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[bookmark: _wbjl6uzgkx74][bookmark: _ohrl649b544n]LEARning About Literacy: 
Families Series
Session 8 Series Introduction Facilitator Guide
This facilitation guide provides a structured approach to lead Session 1 Series Introduction. The session aims to help educators understand phonological awareness, its significance in early literacy, and how to effectively teach it. The facilitator is tasked with preparing materials, engaging participants, and ensuring active participation throughout the session.
[bookmark: _pzr6kqk55wve]Step-by-Step Facilitation Process
1. Send Pre-Work Email to Community Members: Send the pre-drafted email with the pre-work assignment attached (e.g., reading or video) and session details (date, time, location/platform).
2. Review Pre-Work and Session Presentation Materials: Session slides, and facilitator notes to ensure familiarity with content.
3. Prepare and Update Session Presentation Materials: Update slides with relevant contextual information for the group, prepare all handouts and supplementary resources needed, and check on the room set up, and technology to ensure a smooth session. Test any video links in the presentation to confirm they are working properly.
4. Deliver the Session: Present the pre-drafted session presentation, engage participants with discussions and activities, and answer questions to ensure understanding.
5. [bookmark: _l1cfy46d6lrk][bookmark: _3uq9grtdf163]Invite Community Members to Next Session: Thank participants, share details of the next session, and encourage ongoing engagement with additional resources.

Draft Email
Dear Families,
We are excited to share that we are continuing our Evidence-Based Literacy Instruction learning series as part of our Learning Equity & Academic Recovery efforts. This series is designed to strengthen reading instruction and support every child in becoming a confident, successful reader.
Session 8: Text Structures and Comprehension Strategies
Date: [Insert Date]
Time: [Insert Time]
Location: [Insert Location/Platform Link]
In this session, we will focus on text structures and comprehension strategies — how authors organize information in a text and the tools students can use to better understand what they read. Recognizing text structures such as description, sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution, and compare and contrast helps students organize ideas and make sense of information more effectively. When students understand how a text is structured and apply comprehension strategies, they are better able to identify key ideas and deepen their understanding.
During the session, we will share practical strategies and activities that support students in recognizing text structures and using comprehension strategies that can also be reinforced at home. Families will learn how discussing how information is organized, asking questions while reading, summarizing key ideas, and using graphic organizers can help children better understand and remember what they read. We will also discuss ways we can work together to support students as they build stronger comprehension skills.
We look forward to partnering with you to strengthen your child’s understanding of text structures and overall reading comprehension!
Best regards,
[Your Name]
[Your Title]
[School District Name]
[Your Contact Information]
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Slide 1: Title Slide
 [image: ]
**Facilitator Notes: If you are using the presentation as a standalone or starting with a presentation other than the first one, you may want to unhide this slide to provide some context for participants.
Facilitator Narration
Welcome to the LEARning about Literacy for Families series from the New Jersey Department of Education’s Office of Learning Equity and Academy Recovery, or LEAR. LEAR was established in August 2024 to transform New Jersey’s approach to literacy instruction and advance academic recovery. 
Along with the LEAR office, a Working Group on Student Literacy was created to make recommendations on best practices and evidence-based strategies to help all children learn. Through the group’s research, it was determined that states that mirrored the language and formats used with teachers successfully communicated information about early literacy learning to families. As a result, one of the group's recommendations was to develop clear, accessible information for families to support aligned language around early literacy development. In response to this recommendation, the LEAR office created this series for parents, families, and caregivers, providing research and information on early literacy, along with practical applications and activities they can do with their children at home.
For more information about LEAR and the New Jersey Department of Education, visit the link on the screen.
Facilitator Note: Hide this slide if this is not the first session you are facilitating with this group.


Slide 2: Title Slide
 [image: ]
Facilitator Narration
Welcome! We’re excited to have you join us for this eighth and final session in the LEARning about Literacy for Families series, created for New Jersey Families supporting their children’s literacy journey at home. We will focus on text structures and comprehension. 
Slide 3: Session 8: Literacy Knowledge
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Facilitator Narration:
Let’s revisit Scarborough’s Reading Rope one last time. The Reading Rope shows us how many skills weave together to make a skilled reader. One strand is called literacy knowledge.
This includes knowing how print works, recognizing different kinds of books, and noticing how texts are organized. When children understand these patterns, it helps them make sense of and remember what they read.


Slide 4: Text Version of Scarborough’s Reading Rope
The text version is provided for people who cannot access the content in the image (e.g., someone who is blind or has low vision). 
Slide 5: Print Concepts
[image: ]
Facilitator Narration
Print awareness is all about understanding that written words carry meaning and follow certain rules that help us read and write.
Some of the things children learn include:
· Reading direction: In English, we read from left to right and top to bottom.
· Book parts: Books have a cover, title, author, illustrator, spine, and pages. Knowing these helps children navigate books.
· Word boundaries: Spaces show where one word ends and the next begins.
· Units of print: Letters come together to make words, and words come together to make sentences.
· Punctuation: Marks like periods, question marks, and exclamation points help children know how to read and understand sentences.
By noticing these features, children are building the foundation for strong reading and writing skills.


Slide 6: Text Structures
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Facilitator Narration:
· Text structure is simply how a book or passage is organized. Common text structures include: description, sequence, problem/solution, cause and effect, and compare and contrast.
· When children understand how a text is put together, it helps them figure out what the author is trying to say.
· Learning about text structures also helps with writing, because it shows children ways to organize their own ideas.
· By noticing the features of stories and informational books, children can follow along more easily and remember the important points.
Slide 7: Graphic Organizers: A Tool for Comprehension
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Facilitator Narration
Before we try the practice activity, let’s review the importance of graphic organizers. As adults, we use graphic organizers such as shopping lists and calendars to help organize our lives. 
· For children, graphic organizers are tools like charts, story maps, or diagrams that help children see how a text is organized.
· For example, a cause-and-effect chart can show why something happened and what the result was. A story map can show the characters, setting, problem, and solution.
· These tools make the structure of a text visible, which helps kids understand and remember what they read. They also give children a model for how to organize their own writing.
Slide 8: Find the Structure Together (1 of 2)
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Facilitator Narration
Let’s practice how text structure works by looking at this short passage together:
‘The park was full of trash after the holiday weekend. This made the community worried about safety and the environment. To solve the problem, volunteers organized a cleanup day. As a result, the park looked beautiful again, and everyone enjoyed it.’
Now, let’s ask a few simple questions:
· What was the problem? (The park was full of trash.)
· What was the solution? (The community organized a cleanup day.)
· What was the result? (The park looked beautiful again and people enjoyed it.)
This is called a problem–solution text structure.
One way we help kids see this more clearly is by using a graphic organizer—a simple chart with three boxes: Problem, Solution, and Goal/Result. At home, you can practice this too. When reading a story or even talking about real-life situations, you might ask: What’s the problem? How was it solved? What happened in the end?
This simple routine helps kids recognize text structures, which makes it easier for them to understand and remember what they read.
Slide 9: How You Can Help Your Child at Home (1 of 2)
[image: ]
Facilitator Narration
Here’s another short passage. Let’s read it together:
‘First, the kids gathered the ingredients to make cookies. Next, they mixed the flour, sugar, and eggs in a bowl. Then, they shaped the dough into circles on a baking tray. Finally, they baked the cookies in the oven and enjoyed a warm treat.’
Now let’s think about the questions:
· What happened first? (They gathered the ingredients.)
· What happened next? (They mixed them together.)
· What happened then? (They shaped the dough.)
· What happened last? (They baked the cookies and ate them.)
This passage follows a sequence structure—steps in order.
We can show this with a simple organizer, like a flow chart with boxes labeled First, Next, Then, Finally.
At home, you can practice this by asking your child to retell the steps of a recipe you cook together, or even the steps of a bedtime routine. Recognizing sequences helps children follow directions in texts and remember the order of events in stories.
One way we help kids see this more clearly is by using a graphic organizer—a simple chart with three boxes: Problem, Solution, and Result. At home, you can practice this too. When reading a story or even talking about real-life situations, you might ask: What’s the problem? How was it solved? What happened in the end?
This simple routine helps kids recognize text structures, which makes it easier for them to understand and remember what they read.


Slide 10: Questions to Ask Your Child’s Teacher 
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Facilitator Narration
Here are some questions you might ask your child’s teacher to learn more about how text structures support reading:
· How do you teach text structures in class? — This gives you a window into what your child is practicing every day.
· How can I tell if my child is recognizing text structures when we read at home? — This helps you know what signs to look for during reading.
· What kinds of books or passages are best for practicing text structures? — Teachers can point you toward texts that make these patterns easier to see.
· How can I support my child’s comprehension and writing with text structures at home? — This connects what happens in school with what you can do at home to reinforce the skill.
The goal is to have meaningful comprehension conversations to help your child become a strong and confident reader. 
Slide 11: How You Can Help Your Child at Home (1 of 2)
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Facilitator Narration
Here are a few simple ways you can help your child practice text structures at home:
· Talk about how books are organized. When you read, point out whether the book is telling a story, explaining steps, or describing a problem and solution.
· Use everyday routines to practice sequences. Ask your child to retell the steps in brushing teeth, making a sandwich, or getting ready for bed. This builds their understanding of sequence structure.
· Spot problems and solutions in real life. If a toy breaks or the family runs out of milk, ask: What’s the problem? How can we solve it? What happened after? This mirrors the problem–solution structure in texts.
· Try simple charts or story maps together. Draw three boxes labeled Beginning, Middle, End, or Problem, Solution, Result, and fill them in after reading a short story.
These little activities don’t take much time, but they help your child notice patterns in reading and build stronger comprehension skills.
Slide 12: How You Can Help Your Child at Home (2 of 2)
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Facilitator Narration
Additional ideas, activities, directions, and examples can be found on Reading Rockets website. The QR code links to the second-grade page and includes a number of ideas, including book-mapping and sequencing activities. Activities for other age and grade levels are accessible from the Reading 101: A Guide for Parents menu.
Facilitator Note: Comprehension: Activity for Your Second Grader 


Slide 13: In Closing
[image: ]
Facilitator Narration
In closing, we hope that you have enjoyed this session. To solidify your learning, we recommend reviewing “Reading 101: A Guide for Parents” on the Reading Rockets website. The resource is linked to the QR code on the screen. 
Facilitator Note: Link to resource: Reading 101: A Guide for Parents
Slide 14: References
This slide lists references from the presentation.
Slide 15: Follow the New Jersey Department of Education
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Graphic Organizers: A Tool for Comprehension
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