New Jersey Learning Acceleration Program: 
High-Impact Tutoring Grant (Cohort 3) 
Frequently Asked Questions
Project Period: May 1, 2026 – May 31, 2027
Eligibility & Student/School Criteria
What does “50% average proficiency” mean?
It refers to the percent of proficient students being below 50%, not the scale score.
Is eligibility based on ELA and math combined, or either subject?
Eligibility is based on ELA and mathematics scores averaged together, not one subject alone. Eligibility is limited to LEAs whose average student proficiency on the 2024-2025 New Jersey Student Learning Assessments in grades 3-8 was less than 50% in ELA and mathematics. 
Which districts are eligible to apply for this grant?
Eligibility is limited to LEAs whose average student proficiency on the 2024–2025 NJSLA in grades 3–8 was below 50% in ELA and mathematics. Refer to Appendix B on pg. 28 of the NGO. 
Can Title I schools participate?
There is no exclusionary language for Title 1 schools in this competitive grant; however, there are terms for entitlement and competitive funds. The district’s business administrator is the best resource to determine how these competitive funds, if awarded, would potentially fit into the district’s comprehensive intervention funding.
Which students may receive tutoring services?
The eligible population is students in grades 3-8 who are not yet performing at grade-level standards in ELA and/or math based on the State assessment. To serve additional grades, districts must serve at least one grade in the 3–8 band.
How is eligibility for tutoring programs determined for K–2 students?
Districts may consider results from universal screeners or other data sources that indicate students are not yet performing at grade-level standards in ELA and/or mathematics. Refer to the Student Population section on pg. 12 of the NGO.

Program Design & Delivery
Can we provide ESL tutoring? Is that considered ELA?
The eligible student population is students who are not yet performing at grade-level standards in ELA and/or mathematics based on NJSLA’s performance levels. While multilingual learners (MLs) can be served through tutoring programs based on ELA and mathematics performance, the designed tutoring program must be directly aligned to the NJSLS — English Language Arts and/or mathematics rather than the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards Framework. For tutoring programs serving MLs, the WIDA ELD standards should be integrated as appropriate and necessary for both content areas, as outlined in N.J.A.C. 6A:15.
What tutoring models are allowed?
Tutoring can be delivered in-person or virtually. Tutoring sessions may be facilitated through existing LEA staff, pre-service educators, contracted providers, AI-hybrid models, or a combination. Refer to Section II.4 on pg. 10–13 of the NGO.
Can tutoring be virtual or in-person?
Tutoring sessions can be virtual, in-person, or a combination of the two.
Can teachers provide tutoring as an additional class period during the school day?
Existing district staff may provide tutoring during non-contractual time during the school day for compensation in accordance with local contracts. Refer to Section II.10 on pg. 18–19.
Can districts change from in-district teachers to a contracted provider after award?
The process to propose program delivery changes after the application has been awarded is through the amendment process in the EWEG system. Refer to Section III.8 on pg. 22–23.
When can tutoring begin?
Tutoring programs may run from any point beyond May 1, 2026, including the summer 2026 and/or the 2026-27 school year, as those program dates fit within the project period. The program and all activities must be within the project period of May 1, 2026, to May 31, 2027.
What student-to-tutor ratios are recommended?
Research cited in Program Elements on pg. 13 of the NGO indicates high-impact tutoring is an individualized, tier three intervention. The Department endorses the research that tutoring is most effective when sessions are structured with three (3) or fewer students per tutor (see NGO p. 13). Applicants should cite research supporting any other models proposed, including groups of four or five students. 

Staffing & Tutor Qualifications
Do tutors need NJ certification?
Tutor qualifications, inclusive of certification and background checks, are determined and verified by the district. In the NGO, refer to Project Description on pg. 12 and Commitment & Capacity on pg. 15–16. Please note that evidence of the verification of qualifications is subject to external monitoring.
Is there an NJDOE-approved tutor list?
Only the first round of this grant offered in 2023 included a list of qualified tutors for applicants to consider. This round (Cohort 3) does not have a list of qualified tutoring organizations. Districts seeking to partner with a vendor will determine their suitable partner based on the criteria stated in the NGO. The district’s discretion to vet a suitable partner must include background checks for all tutors and must follow all applicable local public contracts laws. Refer to Section II.4 on pg. 10–16 of the NGO.
Can we hire a program coordinator?
An existing LEA staff member can be a program coordinator for this grant. If the activities are outside contractual time, the coordinator can be paid in accordance with local contracts. This is considered a program cost, not an administrative cost, even if the coordinator is in an administrative role. In the NGO, refer to Section II.6 on pg. 17 and II.10 on pg. 18.
Procurement & Providers
Are RFPs required for contracted providers?
Districts should consult their Business Administrator to comply with the applicable rules, regulations and policies governing contracted services, including local public contracts laws.
Can districts use more than one provider?
Yes, the district can use more than one provider. Refer to the Statement of Need and Project Description on pg. 12 of the NGO.
Can we budget without naming a provider?
Yes, if the provider is to be determined (TBD), it can be stated as “TBD” in the application. All other related information pertaining to this cost should be estimated and/or provided in the application. Refer to Budget on pg. 16 of the NGO.

Budget, Costs & Allowable Uses
Are nurses, security personnel, program coordinators and grant leads/liaisons considered part of the 75% minimum for facilitating tutoring sessions or part of the 25% maximum for supporting the program?
Nurses and security personnel support the program, so their costs count towards the 25% capped portion of the budget. For a program coordinator or grant lead/liaison, it depends. Program coordinators and grant leads/liaisons who have instructional responsibilities (e.g. supervising students in a virtual program) count as facilitating tutoring sessions. Program coordinators and grant leads/liaisons who are not directly facilitating tutoring sessions count towards the 25% capped portion of the budget. In the NGO, refer to Budget on pg. 16, Section II.6 on pg. 17 and Section II.10 on pg. 18–19.
Will this grant cause supplanting with Title I?
All concerns pertaining to supplanting should be directed to the district’s Business Administrator. Refer to Section II.10 on pg. 18-19 of the NGO.
Are benefits allowable?
Yes. Districts are advised to refer to the Department of Treasury’s current OMB circular for rates. Refer to Sections II.9 and II.10 on pg. 17-18 in the NGO.
When must costs be incurred?
All costs for this grant are to be expended within the project period of May 1, 2026 to May 31, 2027. Refer to Section III.4 on pg. 21 in the NGO.
Reimbursement & Reporting
When must costs be incurred?
All costs for this grant are to be expended within the project period of May 1, 2026 to May 31, 2027. Refer to Section III.4 on pg. 21 in the NGO.
Are monthly reimbursement requests required?
Yes, submitting monthly for reimbursement is a standard term when grant funds are accepted. Refer to Section III.4 on pg. 21 in the NGO.

Application & EWEG
What if your district has no allocation?
Competitive grant applications do not have allocation amounts in EWEG. The allocation tab is populated when the grant is awarded.
For districts that are not listed in Appendix B, a budget should be estimated and proposed in the EWEG application. If the application is awarded and is eligible, the amount of allocation will be determined at that time, and the pre-award revision process allows for the budget to be adjusted according to the allocation. 
Can we apply without entering a budget?
If no budget is entered, the application will be disqualified. The budget section is a required part of the application. Refer to the Budget section on pg. 16 of the NGO.
Will the application deadline be extended?
No. The application is due in the EWEG system by 4:00 PM on Friday, February 26, 2026. Refer to Section I.5 on pg. 7 of the NGO.
Where can the application be found in EWEG?
The ‘NJ High Impact Tutoring Cohort 3’ application is available in FY26 under Competitive Grants. If you are unable to locate the application, contact the EWEG Help Desk at EWEGHelpdesk@doe.nj.gov.
Where should “lessons learned” be included in the application?
There are three specific sections with directions for Cohort 1 and 2 applicants to include referencing a prior program. Those sections are: Statement of Need, Project Description and Commitment & Capacity. Refer to these sections on pg. 12-16 of the NGO.
What is the pre‑award timeline?
Pre-award revisions begin as soon as the applications are scored and eligibility is determined. Districts preliminarily awarded the grant will receive an email directly from EWEG (please check your junk email inboxes) with information about the revisions required. This will take place several weeks after the application’s closing period on February 26, 2026, and before the start of the grant term on May 1, 2026. Refer to Section I.8 on pg. 8 of the NGO.
Contacts & Resources
During the application process, all questions must be directed to the Office of Grants Management. Send technical EWEG platform support inquiries to EWEGHelpdesk@doe.nj.gov. Send all other inquiries to the Application Control Center at ogmacc@doe.nj.gov. Once the grant has been awarded, inquiries can be handled by the NJTutor team. Send inquiries to NJTutor@doe.nj.gov. 
