
SCHOOL ETHICS COMMISSION MEETING 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 


DECEMBER 20, 2016 


Robert Bender called lhe meeting lo order al 9:34 a.m. 

Notice of the meeting was provided lo the Stale House Press Corps and the Secretary of 
State and filed as required by the Open PubJic Meetings Acl. In allendance were Commission 
members Frank Digcscre, Mark Finkelstein, Dan Kaplan, Louis Modugno (arrived at 9:36 
a.m.), Ellen Polaner and Chairperson Robert Bender. 

Director Kathryn Whalen, Legal Specialist Jesse Landon, Administrative Assistant 
Karin Molnar and Deputy Auorneys General Donna Arons, Kathryn Duran (departed at 9:53 
a.m.) and James Esposito (departed at 9:53 a.m.) were also in aucndance. 

9:38 a.m. Motion was made by Ellen Polancr and seconded by Frank Digesere to 
adjourn to Executive Session to discuss confidential matters and to obtain legal advice 
regarding the following complaints, advisory requests, and mallers involving possible 
Iiligation: C38-16, C26-14, C31-16, C34-l 6, A25- I6, A26- I6, A27-16, C36-16, C52- I4, C08­
l 5, C 19-14, C39- I6 and a Doctrine of Necessity filed by the Greater Egg Harbor Board of 
Education. Vote: 6 - Yes 0 - No 

10:49 a.m. Open Session 

Comulaints 

C38-16 Motion was made hy Frank Digescre and seconded by Louis Modugno to draft 
a decision transmitting this matter to the Office of Administrative Law ("OAL") for a hearing 
lo he held al a later date. Vote: 6 - Yes O- No 

C26-14 Motion was made by Ellen Pohmer and seconded by Mark Finkelstein to draft a 
decision accepting the initial decision of the Administrative Law Judge ("AL.J"). Vote: 6 ­
Yes 0 - No 

C31-16 Motion was made by Ellen Polaner and seconded by Frank Digesere to adopt 
the decision as wrillen. Vote: 5 - Yes 0 - No I - Ahslain (Louis Modugno abstained.) 

C34-16 Motion was made hy Dan Kaplan and seconded hy Frank Digeserc to adopt the 
decision as written. Vote: 5 - Yes 0 - No I - Ahstain (Louis Modugno abstained.) 
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Advisorv Opinions 

A26-16 iVlotion wa-. madt' hy Dan Kaplan and si..·1..·0111.kd hy I ouis fVlodugno to advisi..• a' 
discussl'd. Votl.': () Yl''> 0 No 

A27-J<• tvlotion Ml'> made hy Dan Kaplan and '>l'i..·ont.kd hy l\'1arh. hnh.dstt'in Lo advist' 
as discu-:sL'LI. Vote: 6 Yes 0 No 

A25-1 (, Motion wa-. lll<.Hk hy I·rank. Digl'sl'rl' and SL'L"Olllil't.l hy 1:1 kn J>olaner Lo a<lopl 
the (>pinion a-: \Hil11.•11. Votl': (l Yi..•s 0 No 

Other Busin<.'~S 

This malll'r was on Lhi..· agL·nda rm informational purposl''> only. 

C52-14 i\lotion wa-. mmk h) I ~lkn Polani..·r and si..•conLkd hy Louis l\fodugno to adopt 
the Ri..•,o lution a., \Hillen. Votl': 6 YL''> 0 No 

('08-15 Thi-; malli..'r was on lhl' ag1.•nda !"or inl'ormallom1l purposl'..; only. 

(' 19-1..J This mattl'r \\. a-. on thl' <1gcnda lor informational purposl''-: only . 

C.W-16 Motion\\ a-; madi..· hy h.tllh. Digl'Sl't\' and SL'Con1.kd hy Marh. I 111 h.L'l stl'in to pla(.:e 

thb matti..•r i-. alwyani..'t' until ti ll' ll'solution nr a 1L'latt.·d mani..·r 1w1u.ling i11 a .'>L'parati..' venuc. 
Vote: (l Yes 0 Nn 

Corrcspondcm·c from South Rh·cr Publk Sd10ol~ M!1t io11 wa' mat.Ii..· hv I-ran!-. 
Digt•s1..•1"L' and SL'co111.kd h)· I oub l\ ludug110 to direr I stal I to dra fl a k 111..·r to the Su1wri lllt'ndelll 
of thi..• .\outh RiH'I' Public Sd1ools. as di,rnsst'd. Yott': S Yl's () No I J\hstain 11\·larh. 
l·inl-.l'lstl'in ahs1ai111.·d. 1 

Minutes 

j\:]oliPll \\·a'> mat.Ii..· h)· I lk ll Polani..·r and ~l'l'Olllkd h) rvlarh. I inh.l'ISll·in to at.lop! th1.• 
minutes ol till' ( k'lohcr 24. .20 I(l IHL'1.'ti11g a-. \Hillt'll. Voll' : (l 'frs O No 
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l'vlotion wa.., made hy l:lkn Pola1wr and :-.i:rnnded hy fvlark Hnkl'l~ll'in lo adopt the 
minttll'~ ol lht• Nmemht•r .2.2• .2016 llll'l'ling as wriltl'n. Voll': 5 Yl'S 0 No I Ah~lain 

<I oui.., f'vlodugno ahstaint•tl.l 

10:56 a.m. f\lo1io11 was madt• hy J·\kn Polant•r and ~t·~ontkd hy !·rank l>igt•..,ere lO 

adjourn. Vole: 6 Yt·s 0 No 

((Apprmt•d h.y: 
I ,'l I 
~ µ _... I.. 
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