
Guidance on the use of Preschool Developmental Screenings 
Locally driven, universal screening of young children is associated with better outcomes for all 

children and will help identify those most at risk for achievement and behavior problems. It is 

required that all three- and four-year-old children in Abbott districts be administered an initial 

screening device at school entry to determine if a child needs a complete diagnostic 

assessment. A screening instrument is meant to be the first step in the assessment process – it 

does not provide enough information to identify children as needing special education services. 

The tool should be administered approximately 3-6 weeks into the program year. 

The Division of Early Childhood Education recommends using the Early Screening Inventory-

Revised (ESI-R - Meisels et al., 2008). This screening is a brief assessment procedure designed to 

identify children who might be at risk for a possible learning problem or delay. The screening 

looks at children by quickly sampling their skills across areas of social, language, reasoning, 

gross and fine motor development. This screening identifies children in three categories: 

1) normal range of development 

2) rescreen range 8–10 weeks after initial screening or 

3) refer range - demonstrating the need for a referral for a diagnostic evaluation for special 

education. 

The screening is inexpensive, reliable, easy to administer by the child's teacher, and it takes 

approximately 15 minutes. 

ESI-P Screening Materials 

Supplied with Screening Kit 

• Examiner’s Manual 

• Two 3" x 5" cards (figures o, +) 

• 6 picture cards, numbered on the back, two each of duck, cup, house 

• 10 one-inch wooden cubes (same color) 

• Small red ball 

• Blue button 



• One-inch green wooden cube 

• Small yellow toy truck/car 

• 6 foot long, one-inch-wide tape (to be secured to the floor) 

• Score Sheets 

• Parent Questionnaires 

Supplied by the Examiner 

• Cardboard/manila file folder (to be used as screen) 

• 2 sheets of construction paper, 8 ½" x 11" (to be used as block building surface) 

• Plain white paper, 8 ½" x 11" 

• Pencil without an eraser 

• Small box to hold materials during screening, allowing easy accessibility by examiner 
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