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SECTION 1:  GRANT PROGRAM INFORMATION
__________________________________________________________________________
1.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE GRANT PROGRAM

On June 16, 2010, the New Jersey State Board adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The adoption of these standards requires principals and educators to implement significant shifts in content and instructional strategies. 
The key shifts in English language arts are as follows: 1) Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction, 2) Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence from text both literary and informational, and 3) Regular practice with complex text and its academic language. These major shifts in ELA also are incorporated into the standards for grades 6-12 in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. 
The key shifts in mathematics center on focus, coherence and rigor and  are as follows:  1) Focus strongly where the Standards focus, 2) Think across grades, and link to major topics within grades, and 3)  Pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and application in major topics with equal intensity.   
These changes in paradigm entailed by the CCSS raise a level of urgency for educator awareness, capacity and resources.  Opportunities for professional development are greatly needed to support the implementation of the CCSS and to help ensure New Jersey’s students are college- and career- ready.
To this end, this Notice of Grant Opportunity (NGO) supports the development and delivery of a Common Core Academy (CCA), The CCA is a summer program intended to increase the academic achievement of students in English language arts and mathematics by enhancing classroom teachers’ content knowledge and teaching skills aligned to the CCSS and by supporting principals to lead CCSS implementation in their schools. 
Professional development activities during the CCA will deepen teachers’ and principals’ understanding of the CCSS to effectively teach K-12 English language arts and mathematics, as well as ELA standards in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects grades 6-12. As a result of their participation in the CCA, it is intended that participants will:

· Identify and learn how to apply effective pedagogical strategies which reflect the shifts entailed by the CCSS;

· Increase their content knowledge necessary to meet the depth and rigor of the CCSS;   

· Make connections within and across English language arts and mathematics topics as well as grade levels; 
· Learn how to make effective use of research on student learning to identify potential learning difficulties, developmental considerations, and common misconceptions associated with English language arts or mathematics content and/or practices; and 
· Learn how to expand the implementation work of the CCSS through their Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) once funding is no longer available.
Partnerships between high-need LEAs (see Appendix B for list) and institutions of higher education are at the center of these improvement efforts. Additional partners may include other LEAs (including public charter schools), businesses, and nonprofit or for-profit organizations concerned with supporting the CCSS implementation. This program has a nonpublic school participation requirement. 
Funds available for the Common Core Academy competitive grant program will be awarded by the Department of Education to support proposals submitted by eligible partnerships. These programs must support teachers and/or principals with developing skills and implementation strategies for the CCSS as described above. The project period for this summer program will be July 1, 2013 – Aug. 31, 2013. 
1.2       ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY

The Common Core Academy is a limited, competitive grant program open to Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) in the State of New Jersey that have units that prepare teachers and principals and have a school of arts and sciences (see Appendix A for list of eligible IHEs) who apply in partnership with one or more LEAs. At least one (1) of the partnering LEAs must be a high-need LEA (see Appendix B for list of high-need LEAs). Partnerships may also include other LEAs (including public charter schools), a business or a nonprofit or for-profit organization of demonstrated effectiveness in improving the quality of English language arts and mathematics teachers. 

An IHE that is the lead agency in a partnership may not apply as part of another partnership. High need LEAs may participate in only one (1) partnership.

Applicants must include the Documentation of Eligibility (Appendix C) for the lead agency and each of the partner LEAs and partner institutions to establish eligibility in this grant program. In addition, the Documentation of Collaboration (Appendix D), verifying that the participants have agreed to enter into this partnership must be included in the application. Failure to include and/or provide the Documentation of Eligibility and the Documentation of Collaboration may result in the ineligibility of the applicant. Both the Documentation of Eligibility and the Documentation of Collaboration forms are included as part of this NGO. 
For the purposes of this grant, New Jersey is geographically divided into three regions (North, Central, and South), and further divided into 21 counties. It is highly recommended (but not required) that the lead agency IHE and the participating LEAs be located within the same region. The chart below indicates the counties located within each of the three regions.  Region determination will be predicated on the location of the applicant (lead) IHE.
	Northern Region
	Central Region
	Southern Region

	Bergen County

Essex County

Hudson County

Morris County

Passaic County

Sussex County

Warren County
	Hunterdon County

Mercer County

Middlesex County

Monmouth County

Somerset County

Union County
	Atlantic County

Burlington County

Camden County

Cape May County

Cumberland County

Gloucester County

Ocean County

Salem County


1.3
FEDERAL COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS (DUNS, CCR)

In accordance with the Federal Fiscal Accountability Transparency Act (FFATA), all grant recipients must have a valid DUNS number and must also be registered with the federal System for Award Management (SAM), the successor to the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database. DUNS numbers are issued by Dun and Bradstreet and are available for free to all entities required to register under FFATA.

· To obtain a DUNS number, go to http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/
· To register with the CCR/SAM database, go to www.sam.gov
For additional information regarding SAM, please refer to https://www.bpn.gov/ccr/NewsDetail.aspx?id=2012&type=N
Applicants are required to complete and submit the Documentation of Federal Compliance (DUNS/SAM) form found in the DGA. This form must be submitted either with the grant application, or during the pre-award revision process. No award will be made to an applicant not in compliance with FFATA.

1.4
STATUTORY/REGULATORY SOURCE AND FUNDING 

The applicant’s project must be designed and implemented in conformance with all applicable state and federal regulations. The Common Core Academy is 100 percent funded under Title II-A of the No Child Left Behind Act. Up to $479,584 in Title II-A funds will be made available. 

It is anticipated that at least three awards will be made. Awards will be made on a regional basis in rank order. Please refer to Section 1.2 for the regional chart. There will be one award in the Northern Region, one in the Central Region and one in the Southern Region. Each award will be determined by a base amount plus a per-participant amount. Please see Appendix H, Funding Request Worksheet, for the formula. The base amount is $50,000 per applicant and the daily amount is $150 per day per participant. The total grant request may not exceed $159,861.
 If there are no proposals from a particular region, or if proposals from a particular region do not meet the requirements of the NGO or do not score a minimum of 65 points on the review rubric, awards will be made to the next highest scoring proposal or proposals regardless of region. Once the geographic set-aside has been satisfied, any remaining awards, contingent on the availability of funds, will be made in rank order regardless of geographic distribution.
Applicants must score 65 points or higher to be considered eligible for funding consideration. Final awards are subject to the availability of Title II-A funds.
The award period for this program is July 1, 2013 – August 31, 2013.

1.5
DISSEMINATION OF THIS NOTICE

The Office of Academic Standards will make this notice available to the eligible agencies identified in Section 1.2 and to the county superintendents of the regions and counties in which the eligible agencies are located based upon the eligibility statement, and to the county superintendents of the counties in which the eligible agencies are located. 

Additional copies of the NGO are also available on the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) web site (http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/) or by contacting the Office of Academic Standards at the New Jersey Department of Education, River View Executive Plaza, Building 100, Route 29, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, NJ  08625-0500; telephone (609) -984-3429; fax (609) 292-7276  .

1.6
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The Technical Assistance Workshop will be held: March 11, 2013 from 1-4 pm at the Learning Resources Center (LRC), Building 200, 1st floor, Riverview Plaza, Route 29, Trenton, NJ. Preregistration is required by March 8, 2013. Please register online at http://education.state.nj.us/events/. For registrants requiring special accommodations for the Technical Assistance Workshop, please call Anne Nicole Fisfis at (609) 984-3429. 
1.7 
APPLICATION SUBMISSION

The NJDOE administers discretionary grant programs in strict conformance with procedures designed to ensure accountability and integrity in the use of public funds and, therefore, will not accept late applications. 

The responsibility for a timely submission resides with the applicant.  Applicants must submit an original and four (4) copies of the completed application with all applicable forms, to the Application Control Center (ACC) no later than 4:00 P.M. on April 18, 2013.Without exception, the ACC will not accept, and the Office of Grants Management cannot evaluate for funding consideration, an application received after this deadline. An applicant agency will lose the opportunity to be considered eligible for an award if the application is received after the due date and time.

The original and four (4) copies of the application must be mailed or hand-delivered to the ACC.  Postmarks are not acceptable evidence of timely submission.  Receipt by the due date and time is required. Applicants are encouraged to obtain a dated receipt from the ACC or to sign in upon delivery to verify DOE receipt. Complete applications are those that include all elements listed in Section 3.3, Application Component Checklist, of this notice. Applications received by the due date and time will be screened to determine whether they are, in fact, eligible for consideration. The Department of Education reserves the right to reject any application not in conformance with the requirements of this NGO.  Applications submitted via facsimile will not be accepted under any circumstances.  

To ensure timely delivery, applicants are encouraged to:

· Hand-deliver the application to 100 River View Plaza, Trenton, New Jersey, which is located next to the Mercer County Waterfront Park on Route 29, between the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday (excluding state holidays) and obtain a dated receipt; or

· Send the application by Certified Mail or Return Receipt; or

· Arrange for delivery by an overnight courier service to ensure timely delivery.

The mailing and courier service addresses are listed in the chart below:
	Mailing Address
	Courier Service Address

	Application Control Center

New Jersey Department of Education

100 River View Plaza

P.O. Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625-0500
	Application Control Center

New Jersey Department of Education

100 River View Plaza

Trenton, NJ 08625


Applications submitted by fax or e-mail cannot be accepted under any circumstances.

1.8
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Grant recipients are required to submit one project and one fiscal report covering the entire grant period. (For additional information about post award requirements see the Grant Recipient’s Manual for Discretionary Grants at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/management

.) Reports for this program will be due as follows: 

Report


Reporting Period



Due Date
Final


July 1, 2013 – August 31, 2013

September 30, 2013
1.9  
ASSESSMENT OF STATEWIDE PROGRAM RESULTS

Each partnership project shall develop an evaluation and accountability plan for activities of the project which include objectives that measure the impact of the activities.  CCA applicants must explain how they will determine success in achieving their measurable objectives. 



1.10 
REIMBURSEMENT REQUESTS 

Payment of grant funds is made through a reimbursement system. Reimbursement requests for any grant funds the local project has expended are made through the Electronic Web-Enabled Grant (EWEG) system. Requests may begin once the contract has been fully executed and processed by the NJDOE. Grantees must submit requests no later than the 15th of the month. You may include in your request funds that will be expended through the last calendar day of the month in which you are requesting the reimbursement. If the grantees’ request is approved by the NJDOE program officer, the grantee should receive payment around the 8th-10th of the following month. 
SECTION 2:  PROJECT GUIDELINES

The intent of this section is to provide applicants with the framework within which they will plan, design, and develop the proposed project to meet the purpose of this grant program. Before preparing applications, potential applicants are advised to review Section 1.1, Description of the Grant Program, of this NGO to ensure a full understanding of the state’s vision and purpose for offering the program. Additionally, the information contained in Section 2 will complete applicants’ understanding of the specific considerations and requirements that are to be considered and/or addressed in their projects. 

Please note that the passage of the School District Accountability Act (A5 or Chapter Law 53) places additional administrative requirements on the travel of school district personnel.  The applicant is urged to be mindful of these requirements as they may impact the ability of school district personnel to participate in activities sponsored by the grant program.  

2.1
PROJECT DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

The goal of the CCA Grant Program is to improve student academic achievement in the areas of English language arts and mathematics by enhancing the content knowledge and teaching skills of classroom teachers and by supporting principals to lead the Common Core implementation in their schools. Successful CCA grant applicants will propose a professional development project(s) which provides intensive, sustained professional development for well-defined cohorts of teachers of literacy, mathematics, history/social studies, science, and/or technical subjects and/or principals.

1. Partnerships: CCA local projects are designed and implemented by partnerships between educator preparation faculty, IHE ELA and/or mathematics faculty, K-12 principals and faculty in partnering K-12 schools (at least one must be high need), and administrators in higher education organizations. Additional partners are encouraged and may include businesses, other LEAs, and additional departments of an institution of higher education (IHE).
2. Targeted Audience: 

K-12 English language arts and mathematics teachers

6-12 history/social studies, science and technical teachers

Principals

3.  Content-Based Professional Development: The project focuses professional development on the deep literacy and mathematics content knowledge and instructional strategies teachers and principals need to deliver effective instruction, assessment and evaluation of the Common Core State Standards. 

4. Needs Assessment: The project must address the identified professional development needs of teachers and school leaders with respect to Common Core-aligned curriculum and instruction in literacy and mathematics of any schools and LEAs that comprise the eligible partnership. 

5. Scientifically-Based Research (SBR): The activities to be carried out by the partnership must be grounded in disciplinary research and best practices. An explanation of how and why the proposed activities will strengthen the quality of literacy and mathematics instruction and improve student academic achievement must be included. 
Required Activities:

IHEs must use funds to establish and operate English language arts and/or mathematics summer institutes for a period of not less than 1 week (5 days/30 hours) that:
· Raise the capacity of teachers and principals to be effective instructional leaders in the work of implementing the Common Core State Standards;  

· Build the capacity of participants to utilize collaborative teams of teachers and school leaders for effective implementation of the CCSS and the continuous improvement of instruction throughout the school year; and
· Promote strong instructional skills for English language arts, mathematics, history/social studies, science, and/or technical subject teachers and principals, including integrating proven scientifically based/researched teaching methods, including teaching and learning methods integrating technology, which support the Common Core State Standards.
Permitted Activities:

IHEs may use funds provided for the following activities: 
· To design programs to prepare a teacher leader(s) to provide professional development and/or assist other teachers with implementation of the Common Core State Standards, including (if applicable) a mechanism to integrate the teacher's experiences from the IHE’s summer institute into the provision of professional development and assistance to colleagues; 
· To design programs to increase the capacity of principals as instructional leaders supporting the implementation of the Common Core State Standards, including but not limited to such topics as how to use or modify the master schedule to benefit staff collaboration and Common Core implementation; and
· To provide additional training to LEA leaders to support principal and teacher leaders in implementing sustainable professional learning communities.
 As a result of the professional development, the participants will:

· Identify and apply effective pedagogical strategies which reflect the shifts of the Common Core State Standards;
· Increase content knowledge necessary to meet the depth and rigor of the CCSS;   
· Improve their ability to make connections within and across English language arts and mathematics topics as well as grade levels; 
· Make effective use of research on student learning to identify potential learning difficulties, developmental considerations, and common misconceptions associated with English language arts or mathematics content and/or practices; and
· Expand the implementation work of the CCSS through their school-level collaborative teams.
The project partners are expected to collaborate in planning the training   activities to ensure that professional development supports the achievement of project goals. The project must build capacity of teacher teams to use job-embedded professional learning structures as the primary vehicle for effective, sustained implementation of the project goals.

Sustainability
Projects should systematically increase each LEA’s capacity to sustain the continuous learning and growth of teachers and principals. Professional learning is most powerful when it takes place in a community that is deeply committed to common goals and to sustaining new practices when those methods meet the inevitable challenges of implementation. Participants must be willing to face the challenge to educate all students to be career and college ready.
Participation of Students Enrolled in Nonpublic Schools

In accordance with federal requirements (NCLB, Sec 9501), agencies applying to receive federal financial assistance are required to provide services to eligible nonpublic school children, teachers and other personnel consistent with the number of eligible children enrolled in private elementary and secondary schools in the LEA, or in the geographic area served by another entity receiving federal financial assistance.  These services and other benefits must be comparable to the services and other benefits provided to public school children and teachers participating in the program and they must be provided in a timely manner.

A nonpublic school is defined in N.J.A.C. 18A:46A-1 as an elementary or secondary school within the State, other than a public school, offering education for grades kindergarten through 12, or any combination of them, wherein any child may legally fulfill compulsory school attendance requirements and which complies with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352). A list of nonpublic schools by LEA district can be found on the New Jersey Department of Education website at http://www.nj.gov/njded/nonpublic/.
To ensure equitable participation, the applicant must assess, address and evaluate the needs of private school students and teachers; spend an equal amount of funds per student to provide services; provide private school students and teachers with an opportunity to participate in activities equivalent to the opportunity provided public school students and teachers; and offer services that are secular, neutral and non-ideological.

Federal regulations contain requirements for timely and meaningful consultation between appropriate public and private school officials. The goal of the consultation process is to design and implement a program that will provide equitable services and meet the needs of eligible private school students and/or teachers and other education personnel. Consultation requires meetings between the applicant (lead) agency and the private schools. Consultation between the entity receiving federal financial assistance and private school officials must occur before any decision is made that could affect the ability of private school students, teachers and other education personnel to receive benefits under the grant and must continue throughout the implementation and assessment of activities. Consultation generally must include discussion on such issues as: how children's needs will be identified; what services will be offered; how and where the services will be provided; who will provide the services; how the services will be assessed and how the results of assessment will be used to improve those services; the amount of funds available for services; the size and scope of the services to be provided; and how and when decisions about the delivery of services will be made.  

In addition, a thorough consideration of the views of nonpublic school officials on the provision of contract services through potential third-party providers must take place, and, where the entity receiving assistance disagrees with the views of the nonpublic school officials on the provision of services through a contract, the entity must provide a written explanation of the reasons why the entity has chosen to use or not to use a contractor.  

The Documentation of Nonpublic Participation form (Appendix E) and the Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary and Affirmation of Consultation form (Appendix F) must be completed as appropriate, signed, and included with the application. 
Use of Funds Requirements (EDGAR 76.650 - 76.662)

When providing benefits to nonpublic school students with federal funds, the following must be addressed:
· The grantee must maintain administrative control over all funds and property. (No funds can flow directly to the nonpublic school via a subgrant).
· The grantee may place equipment and supplies in the nonpublic school for the period of time needed for the grant. The grantee must ensure that the materials are used only for the purposes of the grant and can be removed from the nonpublic school without remodeling the nonpublic school facility.
· Funds cannot be used for construction of nonpublic school facilities.
· Funds must be used to meet specific needs of students and staff. (Funds cannot supplant benefits normally provided by the nonpublic school).
· Funds may be used to pay for services of an employee of the nonpublic school if the employee performs the services outside of his or her regular hours and the employees performs the services under the supervision of the grantee.
· All benefits provided, including equipment and materials, must be secular, neutral and nonideological. (IASA, Sec 14503)
2.2
PROJECT REQUIREMENTS
IHEs must include in the application a comprehensive plan for achieving the program goal and objectives. Successful CCA grant applicants will propose summer institute projects which provide intensive, sustained and supported professional development for well defined cohorts of principals and/or elementary teachers of English language arts and/or mathematics and/or middle/high school teachers of English language arts, mathematics, history/social studies, science, and technical subjects and/or mathematics. The plan must outline the key activities that will be undertaken during the project period as well as timeframes, resources, responsible persons and an outline of the budget
The application must focus on deep pedagogical content knowledge in English language arts and/or mathematics. Pedagogical content knowledge is defined as what teachers need to understand in order to provide effective instruction in the CCSS. IHEs are required to briefly explain the research rationale for the proposed professional development activities aligned with the CCSS.
It is strongly recommended that the applicant review the instructions in the DGA for each of the application sections.
Project Abstract (not to exceed 1 page)
Using the Project Abstract form found in the DGA, provide a summary briefly describing the proposed project
Statement of Need (not to exceed 5 pages)
Using the Statement of Need form found in the DGA, indicate a clear understanding of how the goals and activities of the program are directly related to the needs of the participating LEAs and any participating nonpublic schools.
Project Description (not to exceed 10 pages)
1. Using the Project Description form found in the DGA, identify the key activities that will be undertaken as well as timeframes, resources, and responsible persons. The narrative must provide a description of the number, type, and duration of professional development experiences, including the number of teachers and/or school leaders to be engaged. 

2. Provide a brief description of how the partners collaborated to select/develop the CCA program activities, including the types of organizations involved in the process (e.g., literacy/mathematics faculty, LEA(s) participating nonpublic school(s) and other potential partners).

3. Provide a brief explanation of how the professional development activities are supported by scientifically-based research and aligned with the Common Core State Standards.

4. Provide a brief sustainability plan to enhance the CCA program after the close of the grant period. The partner LEA(s) shall demonstrate a commitment to implement opportunities for collaboration during the academic school year whereby teachers/administrators will continue to support one another with CCSS implementation. 
5. Provide a brief description of how this project will support or enhance existing professional development activities taking place in the partner LEAs.  
6. Provide agendas for each day of training.
7. If using IHE talent as a keynote, provide a sample video presentation (include DVD or link to presentation).
8. Provide a brochure/flier introducing the summer activities.

Goals, Objectives, and Indicators (no page limit)
The required goal of the CCA program is to deepen the teachers’/principals’ understanding of the English language arts and/or mathematics standards in order to effectively teach the K-12 Common Core State Standards. 
Using the Goals, Objectives and Indicators form found in the DGA, applicants must develop objectives and indicators in support of this required goal. IHE’s must define the responsibilities of partners and fully account for how the goal and objectives will be met, including timelines for the activities.
The desired outcomes of the program are as follows:
· To improve teachers’ CCSS content knowledge; 
· To increase integration of reliable research-based teaching methods and technology-based teaching methods which support the content shifts, depth, and rigor of the CCSS;
· To increase teachers’ content knowledge and teaching practices aligned to the Common Core State Standards through strong, effective, instructional leadership; and

· To develop teachers’, teacher leaders’ and principals’ professional collaboration in support of program implementation. 
Activity Plan form (no page limit)
For each goal and objective, develop a logical sequence of activities to support them. Using the Activity Plan forms in the DGA, for each activity, provide information as to what is to occur, when it will occur, who is responsible for the activity, and the documentation used to establish that the activity occurred.
Organizational Commitment and Capacity form (not to exceed 5 pages)
Using the Organizational Commitment and Capacity form, the IHE must describe and document the IHEs commitment and authority to implement the project, as well as the IHEs resources and experience with comparable initiatives that will support successful project implementation. Describe the professional skills and expertise available within the partnership relevant to project goals.
This narrative should also explain the LEA’s capacity for supporting participants in implementing what was learned during the summer institute.
2.3
BUDGET DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
The applicant’s budget must be well considered, reasonable and supported by the program plan. Costs determined to be excessive, ineligible, or not supported by the program plan will be disallowed. 
Award amounts will be based on a base amount plus a supplemental amount dependent on the number of teachers and administrators from the partnering LEA(s) that will be participating in the summer workshop. For budgeting purposes, the base amount is $50,000. The daily participant amount is $150 per participant per day.  

Complete the Funding Request Worksheet (Appendix H) to determine the maximum amount for which your program may apply. The maximum amount a program may apply for is $159,861.
Applicants must use realistic participation projections to determine the amount of funding they may request. Unrealistic or unsustainable participation projections may result in awards being reduced by the NJDOE as appropriate.
2.4
BUDGET REQUIREMENTS
Supplement, not supplant requirement.

Funds received under Title II-A (Subpart 2) shall be used to supplement, and not supplant, non-Federal funds that would otherwise be used for activities authorized under this subpart.

Title II-A Section 2132 (c) Special Rule.

No single participant (lead or participating agency) in an eligible partnership may use more than 50% of the funds made available to the partnership under this section. This provision focuses not on which partner received the funds, but on which partner directly benefits from them. All applications must include a certification to this effect (see Appendix G for certification form).
A-5/Chapter Law 53.
The provisions of A-5/Chapter Law 53 contain additional requirements concerning prior approvals, as well as expenditures related to travel. It is strongly recommended that the applicant work with their business administrator when constructing the budget. The NJDOE applies the A-5 restrictions uniformly to all grantees. Unless otherwise specified, the following restrictions apply to all grant programs:

· No reimbursement for in-state overnight travel (meals and/or lodging);
· No reimbursement for meals on in-state travel;
· Mileage reimbursement is capped at $0.31/mile. Grantees or partners may not charge a higher mileage reimbursement rate (i.e Federal General Services Administration (GSA) mileage reimbursement rate) to grant funds.

Allowable Costs

· Cost of presenters; including stipends and travel costs;
· Session materials and duplication;
· Venue/meeting space rental;
· Participant stipends (limited to $120 per day per person);
· Rental of audio/visual equipment;
· Resources for virtual professional development (i.e web development);
· Equipment purchases must be sufficiently justified, designed to meet the needs of the population being served, and directly related to grant activities;
· Release time for faculty to present at sessions or to participate in grant activities;
· Indirect costs (up to 8% modified total direct cost (MTDC) base). Applicants requesting indirect costs must include a copy of their current, federally negotiated indirect cost rate agreement with their application. Applicants who request indirect costs in their budget without providing this documentation may have such costs disallowed during pre-award revisions.

Please note:  under A-5/Chapter Law 53, morning coffee or breakfast for workshop participants may not be included in the budget. Lunch costs may be budgeted only if a keynote speaker is speaking during the lunch period.

Unallowable Costs

· Entertainment costs;
· Substitute teacher costs;
· Costs otherwise not supported by the program plan;
· Costs associated with writing the application;
· Supporting the research of individual scholars or faculty members;
· Supporting faculty leave – (Note: the support of release time for faculty to participate in the project is permissible as described under allowable costs);
· In-state overnight lodging;
· In-state per diem meals and expenses.
NOTE:   Ineligible costs as well as costs not supported by the activity plan will not be considered in a proposed budget.

SECTION 3:  COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

3.1
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLYING

To apply for a grant under this NGO, applicants must prepare and submit a complete application. Your application must be a response to the State’s vision as articulated in Section 1: Grant Program Information of this NGO. It must be planned, designed and developed in accordance with the program framework articulated in Section 2: Project Guidelines of this NGO. Your application package must also be constructed in accordance with the guidance, instructions, and forms found only in the DGA and NGO. 

3.2     REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS

Evaluators will use the selection criteria found in Part I: General Information and Guidance of the DGA to review and rate your application according to how well the content addresses Sections 1 and 2 in this NGO.  

Please be advised that in accordance with the Open Public Records Act P.L. 2001, c. 404, all applications for discretionary grant funds received September 1, 2003 or later, as well as the evaluation results associated with these applications, and other information regarding the competitive grants process, will become matters of public record upon the completion of the evaluation process, and will be available to members of the public upon request.
Applications will also be reviewed for the completeness and accuracy. The following point values apply to the evaluation of applications received in response to this NGO:

	 
	Point Value

	STATEMENT OF NEED 
	10

	PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
	30

	GOALS, OBJECTIVES, and INDICATORS 
	20

	PROJECT ACTIVITY PLAN 
	20

	ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITMENT AND CAPACITY 
	10

	BUDGET 
	10

	TOTAL 
	100


All applications must score 65 points or above to be considered eligible for funding.  
3.3
APPLICATION COMPONENT CHECKLIST

The following forms are required (see Required ( Column) to be included as part of your application. Failure to include a required form may result in your application being removed from consideration for funding. Use the checklist (see Included ( Column) to ensure that all required forms are included in your application. 

Note: The Application Title Page and all special forms are attached to the NGO.  All other forms are part of the Discretionary Grant Application and can be downloaded from the Internet at http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/apps/.
	Required

(()
	Location
	Form
	Included

(()

	(
	NGO
	Application Title Page
	

	(
	NGO
	Documentation of Eligibility form (Appendix C)
	

	(
	NGO
	Documentation of Collaboration form (Appendix D)
	

	(
	NGO
	Documentation of Nonpublic Participation form (Appendix E)
	

	(
	NGO
	Nonpublic Equitable Participation Summary and Affirmation of Consultation form (Appendix F)
	

	(
	NGO
	Title II-A Statement of Assurance Regarding Special Rule (Appendix G)
	

	(
	NGO
	Funding Request Worksheet (Appendix H)
	

	(
	DGA
	Board Resolution to Apply








	

	(
	DGA
	Statement of Assurances










	

	(
	DGA
	Documentation of Federal Compliance (DUNS / CCR)
	

	(
	DGA
	Project Abstract











	

	(
	DGA
	Statement of Need











	

	(
	DGA
	Project Description









	

	(
	DGA
	Goals, Objectives and Indicators










	

	(
	DGA
	Project Activity Plan 










	

	(
	DGA
	Organizational Commitment and Capacity











	

	(
	DGA*
	Budget Form A:  Full-Time and Part-Time Salaries







	

	(
	DGA*
	Budget Form B:  Personal Services – Employee Benefits






	

	(
	DGA*
	Budget Form C:  Purchased Professional and Technical Services





	

	(
	DGA*
	Budget Form D:  Supplies and Materials








	

	(
	DGA*
	Budget Form E:  Equipment










	

	(
	DGA*
	
Budget Form F:  Other Costs










	

	(
	DGA*
	
Sub-grant Budget Summary
	

	(
	DGA*
	
Application for Funds – Budget Summary
	

	N/A
	DGA*
	
Matching Funds Summary and Expenditure Report
	N/A


* Budget forms are required when applicable costs are requested.
Appendix A 
Eligible IHEs (with units that prepare teachers and principals)

The following IHEs have a unit(s) that prepares teachers and principals and have a school of arts and sciences, making them eligible to be lead agencies for this grant partnership opportunity. See Section 1.2 Eligibility to Apply of this grant application for complete information on the requirements for grant-eligible partnerships.
· Caldwell College
· Centenary College
· College of Saint Elizabeth

· Fairleigh Dickinson University

· Felician College

· Georgian Court University

· Kean University

· Monmouth University

· Montclair State University

· New Jersey City University
· Ramapo College

· Richard Stockton College of New Jersey

· Rider University

· Rowan University

· Rutgers University, Camden

· Rutgers University, New Brunswick

· Rutgers University, Newark
· Seton Hall University
· The College of New Jersey

· Thomas Edison State College
· William Paterson University of New Jersey

Appendix B
Eligible High-Need LEAs

The following LEAs and charter schools are eligible to participate in the Common Core Academy Grant Program as a High Need LEA.
COUNTY
LEA NAME
ATLANTIC
EGG HARBOR CITY

ATLANTIC
PLEASANTVILLE CITY

ATLANTIC
SOMERS POINT CITY

ATLANTIC
ATLANTIC CITY

ATLANTIC
GALLOWAY COMMUNITY CS

BERGEN
SADDLE BROOK TWP

BERGEN
FAIRVIEW BORO

BERGEN
EDGEWATER BORO

CAMDEN
BERLIN TWP

CAMDEN
CLEMENTON BORO

CAMDEN
CAMDEN COUNTY VOCATIONAL

CAMDEN
WOODLYNNE BORO

CAMDEN
FREEDOM ACADEMY CS

CAMDEN
D.U.E. SEASON CS

CAMDEN
GLOUCESTER CITY

CAMDEN
CAMDEN CITY

CAMDEN
BROOKLAWN BORO

CAMDEN
LINDENWOLD BORO

CAPE MAY
STONE HARBOR BORO

CAPE MAY
NORTH WILDWOOD CITY

CAPE MAY
WILDWOOD CITY

CUMBERLAND
MILLVILLE PUBLIC CS
CUMBERLAND
MILLVILLE CITY

CUMBERLAND
VINELAND CITY

CUMBERLAND
GREENWICH TWP

CUMBERLAND
BRIDGETON CITY

CUMBERLAND
COMMERCIAL TWP

ESSEX

BURCH CS OF EXCELLENCE

ESSEX

NEWARK EDUCATORS CS
ESSEX

GREATER NEWARK CS

ESSEX

VISIONS ACADEMY CS

ESSEX

ADELAIDE L. SANDFORD CS

ESSEX

NEWARK LEGACY CS

ESSEX

GRAY CS

ESSEX

PRIDE ACADEMY CS
ESSEX

ROBERT TREAT ACADEMY CS

ESSEX

NEWARK CITY

ESSEX

MARION P. THOMAS CS

ESSEX

NORTH STAR ACAD. CS 
ESSEX

ESSEX CO VOC-TECH

ESSEX

EAST ORANGE COMMUNITY CS

ESSEX

MARIA L. VARISCO-ROGERS CS

ESSEX

TEAM ACADEMY CS
GLOUCESTER
PAULSBORO BORO

HUDSON
THE ETHICAL COMMUNITY CS

HUDSON
JERSEY CITY COMM. CS

COUNTY
LEA NAME

HUDSON
LEARNING COMMUNITY CS

HUDSON
HOBOKEN CITY

HUDSON
JERSEY CITY

HUDSON
WEST NEW YORK TOWN

HUDSON
BAYONNE CITY

HUDSON
HARRISON TOWN

HUDSON
GUTTENBERG TOWN

HUDSON
LIBERTY ACADEMY CS

HUDSON
UNION CITY

HUDSON
EAST NEWARK BORO

HUDSON
NORTH BERGEN TWP

MERCER
VILLAGE CS

MERCER
FOUNDATION ACADEMY CS

MERCER
TRENTON CITY

MERCER
INTERNATIONAL CS 

MIDDLESEX
PERTH AMBOY CITY

MIDDLESEX
NEW BRUNSWICK CITY

MONMOUTH
ACADEMY CHARTER HS
MONMOUTH
HOPE ACADEMY CS

MONMOUTH
BRADLEY BEACH BORO

MONMOUTH
ASBURY PARK CITY

MONMOUTH
FREEHOLD BORO

MONMOUTH
LONG BRANCH CITY

MONMOUTH
RED BANK BORO

MORRIS

UNITY CS

MORRIS

DOVER TOWN

OCEAN

TUCKERTON BORO

OCEAN

LAKEWOOD TWP

OCEAN

SEASIDE HEIGHTS BORO

PASSAIC
JOHN P HOLLAND CS
PASSAIC
PATERSON CITY

PASSAIC
PASSAIC COUNTY VOCATIONAL

PASSAIC
PATERSON CS FOR SCI/TECH

PASSAIC
PROSPECT PARK BORO

PASSAIC
PASSAIC CITY

PASSAIC
HALEDON BORO

PASSAIC
COMMUNITY CS OF PATERSON

SALEM

SALEM CITY

SALEM

PENNS GRV-CARNEY'S PT REG

SOMERSET
CENTRAL JERSEY COLL PREP CS

UNION

BARACK OBAMA GREEN CHS

UNION

UNION COUNTY TEAMS CS

UNION

PLAINFIELD CITY

UNION

QUEEN CITY ACADEMY CS

UNION

ELIZABETH CITY

WARREN
PHILLIPSBURG TOWN
Appendix C
Documentation of Eligibility

Common Core Academy Grant Program

LIST OF ELIGIBLE PARTNERS (print or type):

Name of Applicant /Lead Agency (Institution of Higher Education) 
__________________________________________________________

Name(s) of participating Department(s) and staff from the applicant/lead agency:

Name(s) of the Partner Agency(ies) (High-Need LEA):

___________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Additional Partner Agencies (as applicable)
By submitting this application, the Lead Agency assures that the partner agencies listed above participated in the preparation and planning of the Common Core Academy Grant Program and will participate in the implementation of the grant and program activities. 

Applicant/Lead Agency

Signature of Applicant/Lead Agency CEO 



Date 
Appendix D
Documentation of Collaboration

Common Core Academy Grant Program
Instruction to Applicant/Lead Agency: Please have each partner complete this form, including all LEAs, as well as any other partners. 

Instruction to Partner: This document is to be signed by an eligible partner and included with the application as evidence of the collaboration between the applicant/lead agency and the eligible partner in the planning and implementation of the Common Core Academy Grant Program. The chief executive officer (CEO) or chief school administrator (CSA) of the partnering agency must sign the statement below. 

I,________________________________________ certify that a designated representative of 

 (CEO/CSA/Dean of Partner Agency) (Print)

________________________________________ collaborated in the development of this application, 

 (Name of Partner Agency) (Print)

and furthermore, I attest that we agree to be a participating partner in the Common Core Academy 

Grant as described in the application.

Signature of CEO/CSA/Dean from Partner Agency
 

 Date

Print Name of CEO/CSA/Dean from Partner Agency

Appendix E

Documentation of Nonpublic School Participation

Lead Agency Name:_____________________________  Application Amount: ____________

 “In accordance with federal requirements contained within the No Child Left Behind federal legislation, the following nonpublic school representatives were contacted.  They were offered a genuine opportunity to express their interest in participating in the above program before any decision that affects the opportunities of those students, teachers, and other educational personnel in a nonpublic school became final as part of this application.”
(Note:  Signature below of the lead agency’s CSA/CEO certifies that the Participation of Students Enrolled in Nonpublic Schools requirement is understood and certifies lead agency’s eligibility to participate in this grant program.)
	Insert below the name of  each of the nonpublic schools contacted


	Insert below the specific name of the person contacted along with their  telephone number
	Insert below: “yes will participate” or “no will not participate”

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(Use additional sheets as necessary and please sign each sheet)

_____________________________________________________


_____/_____/_____

Signature of Lead Agency’s Chief School Administrator or CEO
            
Date

Appendix F

NONPUBLIC EQUITABLE PARTICIPATION SUMMARY and 

AFFIRMATION of CONSULTATION FORM

 (Complete a form for each participating nonpublic school.  Copy this form as necessary.)

In the space below, the applicant agency is to briefly respond to each of the five items listed.  Please ensure that what is described on this form is directly related to the components of timely and meaningful consultation and the equitable participation of nonpublic school students/teacher(s) in this grant program, as required (EDGAR 76.650-76.662).  For each nonpublic school, this Summary Form must be signed and dated by the applicant CSA/CEO and the nonpublic school official.  The LEA/applicant agency must submit with the grant application a copy of this form for each nonpublic school.

1. Describe the consultation process that took place including meeting date, those in attendance and agenda.

2. Describe the needs of the eligible nonpublic school students/teachers and how these needs have been/and will continue to be identified?

3. What identified services will be provided?  Explain how, when, where, and by whom the services will be provided.

4. How and when will the services be assessed and how will the results of the assessment be used to improve the services?

5. What is the amount of estimated grant funding available for the agreed upon services?

RESPONSES (to all five (5) questions above; use additional sheets as necessary): 
By our signatures below we agree that timely and meaningful consultation occurred before the LEA/applicant agency made any decision that affected the participation of eligible nonpublic school children, teachers or other educational personnel in the Common Core Academy Grant Program.

□
Yes, we wish to participate in this grant opportunity

□
No, we do not wish to participate in this grant opportunity
_____________________________________
___________________________________

Name of LEA/Applicant Agency


Name of Nonpublic School

_____________________________________
___________________________________

Official – LEA/Applicant Agency
Date

Nonpublic School Representative       Date

Appendix G
Title II-A Statement of Assurance Regarding Special Rule

Common Core Academy Grant Program
(This form is to be completed, signed and included in the application. Copy this form as necessary).
This signed document is evidence and as assurance that we will abide by the Special Rule component of NCLB Title II Part A (section 2132(c)) whereby no single partner in the Common Core Academy Grant Program (i.e no single high need LEA, no single IHE and its division that prepares teachers and principals, no single school of arts and sciences, and no single other partner), will “use” more than 50 percent of the award for its own benefit. This provision focuses not on which partner received the funds, but on which partner directly benefits from them.
_________________________________________

Name of IHE

_________________________________________

______________________________

Signature of IHE President or Equivalent


Name and Title

******************************************************************************
_________________________________________

Name of Participating High-Need LEA

__________________________________________
______________________________
Signature of Chief School Administrator


Name and Title
******************************************************************************
__________________________________________
Name of other participating entity (if applicable)
__________________________________________
______________________________
Signature of CSA/CEO




Name and Title

Appendix H
Funding Request Worksheet

Common Core Academy Grant Program

(Please note: this completed form must be included in your application).
Line 1. 
Base amount
 


___$50,000_____________



Line 2.

# of LEA participants per day 
______________________


Line 3.

# of workshop days


______________________
Line 4

Daily participant rate

$150 per participant per day
Line 5. 
Multiply Lines 2, 3 and 4. 

______________________

Line 6

Add Lines 1 and 5


______________________
The amount in Line 6 represents the maximum amount your partnership may apply for. Use this amount in developing your grant budget in accordance with the guidance found in Sections 2.3 and 2.4 of the NGO. 

The total budget request may not exceed $159,861.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF GRANT OPPORTUNITY - TITLE PAGE
SECTION I:










13   ER09   G03












FY    NGO#     WKL 

TITLE OF NGO:
Common Core Academy
DIVISION:
     
Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
OFFICE:

Academic Standards       
SECTION II:









COUNTY:












LEA/OTHER:












SCHOOL:










COUNTY NAME:_____________________________

APPLICANT AGENCY  

AGENCY ADDRESS

CITY






STATE





ZIP

(       )                                                                                                       (        ) 

AGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER



AGENCY FAX #

SCHOOL NAME

PREVIOUS FUNDING:  Agency received funding from the NJ Department of Education within the last two years of submission of this application.

YES       NO 
PROJECT DIRECTOR (Please print or type name):  _________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  (____)____________________  FAX#: (____)__________________  E-MAIL_______________________________

BUSINESS MANAGER:  ________________________________  PHONE#: (____)___________  E-MAIL_____________________________

DURATION OF PROJECT:
FROM: 
     7/1/13
        TO:     8/31/13


TOTAL AMOUNT OF FUNDS REQUESTED: $__________________________________________

APPLICATION CERTIFICATION:
To the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contained in the application is true and correct.  The document has been duly authorized by the governing body of this agency and we will comply with the attached assurances if funding is awarded.  I further certify the following is enclosed:







AGENCY TITLE PAGE







SIGNED STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES







BOARD RESOLUTION TO APPLY







APPLICATION NARRATIVE*







BUDGET SUMMARY AND BUDGET DETAIL FORMS*







ORIGINAL AND FOUR COPIES OF THE COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGE

___________________________________________________         _________________________________________
  ________________

SIGNATURE OF CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR                     TITLE




   DATE

OR EQUIVALENT OFFICER

___________________________________________________

(Please print or type name)

*FAILURE TO INCLUDE A REQUIRED APPLICATION COMPONENT CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF THE NGO AND WILL RESULT IN THE APPLICATION  BEING ELIMINATED FROM CONSIDERATION (See NGO  Section 3.3 for  itemized list).
SECTION III:
SEND OR DELIVER APPLICATIONS TO:




APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY:


NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


APPLICATION CONTROL CENTER



4:00 P.M., ON        4/18/13

RIVER VIEW EXECUTIVE PLAZA


BLDG. 100, ROUTE 29 – PO Box 500


TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500

NO FACSIMILE SUBMISSION WILL BE ACCEPTED.
NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED REGARDLESS OF THE DATE POSTMARKED.

NO ADDITIONAL MATERIALS CAN BE SUBMITTED AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS APPLICATION.
5
22

