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New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

Decision 
 
Township of Wantage, Sussex County, Borough of 
Sussex, Sussex County, Borough of Branchville, 
Sussex County, Township of Lafayette,  
Sussex County, Ronald Bassani, Edward Meyer,  
Anthony Frato, Sr., and Richard Hughes, 
 
 Petitioners,      
 

v.  
 
New Jersey Department of Education, Board of 
of the High Point Regional School District, 
Sussex County, and Board of Education of the 
Township of Montague, Sussex County, 
 
 Respondents. 

 
Synopsis 

 
The petitioning municipalities and taxpayers sought relief in regard to the 2020-2021 budget of the High 
Point Regional School District (HPRSD), arguing, inter alia, that the meaning of the pertinent statute – 
N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-39(e) – is uncertain, and that the tax rate for petitioners and all other taxpayers in the 
district for the 2020-2021 budget year was improperly inflated as a result.  The respondents contended that 
the language of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-39(e) is clear and unambiguous, and that the development of HPRSD’s 
budget for the 2020-2021 year comported with the statute.   

The ALJ found, inter alia, that:  the operative statute is N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-39(e), which allows HPRSD to 
add to its adjusted tax levy, in any one of the next three succeeding budget years, the amount of the 
difference between the maximum allowable amount to be raised by taxation for the current school budget 
year and the actual amount to be raised by taxation for the current school budget year;  the First Amended 
Petition in this matter reflects that HPRSD added to one of the next three succeeding budget years (2020-
2021) the amount of the difference between the maximum allowable amount and the actual amount to be 
raised;  while HPRSD’s actions resulted in an increase for 2020-2021 that was higher that 2%, its actions 
resulted in lower percentages in the preceding years;  the language of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-39(e) is clear and 
unambiguous;  and the respondents did not act in an arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable manner in 
developing HPRSD’s 2020-2021 budget.  As such, the ALJ concluded that petitioners’ remedy in this 
matter is political, not legal, and dismissed the petition.     

Upon review,  the Commissioner concurred with the ALJ that the petition must be dismissed.  Accordingly, 
the Initial Decision of the Office of Administrative Law was adopted as the final decision in this matter.  
The petition was dismissed. 

This synopsis is not part of the Commissioner’s decision.  It has been prepared for the convenience of the reader.  It 
has been neither reviewed nor approved by the Commissioner. 
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New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

Final Decision 

 
Township of Wantage, Sussex County,  
Borough of Sussex, Sussex County,  
Borough of Branchville, Sussex County, 
Township of Lafayette, Sussex County,  
Ronald Bassani, Edward Meyer,  
Anthony Frato, Sr., and Richard Hughes, 
 

Petitioners, 
 
v. 

 
New Jersey Department of Education,  
Board of Education of the High Point  
Regional School District, Sussex County, 
and Board of Education of the Township 
of Montague, Sussex County,  
 

Respondents. 

  

 

  The record of this matter and the Initial Decision of the Office of Administrative 

Law (OAL) have been reviewed.  The parties did not file exceptions.1   

                                                           
1 However, following the issuance of the Initial Decision, petitioners submitted correspondence to the Commissioner 
attempting to withdraw the petition of appeal.  There is no provision in the applicable statutes or regulations permitting 
the withdrawal of a petition of appeal following the issuance of an Initial Decision.   
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  Upon review, the Commissioner concurs with the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 

that the petition of appeal should be dismissed.  Accordingly, the Initial Decision of the OAL is 

adopted as the final decision in this matter, and the petition of appeal is hereby dismissed. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.2     

 

 

 

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 

 
 
 
Date of Decision: April 13, 2021  
Date of Mailing: April 13, 2021 
 

 

 

                                                           
2 This decision may be appealed to the Appellate Division of the Superior Court pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-
9.1.  Under N.J.Ct.R. 2:4-1(b), a notice of appeal must be filed with the Appellate Division within 45 days from the 
date of mailing of this decision. 
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