Early Childhood Development and Services
Career Cluster®: Human Services
Pathway: Early Childhood Development & Services Pathway
CIP Codes: Child Development (19.0706)     Child Care Provider/Assistant (19.0709)
Child Care and Support Services Management (19.0708)   Developmental Services Worker (19.0710)

	Description/Overview

	The Early Childhood Development and Services curricula program of study model has been designed with four interactive courses including a capstone course, which provides exploration and hands-on practice in the field of child development and child care services. Students will acquire a thorough understanding of the physical and biological development, cognitive development, creative and executive functioning, fine and gross motor skills and diverse environments of children. Students understand how to care and respond to the physical, emotional, mental, health and behavioral changes, which occur during the various developmental stages of early childhood (e.g., infancy, toddler and preschool).  
Students research and explore contemporary issues related to social-emotional development, cross-cultural awareness, linguistics, and emerging issues in family/parenting styles. Students will explore the importance of developmentally appropriate practice (DAP), sensory and nuero-development, and brain research in the field. Students will acquire fundamental observation skills, investigate theoretical research and acquire hands-on experience in the practice. Students will understand the importance of the early child care profession and how it can assist children, parents and families. 
Students will be introduced to the wide range of opportunities in child development, the integration of technology and the establishment of the early child care system in the United States and globally. This program of study aligns to postsecondary credit and the Child Development and Associate (CDA) credential.
Instructional pedagogical technique: Students will demonstrate high-order thinking, reasoning, problem solving and perform authentic task aligned to state and national standards. Socratic and didactic instructional practice is used to stimulate critical thinking, experiential learning and student-centered practice through integrated and culminated internships. This course is aligned to New Jersey Common Core State Standards, Common Career Technical Core (CCTC), New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, 21st Century Life and Careers Standards, New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations: Standards of Quality and the Child Development Associate [CDA] standards. 


	

	Course One – Child Care Development
Objective: To enable students to understand the foundational systems corresponding with early child care systems and child development in the United States and globally. 

	Unit and Title
	Essential Questions

	Early Childhood Foundations
	· What elements are foundational to the development of early child care systems?
· What skills and tools are important to enhance understanding young children?
· Why do parents need to equip themselves with knowledge, tools, and skills to guide children’s behavior?  What do these skills look like?
· What is the importance of knowing the female reproductive system, fetus development and the role of genetics in fetal development?  
·  What are the reasons parents need child care? How can parents ensure that their child receives developmentally appropriate, safe and effective care and education?
· How does foundational research by developmental theorist build on the practice of child care systems?


	Development: Birth to Age 8
	· What skills and tools are important to enhance the understanding of children?
· What factors influence the growth and development of the child?
· Why is family involvement an essential component when studying children?
· Why is research by developmental theorist and affiliations with professional organizations vital to supporting the understanding of young children?
· How can professionals use child development milestones ages birth to age 8 to plan developmentally appropriate experiences to enhance the physical, intellectual, social and emotional development?


	Celebrating Diversity
	· How have American immigration patterns affected programs serving families and their children? 
· What ways can students define “diversity” related to promoting family engagement in the early years of the child’s growth and development? 
· What research-based “family and community-friendly” programs exist that can link families and the local community?


	Issues and Trends in Early Child Care Professions
	· How does child care impact and expand awareness of the profession’s organizations, career lattice, and education requirements to other careers? 
· What are the profession’s current strengths and challenges as a lifelong career; what can the student bring to the profession?
· How can students incorporate practical job search preparation to determine how skills, knowledge and abilities can applied within the industry? 


	Technology for Early Learning Environments
	· How does technology affect the child’s development? 
· How can programs serving children best determine what is developmentally appropriate related to the use of technology? 
· What are the ethical and financial considerations for using diverse technology in the child care profession?


	
Course Two – Curriculum: Materials and Methods
Objective: To enable students to understand and apply evidence-based curriculum methods and assessments when working with children.  

	Unit and Title
	Essential Questions

	Understanding Early Childhood Theories and Practices
	· How has the historic provision and study of early childhood learning affected the educational curriculum and learning assessments in the current early childhood education environment?
· How is early learning developed and assessed when incorporating the theoretical principles of developmentally appropriate practices to early childhood programs and environments? 
· How have culture, society and political influences defined the field of early childhood development?
· How have the medical, educational and psychological disciplines led to the current definition of early childhood development?
· Historically, how has the childhood development movement affected the delivery of education to children?
· How do theoretic constructs influence child care programs, development and delivery
· What are some of the current challenges of and trends of providing early child care opportunities in the US and globally.

	How Children Learn
	· How is early learning developed and assessed when incorporating the theoretical principles of developmentally appropriate practices to early childhood programs and environments 
· Why is it important to understand the role of brain development in how children process stimuli to promote learning?
· How do learning theorists classify and describe the periods of intellectual development in children in various life stages and learning environments?
· How does learning through play support the research-based identified learning methods?
· Why is it important to understand multiple intelligence and various learning styles in early childhood development?
· How can an early child care professionals create and support a creative learning environment through understanding, recognizing and providing for the child’s needs as identified by various social scientists?” 
· How do early childhood professionals promote learning readiness and engagement?


	Curriculum Planning & Learning Assessment
	· How can early childhood professionals be sure that they are meeting the unique learning needs of all young children in the diverse learning environments of early child education?
·  What skills and abilities are needed to become a professional educator in the early childhood learning environment?
· How can the early professional assess a young child’s developmental milestones in order to provide needed interventions and supports that will promote sequentially appropriate learning opportunities and activities?
· How do early childhood professionals create and deliver developmentally appropriate learning through both play and learning engagement activities that support the diverse needs of all young children that are present in the learning environment?
· Why it is important to create lesson plans to ensure that all learning activities provided in all the unique areas of the early childhood classroom are supporting the learning needs and goals of young child?
· How can an early childhood educator adjust the lesson plan to meet the unique needs of a child in the learning environment?”
· Why is it important that all early childhood professionals maintain a professional portfolio that demonstrates their knowledge, experiences, and accomplishments as the advance through the registry levels in the field?
· What are the benefits, challenges and concerns associated with the use of technology to support both the early childhood 	educator and the young children in the classroom?

	Exploring the Roles of Parents and Families in Learning 
	· How can family structures and dynamics affect the development of the young child?
· How has the concept and make up of a FAMILY changed across cultures and time?
· How does parenting styles affect early childhood learning?
· How do positive or negative events in the family affect the young child’s behavior and engagement in the early childhood environment?
· Why should assessments of young children include physical, cognitive, social and emotional development?
· How can effective guidance assist a young child from a dysfunctional family achieve the developmentally appropriate benchmarks for future success in family, community and school?
· How have technology advances changed the ways that children and families learn in the 21st Century

	Course Three – Children’s Health and Wellbeing
Objective: To enable students to develop strategies for managing and supporting a healthy and safe learning environment for young learners.

	Unit and Title
	Essential Questions

	Defining Children’s Health Issues     
	· How can a young child’s health and wellbeing be protected, maintained and improved in the early learning environment?
· Why is it important to identify childhood illness in the learning environment?
· How can an early childhood educator help prevent the spread of illness in the early childhood learning environment?
· What are the recommendations and regulations that ensure that the early childhood learning environment is sanitary at all times?

	Sensory Integration and Processing Disorders
	· How do sensory integration dysfunctions develop and how can the early childhood professional intervene to promote age appropriate development and learning? 
· How does a nurturing environment stimulate and support the learning needs of young children?
· What is sensory integration and how does it support learning in young children?
· How do sensory processing dysfunctions (SPD) develop and how can the early education professional intervene to promote age appropriate development and learning? 
· What are the appropriate interventions and/or therapies for young learner with sensory integration dysfunctions?



	Supporting Specials Needs in the Early Childhood Development Classroom
	· How are child dysfunctions identified and supported in the early childhood learning environment?
· How do early childcare professionals develop an individualized education plan [IEP] for young affecting the learning environment?
· Why is it important to recognize and respond to the special needs of young learners in the inclusive classroom?
· What instructional supports are available to promote a young learner’s development in all domains in an inclusive classroom?
· How do OT and PT therapies and recommendations get added to a young learner’s IEP to support all needs of the young learner in an inclusive early childhood classroom?



	Nutrition for Young Children
	· How does a balanced and nutritious diet support and improve growth and development of the young learner?
· Why are well planned and balanced dietary practices, both at home and school, important for a developing young learner?
· How can families meet the developing young learner’s nutritional needs on a limited family budget?
· How does a young child influence the dietary choices and eating patterns of the entire family?
· How can unsafe food handling, storing and handling practices at school or at home impact the health and development of a young child?

	Promoting Childhood Health and Safety
	· How do early childhood and childcare professionals establish and maintain a safe and healthy learning environment for young learners in their facilities? 
· How do safety and sanitation regulations and practices protect young learners in the early childhood classroom
· When and how should an early childhood professional respond to an emergency in the classroom?
· What should an early childhood education professional do when they suspect that a young child is being abused or is at risk for abusive behaviors of others?
· Why is safety considerations important for the selection of age-appropriate materials, toys and equipment for an early childhood learning environment?


	Course Four – Creative Experiences
Objective: To enable students to investigate how the appropriate use of various forms of creative experiences can enhance a young child’s growth and development across all learning domains

	Unit and Title
	Essential Questions

	Understanding Creativity and Learning
	· How does the provision of developmentally appropriate creative activities promote critical thinking, problem solving and brain development in the young child in the classroom?
· How is creativity defined for and assessed in young children?
Why is it important that appropriate creative activities and experiences be introduced and made available as children are developmentally ready for them?
· How can a young child’s growth and development be enhanced through creative thought and expression?
· How does guided play and creative expression assist in both the emotional and academic foundation for creative thinking in young children in the learning classroom?

	Art and Sensory Experiences
	· What are the connections between art and sensory experiences in creating lessons and activities that support developmentally appropriate practice in the early childhood learning classroom?
· How do early experiences with art promote physical, social, emotional and cognitive growth in young learners?
· What are the basic art supplies and activities needed for and used in an early childhood learning classroom?”
· What is the relationship between sensory play and the development of thinking in young children?
· What are the developmental benefits of the seven steps of block-building for young learners?


	Storytelling Experiences 
	· How can the selection of age-appropriate books and the development of storytelling skills help foster a child’s love of reading and increase a child’s vocabulary in developmentally appropriate fashion?
· How do you choose between the four types of children’s books to ensure that story and illustrations are appropriate for the age of the children in the learning classroom?
· How should you choose among the variety of storytelling methods when developing the learning lesson for young children in the learning classroom?
· What techniques contribute to effective storytelling experiences for young children in the classroom?
· How can you evaluate if the storytelling experience met the learning objectives for the lesson plan in the early childhood classroom?

	Guided Play and Puppetry
	· How can developmentally appropriate guided play activities assist young children meet development learning milestones and serve as a means for young children to share and understand their emotions?
· Why is it important to understand the four developmentally appropriate stages of play for young learners?
· How does a young child’s imagination grow and develop through dramatic play activities?
· How does guided play help a young learner express and develop age appropriate emotional responses and share their feelings?
· How can the use of puppet lead stories help meet the developmental and educational needs of each age group of young learners?
· How can the use of appropriately stocked prop-box assist with use socio-dramatic play geared towards achievement of learning lesson objectives for young learners


	Music and Movement
	· What are the challenges with and benefits of guided music and movement activities in the early learning classroom?
· What are the developmental benefits of music and movement experiences in the early learning classroom?
· What are the developmental benefits of music and movement experiences in the early learning classroom?
· How can the early childhood educator facilitate and guide age-appropriate guided music experiences with a learning lesson plan?
· How do music and movement experiences assist in the age appropriate development in all four domains in the early learning classroom?
· How can individual student and group music and movement experiences are integrated into learning lesson plans to support and promote early learning and age-appropriate development needs
· What are the effects on early childhood brain development are supported and promoted through music and movement activities that are included in learning lesson plans?


	Exposing Children to the “Real World”
Field Trip Experiences
	· How can an early childcare professional plan a safe, age-appropriate, and effective learning experience through site field trips and theme walks with young learners?
· Why are field trips and theme walks an important part of the early childhood learning experience?
· What important planning considerations are needed to ensure that a field trip meets the desired learning outcomes and provides for the safety and security needs of young children?”
· How should the early childhood educator assess and address any potential safety conditions or concerns that could affect the overall field trip experience for young children?
· How can theme walks within the community assist young children better understand the world in which they and other people live?
· Why is it important to provide follow-up learning experiences following a theme walk or field trip when working with young children?

	Capstone Course:  Early Childhood Development and Services Internship 
Objective: To enable students to demonstrate theoretical and career applications to real-world situations.

	Unit and Title
	Essential Questions

	Four Components 
1. Childhood Development/Child Care Systems
2. Practical Application in Curriculum 
3. Practical Application in Children’s Health 
4. Practical Application in Creative Learning
(Integrated/Culminated)
	· How can students demonstrate competence related to the ethical and legal standards for childhood development, providers and program planning?
· How can students demonstrate competence in child observations and assessments to promote learning outcomes?
· How can students demonstrate competence in an early child care setting to create an effective safety/health response plan?
· How can students demonstrate competence in the appropriate planning of creative environments, both indoor and outdoor affecting the development of the child?  

	Postsecondary Connections

	A.A.S  Early Childhood Development
A.A.S. Early Childhood Education (Child Care Provider/Assistant)
A.A.S. Preschool Teacher Education
A.A.S. Child Development Specialist

Academic Certificate Programs
Child Care
Child Development Specialist
Early Childhood Development and Services
Child Development/Career Ladder
Infant Toddler Education
Developmental Disabilities 
Educational Interpreter Training

Industry Credentials and Certifications
· American Red Cross Advanced Child Care Certification
· Council for Professional Recognition Childhood Development Associate (CDA) 
· National Early Childhood Program Accreditation Certified Childcare Professional (CCP)


	Teacher Certification Required

	Teacher of Family and Consumer Sciences: Child and Family Development 1706
  

	Training

	Prior to implementing and receiving curriculum, schools are required to attend training provided by the NJDOE.


	Contact Information

	Michele Doughty, DHEd          609-633-3874                 mdoughty@doe.state.nj.us 



