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[bookmark: _Toc75356382][bookmark: _Toc518022348]Notification of Additional Funding Opportunity
Preschool Education Aid (PEA) 
January 2027-June 2027
[bookmark: _Toc518022351]Lily Laux
Commissioner
[bookmark: _Toc518022352]New Jersey Department of Education
[bookmark: _Toc518022353]Contact:
[bookmark: _Toc518022355]Katrina T. McCombs
 Assistant Commissioner
Division of Early Childhood Services
[bookmark: _Toc518022356][bookmark: _Toc518022357]Contact Number: (609) 376-9077
preschoolfinance@doe.nj.gov
[bookmark: _Toc518022358]Application Due Date:
December 4, 2026
12:00 p.m.
1.1 Purpose of additional funding
This funding supports currently funded PEA districts that are serving less than 90% of their universe that are seeking to expand funded preschool seats beyond what has already been approved by the Department of Education for the 2026 -2027 school year.  To receive additional funding, districts must demonstrate to the Department of Education that any new funding will be used to expand access through mixed delivery preschool partnerships with eligible community-based providers.
Funding is provided from the Fiscal Year 2027 Appropriations Act and $13.2 million is available to be awarded.
Funding will be awarded on a rolling basis until all funding has been awarded. Applications will be accepted until 12:00 pm on December 4, 2026.
Preschool Universe
[bookmark: _Int_rkqOTB0x][bookmark: _Int_b5cY7zzO]N.J.A.C. 6A: 13A, Elements of High-Quality Preschool Programs, defines the preschool universe as all three- and four- year-old general education children eligible for preschool pursuant to the School Funding Reform Act (PL 2007, c. 260). The preschool universe is calculated as twice the number of first-grade enrollments in the LEA’s traditional public school, charter, and renaissance school projects. 
[bookmark: _Toc518022380][bookmark: _Toc75356388]1.1 Eligibility to Apply
Districts projected to serve less than 90% of their universe in the 2026-27 school year are eligible to apply for the additional funding. A list of eligible districts is attached to this document.
1.2 Dissemination of this Notice
[bookmark: _Toc518022381]Through the Division of Early Childhood Services, the Department makes this funding opportunity available to eligible LEAs in the State, as described above in Section 1.1, Eligibility to Apply. Superintendents, School Business Administrators, in eligible LEAs, will receive notification of the availability of funds in correspondence dated November 2, 2026. Copies of this application are available on the Division of Early Childhood Services website or by contacting the Division of Early Childhood Services Finance office at preschoolfiance@doe.nj.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc518022383][bookmark: _Toc75356390]1.3 Proposal Submission.
[bookmark: _Int_Onv61O0S]Applicants must upload required application documents via New Jersey Homeroom no later than 12:00 p.m. on December 4, 2026. If you have any issues submitting via Homeroom, please contact your in-LEA Homeroom administrator. The Department will not accept a late proposal. The responsibility for a timely submission resides with the applicant. The applicant LEA will not be eligible for an award if the application is incomplete or received after the due date.
[bookmark: _Toc518022385][bookmark: _Toc75356392]1.4 Disbursement of Funds
[bookmark: _Int_kCBqNogS]Funding will be disbursed evenly across the LEA’s  January to June state aid payments for FY2027 using 218 as the fund and program codes for PEA. Funding may be expended immediately upon initial disbursement if start-up supplies are needed (furniture, classroom materials, supplies, staff training, etc.). 
Please note that districts first receiving PEA funding in 2025-26 or 2026-27 fiscal years are subject to a local cost share, as required by P.L. 2025, c.100. 
For full-school day programs of at least six (6) hours, per-pupil funding will be provided commensurate with the county rates listed below: 
	Costs of Full-Day Programs 2026-2027
	
	

	County 
	Provider 
	Head Start 

	Atlantic 
	$18,226 
	$10,071 

	Bergen 
	$18,899 
	$10,443 

	Burlington 
	$18,517 
	$10,232 

	Camden 
	$18,365 
	$10,148 

	Cape May 
	$17,729 
	$9,797 

	Cumberland 
	$17,919 
	$9,902 

	Essex 
	$19,249 
	$10,636 

	Gloucester 
	$18,245 
	$10,081 

	Hudson 
	$19,444 
	$10,744 

	Hunterdon 
	$18,961 
	$10,477 

	Mercer 
	$18,967 
	$10,480 

	Middlesex 
	$18,889 
	$10,438 

	Monmouth 
	$18,715 
	$10,341 

	Morris 
	$19,140 
	$10,576 

	Ocean 
	$18,198 
	$10,055 

	Passaic 
	$18,602 
	$10,279 

	Salem 
	$18,245 
	$10,081 

	Somerset 
	$19,471 
	$10,759 

	Sussex 
	$18,564 
	$10,258 

	Union 
	$19,145 
	$10,579 

	Warren 
	$18,164 
	$10,037  



[bookmark: _Toc518022391][bookmark: _Toc75356397]II. Allowable Use of Funds 
PEA funding may only be used to support the cost of serving eligible children in a high-quality preschool program. The eligible population of children is defined as follows:
· General education children who are three-and four-years-old based on the same LEA cut-off date used for kindergarten enrollment; and
· Children who meet residency requirements of the applicant LEA(s). 
[bookmark: _Int_JnIbSudu]PEA funds may be braided with other funding sources but may only be used in accordance with the line items provided in the PEA Budget Workbook. 
[bookmark: _Toc518022392][bookmark: _Int_IuKpsEQi]The total number of children served must increase with these funds. If private child care agencies contract with the LEA to provide a preschool program, they may not increase their profits beyond a maximum of 2.5 percent of the subtotal of the NJDOE funded educational program costs, after the program meets all requirements, including teacher parity.
[bookmark: _Int_nMTX8f65][bookmark: _Int_MdrdIpZ3]Existing special education or federal funding sources used to support preschoolers cannot be supplanted by PEA. The LEA’s share of special education or local funding to support preschoolers with disabilities must be included in the Budget Workbook.
III. Completing the Application
To apply for funds under this program, the application form below needs to be completed, along with a signed letter of intent from each partnering provider. All documents must be returned to the NJDOE via homeroom by the established due date stated in this document.


Preschool Education Aid FY 2027 (PEA) Award Proposal 
Additional Funding Opportunity- Preschool Education Aid (PEA) 2026-2027
LEA Name:	LEA Code: 
County Name:	County Code: 
Address:	City: 
State:	Zip: 
Superintendent Name:
Telephone Number:	Ext: 
Email: 
Primary Contact: 
Telephone Number:	Fax: 
Email:
Business Administrator: 
Telephone Number:	Fax: 
Email: 
Duration of Fiscal Period from (mm/dd format):	to: 
	TOTAL NUMBER OF SEATS REQUESTED
	NAME OF PRIVATE PROVIDER OR HEAD START PROVIDER

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Date of Board Resolution: 
If the Board-Certified Resolution is not submitted, provide the date of expected board resolution: 

Proposal Certification: To the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contained in the proposal is true and correct. The document has been duly authorized by this agency's governing body, and we will comply with the attached assurances if funding is awarded. I further certify that the proposal is complete.
Signature of Chief School Administrator		Print Name
___________________________________________________________________________________


Letter of Intent
Private Provider to Add Seats in 2026-27 School Year


Date: [Insert Date]
To: [Insert Name of Contact Person, Title, School District Name]
Dear [Insert Contact Person Name],
I write to express our formal intent to enter into a collaborative partnership with [School District] for the time period of January 2027 to June 2027 by serving an additional [INSERT NUMBER OF SEATS] seats. Our goal is to support high-quality early childhood education for young learners as outlined in N.J.A.C 6A:13A, Elements of High Quality Preschool Programs.
Sincerely,
[Insert signature]
[Your Name]
[Your Title]
[Your Organization]
[Your Contact Information]


LIST OF ELIGIBILE DISTRICTS
	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:D202]Co
	District_ID
	CONAME
	DISTNAME
	% UNIVERSE PROJECTED TO BE SERVED

	01
	0110
	ATLANTIC
	ATLANTIC CITY
	60%

	01
	1300
	ATLANTIC
	EGG HARBOR CITY
	67%

	01
	1310
	ATLANTIC
	EGG HARBOR TWP
	81%

	01
	1410
	ATLANTIC
	ESTELL MANOR CITY
	74%

	01
	1540
	ATLANTIC
	FOLSOM BORO
	37%

	01
	1690
	ATLANTIC
	GALLOWAY TWP
	63%

	01
	1960
	ATLANTIC
	HAMMONTON TOWN
	67%

	01
	2680
	ATLANTIC
	LINWOOD CITY
	72%

	01
	4180
	ATLANTIC
	PLEASANTVILLE CITY
	68%

	01
	4800
	ATLANTIC
	SOMERS POINT CITY
	74%

	03
	0300
	BERGEN
	BERGENFIELD BORO
	21%

	03
	0740
	BERGEN
	CARLSTADT BORO
	67%

	03
	0890
	BERGEN
	CLIFFSIDE PARK BORO
	16%

	03
	1230
	BERGEN
	EAST RUTHERFORD BORO
	59%

	03
	1370
	BERGEN
	ENGLEWOOD CITY
	85%

	03
	1470
	BERGEN
	FAIRVIEW BORO
	35%

	03
	1700
	BERGEN
	GARFIELD CITY
	76%

	03
	1860
	BERGEN
	HACKENSACK CITY
	56%

	03
	2710
	BERGEN
	LITTLE FERRY BORO
	53%

	03
	2740
	BERGEN
	LODI BOROUGH
	64%

	03
	3350
	BERGEN
	MOONACHIE BORO
	76%

	03
	3600
	BERGEN
	NORTH ARLINGTON BORO
	52%

	03
	3910
	BERGEN
	PALISADES PARK
	81%

	03
	5150
	BERGEN
	TEANECK TWP
	73%

	03
	5830
	BERGEN
	WOOD-RIDGE BORO
	41%

	05
	0380
	BURLINGTON
	BEVERLY CITY
	81%

	05
	0475
	BURLINGTON
	BORDENTOWN REGIONAL
	44%

	05
	0600
	BURLINGTON
	BURLINGTON CITY
	87%

	05
	0620
	BURLINGTON
	BURLINGTON TWP
	56%

	05
	0830
	BURLINGTON
	CHESTERFIELD TWP
	65%

	05
	0840
	BURLINGTON
	CINNAMINSON TWP
	65%

	05
	1250
	BURLINGTON
	EASTAMPTON TWP
	84%

	05
	1280
	BURLINGTON
	EDGEWATER PARK TWP
	71%

	05
	1420
	BURLINGTON
	EVESHAM TWP
	57%

	05
	1520
	BURLINGTON
	FLORENCE TWP
	85%

	05
	1910
	BURLINGTON
	HAINESPORT TWP
	65%

	05
	3010
	BURLINGTON
	MAPLE SHADE TWP
	62%

	05
	3080
	BURLINGTON
	MEDFORD TWP
	72%

	05
	3430
	BURLINGTON
	MOUNT HOLLY TWP
	58%

	05
	3440
	BURLINGTON
	MOUNT LAUREL TWP
	68%

	05
	4450
	BURLINGTON
	RIVERSIDE TWP
	52%

	05
	4460
	BURLINGTON
	RIVERTON
	59%

	05
	4930
	BURLINGTON
	SOUTHAMPTON TWP
	79%

	05
	5130
	BURLINGTON
	TABERNACLE TWP
	56%

	05
	5720
	BURLINGTON
	WESTAMPTON
	79%

	05
	5805
	BURLINGTON
	WILLINGBORO TWP
	78%

	07
	0150
	CAMDEN
	AUDUBON BORO
	60%

	07
	0260
	CAMDEN
	BELLMAWR BORO
	65%

	07
	0330
	CAMDEN
	BERLIN BORO
	79%

	07
	0340
	CAMDEN
	BERLIN TWP
	47%

	07
	0580
	CAMDEN
	BROOKLAWN BORO
	46%

	07
	0680
	CAMDEN
	CAMDEN CITY
	81%

	07
	0800
	CAMDEN
	CHERRY HILL TWP
	54%

	07
	0940
	CAMDEN
	COLLINGSWOOD BORO
	82%

	07
	1780
	CAMDEN
	GLOUCESTER TWP
	34%

	07
	2560
	CAMDEN
	LAWNSIDE BORO
	61%

	07
	2670
	CAMDEN
	LINDENWOLD BORO
	54%

	07
	2890
	CAMDEN
	MAGNOLIA BORO
	62%

	07
	3420
	CAMDEN
	MOUNT EPHRAIM BORO
	78%

	07
	4060
	CAMDEN
	PENNSAUKEN TWP
	25%

	07
	4110
	CAMDEN
	PINE HILL BORO
	32%

	07
	4590
	CAMDEN
	RUNNEMEDE BORO
	69%

	07
	4790
	CAMDEN
	SOMERDALE BORO
	41%

	07
	5400
	CAMDEN
	VOORHEES TWP
	76%

	07
	5560
	CAMDEN
	WATERFORD TWP
	75%

	07
	5820
	CAMDEN
	WINSLOW TWP
	38%

	07
	5900
	CAMDEN
	WOODLYNNE BORO
	51%

	09
	1080
	CAPE MAY
	DENNIS TWP
	80%

	09
	3130
	CAPE MAY
	MIDDLE TWP
	61%

	09
	3780
	CAPE MAY
	OCEAN CITY
	82%

	09
	5340
	CAPE MAY
	UPPER TWP
	28%

	09
	5610
	CAPE MAY
	WEST CAPE MAY BORO
	46%

	09
	5790
	CAPE MAY
	WILDWOOD CITY
	64%

	11
	0540
	CUMBERLAND
	BRIDGETON CITY
	72%

	11
	1120
	CUMBERLAND
	DOWNE TWP
	88%

	11
	1460
	CUMBERLAND
	FAIRFIELD TWP
	84%

	11
	2570
	CUMBERLAND
	LAWRENCE TWP
	60%

	11
	3050
	CUMBERLAND
	MAURICE RIVER TWP
	75%

	11
	5300
	CUMBERLAND
	UPPER DEERFIELD TWP
	89%

	11
	5390
	CUMBERLAND
	VINELAND CITY
	87%

	13
	3880
	ESSEX
	CITY OF ORANGE TWP
	87%

	13
	1210
	ESSEX
	EAST ORANGE
	89%

	13
	2330
	ESSEX
	IRVINGTON TOWNSHIP
	81%

	13
	3310
	ESSEX
	MONTCLAIR TOWN
	48%

	13
	3570
	ESSEX
	NEWARK CITY
	79%

	13
	3750
	ESSEX
	NUTLEY TOWN
	49%

	13
	4900
	ESSEX
	SOUTH ORANGE-MAPLEWOOD
	43%

	13
	5680
	ESSEX
	WEST ORANGE TOWN
	64%

	15
	0860
	GLOUCESTER
	CLAYTON BORO
	70%

	15
	1100
	GLOUCESTER
	DEPTFORD TWP
	83%

	15
	1180
	GLOUCESTER
	EAST GREENWICH TWP
	54%

	15
	1730
	GLOUCESTER
	GLASSBORO
	71%

	15
	1830
	GLOUCESTER
	GREENWICH TWP
	85%

	15
	2750
	GLOUCESTER
	LOGAN TWP
	86%

	15
	2990
	GLOUCESTER
	MANTUA TWP
	81%

	15
	3280
	GLOUCESTER
	MONROE TWP
	45%

	15
	3490
	GLOUCESTER
	NATIONAL PARK BORO
	79%

	15
	4020
	GLOUCESTER
	PAULSBORO BORO
	76%

	15
	5620
	GLOUCESTER
	WEST DEPTFORD TWP
	51%

	15
	5740
	GLOUCESTER
	WESTVILLE BORO
	64%

	15
	5860
	GLOUCESTER
	WOODBURY CITY
	75%

	17
	0220
	HUDSON
	BAYONNE CITY
	87%

	17
	1850
	HUDSON
	GUTTENBERG TOWN
	31%

	17
	2410
	HUDSON
	KEARNY TOWN
	53%

	17
	3610
	HUDSON
	NORTH BERGEN TWP
	49%

	19
	0430
	HUNTERDON
	BLOOMSBURY BORO
	54%

	19
	0910
	HUNTERDON
	CLINTON TOWN
	75%

	19
	0920
	HUNTERDON
	CLINTON TWP
	56%

	19
	1040
	HUNTERDON
	DELAWARE TWP
	48%

	19
	1160
	HUNTERDON
	EAST AMWELL TWP
	85%

	19
	1510
	HUNTERDON
	FLEMINGTON-RARITAN REG
	53%

	19
	1600
	HUNTERDON
	FRANKLIN TWP
	64%

	19
	2140
	HUNTERDON
	HIGH BRIDGE BORO
	66%

	19
	2220
	HUNTERDON
	HOLLAND TWP
	59%

	19
	2450
	HUNTERDON
	KINGWOOD TWP
	39%

	19
	3180
	HUNTERDON
	MILFORD BORO
	65%

	19
	1376
	HUNTERDON
	SOUTH-HUNTERDON
	85%

	19
	5270
	HUNTERDON
	UNION TWP
	86%

	21
	2580
	MERCER
	LAWRENCE TWP
	55%

	21
	4255
	MERCER
	PRINCETON
	45%

	21
	5210
	MERCER
	TRENTON CITY
	70%

	23
	0750
	MIDDLESEX
	CARTERET BORO
	41%

	23
	1140
	MIDDLESEX
	DUNELLEN BORO
	86%

	23
	2150
	MIDDLESEX
	HIGHLAND PARK BORO
	43%

	23
	3140
	MIDDLESEX
	MIDDLESEX BORO
	48%

	23
	3530
	MIDDLESEX
	NEW BRUNSWICK CITY
	80%

	23
	3620
	MIDDLESEX
	NORTH BRUNSWICK TWP
	64%

	23
	4090
	MIDDLESEX
	PERTH AMBOY CITY
	82%

	23
	4130
	MIDDLESEX
	PISCATAWAY TWP
	77%

	23
	4660
	MIDDLESEX
	SAYREVILLE BORO
	84%

	23
	4830
	MIDDLESEX
	SOUTH AMBOY CITY
	87%

	23
	4860
	MIDDLESEX
	SOUTH BRUNSWICK TWP
	58%

	23
	4910
	MIDDLESEX
	SOUTH PLAINFIELD BORO
	45%

	23
	4920
	MIDDLESEX
	SOUTH RIVER BORO
	79%

	25
	0270
	MONMOUTH
	BELMAR BORO
	80%

	25
	1490
	MONMOUTH
	FARMINGDALE BORO
	70%

	25
	1640
	MONMOUTH
	FREEHOLD BORO
	50%

	25
	1456
	MONMOUTH
	HENRY HUDSON REGIONAL
	69%

	25
	2290
	MONMOUTH
	HOWELL TWP
	66%

	25
	2770
	MONMOUTH
	LONG BRANCH CITY
	83%

	25
	3500
	MONMOUTH
	NEPTUNE CITY
	58%

	25
	5310
	MONMOUTH
	UPPER FREEHOLD REGIONAL
	52%

	25
	5640
	MONMOUTH
	WEST LONG BRANCH BORO
	66%

	27
	0450
	MORRIS
	BOONTON TOWN
	83%

	27
	1110
	MORRIS
	DOVER TOWN
	89%

	27
	3240
	MORRIS
	MINE HILL TWP
	59%

	27
	3385
	MORRIS
	MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT
	88%

	27
	5770
	MORRIS
	WHARTON BORO
	51%

	29
	0185
	OCEAN
	BARNEGAT TWP
	82%

	29
	0320
	OCEAN
	BERKELEY TWP
	88%

	29
	0530
	OCEAN
	BRICK TWP
	60%

	29
	2360
	OCEAN
	JACKSON TWP
	60%

	29
	2480
	OCEAN
	LACEY TWP
	71%

	29
	2520
	OCEAN
	LAKEWOOD TWP
	59%

	29
	2940
	OCEAN
	MANCHESTER TWP
	71%

	29
	4210
	OCEAN
	POINT PLEASANT BORO
	31%

	29
	5020
	OCEAN
	STAFFORD TWP
	74%

	31
	0900
	PASSAIC
	CLIFTON CITY
	54%

	31
	1920
	PASSAIC
	HALEDON BORO
	47%

	31
	3970
	PASSAIC
	PASSAIC CITY
	82%

	31
	4010
	PASSAIC
	PATERSON CITY
	70%

	31
	4270
	PASSAIC
	PROSPECT PARK BORO
	84%

	33
	1350
	SALEM
	ELSINBORO TWP
	70%

	33
	3860
	SALEM
	OLDMANS TWP
	24%

	33
	4075
	SALEM
	PENNSVILLE
	64%

	33
	4630
	SALEM
	SALEM CITY
	82%

	33
	5320
	SALEM
	UPPER PITTSGROVE TWP
	83%

	35
	0490
	SOMERSET
	BOUND BROOK BORO
	60%

	35
	1610
	SOMERSET
	FRANKLIN TWP
	76%

	35
	3000
	SOMERSET
	MANVILLE BORO
	53%

	35
	3670
	SOMERSET
	NORTH PLAINFIELD BORO
	66%

	35
	4820
	SOMERSET
	SOMERVILLE BORO
	70%

	37
	1630
	SUSSEX
	FREDON TWP
	54%

	37
	1980
	SUSSEX
	HAMPTON TWP
	72%

	37
	2030
	SUSSEX
	HARDYSTON TWP
	72%

	37
	2240
	SUSSEX
	HOPATCONG
	68%

	37
	3300
	SUSSEX
	MONTAGUE TWP
	88%

	37
	4650
	SUSSEX
	SANDYSTON-WALPACK TWP
	88%

	37
	4960
	SUSSEX
	SPARTA TWP
	53%

	37
	5360
	SUSSEX
	VERNON TWP
	77%

	39
	1320
	UNION
	CLARK TWP
	64%

	39
	1320
	UNION
	ELIZABETH CITY
	69%

	39
	1710
	UNION
	GARWOOD BORO
	56%

	39
	2190
	UNION
	HILLSIDE TWP
	64%

	39
	2660
	UNION
	LINDEN CITY
	62%

	39
	4160
	UNION
	PLAINFIELD CITY
	83%

	39
	4290
	UNION
	RAHWAY CITY
	84%

	39
	4540
	UNION
	ROSELLE BORO
	23%

	39
	4550
	UNION
	ROSELLE PARK BORO
	73%

	39
	5000
	UNION
	SPRINGFIELD TWP
	58%

	39
	5290
	UNION
	UNION TWP
	52%

	41
	1785
	WARREN
	GREAT MEADOWS REGIONAL
	60%

	41
	2790
	WARREN
	LOPATCONG TWP
	55%

	41
	4100
	WARREN
	PHILLIPSBURG TOWN
	68%

	41
	4200
	WARREN
	POHATCONG TWP
	64%

	41
	5480
	WARREN
	WASHINGTON BORO
	84%

	41
	5530
	WARREN
	WASHINGTON TWP
	34%
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