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New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

Final Decision 

 
P.H. and K.G.H., on behalf of minor child, L.H., 

 

 Petitioner,      

 

v.  

 

Board of Education of the City of Northfield,  

Atlantic County,   

     

 Respondent. 

 

Synopsis 

 

In October 2019, petitioners appealed the finding of the respondent Board that their son – who had 

attended kindergarten at the Northfield Community School from the commencement of the 2018-2019 

school year through March 28, 2019 – was not the victim of harassment, intimidation and bullying (HIB) 

pursuant to the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act (Act), N.J.S.A. 18A:37-13 et seq.  Petitioners alleged that 

the HIB investigation conducted by the Board was procedurally and practically defective because it was 

conducted months after L.H. had been withdrawn from the school district.  The parties filed opposing 

motions for summary decision.   

 

The ALJ found, inter alia, that:  there are no material facts at issue in this case, and the matter is ripe for 

summary decision;  the within matter was not mooted by the withdrawal of L.H. from the district;  the 

Board acknowledged that as of April 29, 2019, it had received adequate information upon which to begin 

an HIB investigation;  such investigation should have commenced at that time pursuant to the statutory 

mandates set forth in N.J.S.A. 18A:3 7-15b;  because it was not initiated until June 5, 2019, the Board was 

in violation of the Act as well as Board policy regarding the initiation of HIB investigations;  however, 

given the limited information provided to the District by petitioners regarding the nature of their 

complaint, and given that the District was not permitted to interview the victim of the alleged HIB, the 

Board’s determination in this matter was based on a sufficiently complete investigation and was not 

arbitrary, capricious, or unreasonable. Accordingly, the ALJ dismissed the petitioners’ motion for 

summary decision and granted summary decision in favor of the Board;  in so doing, the ALJ directed the 

Board to institute corrective action to assure that future HIB investigations are commenced in a timely 

manner pursuant to the schedule established by the Act and Board policy.  

 

Upon a comprehensive review, the Commissioner concurred with the ALJ that the Board’s HIB 

determination was based on a sufficiently complete investigation and was not arbitrary, capricious, or 

unreasonable.  Further, the Commissioner agreed that the Board did not initiate its HIB investigation in a 

timely manner.  Accordingly, the Commissioner granted the Board’s motion for summary decision and 

dismissed the petition.  The Board was directed to be more mindful of statutory time requirements when 

conducting future HIB investigations. 

This synopsis is not part of the Commissioner’s decision.  It has been prepared for the convenience of the reader.  It has been 

neither reviewed nor approved by the Commissioner. 
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The record of this matter and the Initial Decision of the Office of Administrative 

Law (OAL) have been reviewed and considered.  The parties did not file exceptions. 

The Board determined that petitioners’ child was not the victim of harassment, 

intimidation, and bullying (HIB). Upon review, the Commissioner concurs with the 

Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) that the Board’s determination was based on a sufficiently 

complete investigation and was not arbitrary, capricious, or unreasonable, for the reasons 

detailed in the Initial Decision.  The Commissioner further agrees with the ALJ that the Board 

did not initiate its HIB investigation in a timely manner, but that the delay does not render the 

Board’s determination arbitrary, capricious, or unreasonable;  however, the Board is directed to 

be more mindful of the statutory time requirements when conducting future HIB investigations. 
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Accordingly, the Board’s motion for summary decision is granted, and the 

petition of appeal is hereby dismissed. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.1 

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 

Date of Decision: 

Date of Mailing: 

1 This decision may be appealed to the Appellate Division of the Superior Court pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-9.1. 

Under N.J.Ct.R. 2:4-1(b), a notice of appeal must be filed with the Appellate Division within 45 days from the date 

of mailing of this decision. 

October 21, 2021
October 21, 2021
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