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Question #1: How do school districts address students who transfer in or out of a district? Are we still accountable for this graduation requirement if a student leaves before the end of the school year? 
Response: Each public school district and charter school is required to annually notify students and parents/guardians of this requirement.  Upon release of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and New Jersey Alternative Financial Aid Application (NJAFAA), Local Education Agencies (LEAs) should be as proactive as possible and work with their students who are in their last year of high school to ensure that they meet this requirement.  The date of submission for currently enrolled students must be between the FAFSA/NJAFAA open submission date and before the closing date.  Please see 
New Jersey Financial Aid Deadlines for Academic Year 2026 - 2027 for additional information. 


[bookmark: _Hlk176423793]Question #2: There are four different FAFSA/NJAFAA status outcomes that may be listed for a student: Complete, Incomplete, No Match and Partial Match. What status must a student be in for them to have satisfied this graduation requirement?
Response: The legislation states that, “a board of education or a board of trustees of a charter school shall require a student, and the student’s parent or guardian, if applicable, to complete and submit a financial aid application in a form prescribed by the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority…”  Subsequently, filling out and submitting the form is sufficient. 


Question #3: What is required by the school district to consider a student being compliant with this graduation requirement? Can a school district simply ask a parent (or an 18-year-old student) in a form if they have completed the FAFSA/NJAFAA? 
Response: The guidance referenced in the NJDOE September 10, 2025 broadcast memo          encourages LEA’s to enter into data sharing agreements with the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority (HESAA). If your LEA has an existing agreement with HESAA, it will renew automatically, and no further action is required. LEAs are advised to maintain records for which students fulfill this graduation requirement by completing a financial aid application and which students are waived. Additional information regarding this may be addressed in NJ Statewide Longitudinal Education Data System (NJSLEDS) - the reporting mechanism for LEAs to provide this data to the NJDOE.  



Question #4: Are electronic signatures acceptable on NJ Financial Aid Application Graduation Requirement Waiver Forms?
[bookmark: _Int_15yl6rJc]Response: Yes, they are acceptable. Many school districts already have Policy 9242, Use of Electronic Signatures, in place, which are used for most district forms, such as Genesis. If your school district has that policy, you should follow the procedures within the policy for electronic signatures. 


Question #5: Can Child Study Team case managers for students receiving special education waive the FAFSA/NJAFAA requirement in Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), particularly for students who attend out of district placements?  
Response: No, P.L. 2025, c.95 states that a waiver form can only be completed by a parent or guardian, or a student who is at least 18 years old. The student’s school counselor may authorize the waiver if a student is under 18 years old, and a waiver form cannot be reasonably obtained from the parent or guardian.  


Question #6: Are special education students required to complete the FAFSA/NJAFAA at the year 4 or year 5 mark, since some students stay and participate in educational programs up to 21 years of age?  
Response: Students with IEPs, just like students without IEPs, should complete the FAFSA or NJAFAA during their last year in high school.


Question #7: Are approved private schools for the disabled that receive public school students from a local education agency (LEA) responsible for this graduation requirement?  
Response: No, for a State-endorsed diploma, district boards of education shall develop, adopt, and implement local graduation requirements which includes requiring a student, and the student’s parent or guardian, if applicable, to complete and submit a financial aid application as a prerequisite to the student receiving a high school diploma from a public high school or charter school, unless a waiver is submitted to the school district or charter school. 


Question #8: Is the State offering any school or family training on FAFSA/NJAFAA completion, waivers and the new mandate? 
Response: For additional information regarding the FAFSA, including completion instructions, FAQs, and deadlines, please see HESAA’s FAFSA webpage. For additional information regarding NJAFAA, please see HESAA’s website.




Question #9: P.L. 2025, c.95 amends P.L. 2023, c.295. What are the key changes?

Response: The changes in this bill limits the disclosure of certain education records as outlined  below:  

· [bookmark: _Hlk212136262]A waiver template or form developed by LEAs shall require the student, parent or guardian, or school counselor as applicable, to provide only the student’s name, telephone number, email address, date and signature of the individual submitting the waiver;
· A LEA shall not use, or disclose any waiver or any personal information contained within a waiver without the informed consent of the student or the student’s parent or guardian consistent with applicable federal and State-level protections of student educational records, including, but not limited to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (20 U.S.C. s.1232g); however, nothing in P.L. 2025, c.95 shall be construed to prohibit, or in any way restrict, any action that is consistent with federal law; 
· A LEA that develops and uses a waiver is required to include language consistent with the prohibition on disclosure in a prominent location on the waiver; and 
· Nothing in P.L. 2025, c.95 is to be construed to invalidate a waiver submitted prior to the effective date of July 8, 2025 and that a waiver submitted prior to the effective date is subject to the provisions of the law regarding the prohibition on disclosure.  
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