services professionals.
	All LEAs

	November 13
	Submit the 2026-27 Beginning-of-Year universal literacy screener data. 
	LEAs serving K–3 students

	November 15
	Projected enrollments for 2027-2028 preschool enrollment due
	LEAs serving preschool students

	*November 20 at 5 p.m.
	Submit the NJSLEDS Performance Report.
	All LEAs

	*November 24 by 12 p.m.
	Submit the Preschool Expansion Funding application.
	LEAs that offer full-day kindergarten and do not currently receive preschool education aid

	December 4
	School must register the nominated educator in the online registration system.
	All LEAs

	*December 5
	Certify audited fiscal year 2026 AUDSUM data.
	All LEAs

	December 8
	Report NJSLA-A and NJSLA-S statewide assessment results to your school board.
	All LEAs

	December 23
	Window closes for Dynamic Learning Maps instructionally embedded assessments
	All LEAs

	*December 30
	Submit Chapter 44 data.
	All LEAs


9. Superintendent Action Checklist
Note: This checklist is intended as a planning tool and summary of key discussion points from the briefing. It should not be interpreted as a complete list of district obligations, reporting requirements, or compliance activities.
Share the New Jersey School Funding Survey with families, students, educators, and community members.
Join the school funding conversation at a Regional Public Forum, Community Roundtable, or County Superintendent Roundtable. 
Share available mental health resources with students, staff, parents, and guardians, as appropriate.
For districts with approved CTE programs: Review the CTE Scholar Award submission materials and prepare for the February 2027 application window.
Complete the UPenn Screens in Schools survey and share it with educators and students.
image2.png




