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New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

Final Decision 

 

In the Matter of the Teaching Certificates of  
Mary Jo Reid, Board of Education of the City of 
Summit, Union County. 

 

Synopsis 

This matter was opened before the Commissioner of Education in June 2021, by way of an Order 
to Show Cause (OTSC) served by the petitioner, the Board of Education of the City of Summit,  
upon Mary Jo Reid, requiring respondent to show cause why an order should not be entered 
suspending her “teaching certificate 1-09-6610” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:26-10 for retiring from 
her position as a Behaviorist without giving the 60 days’ notice required by her contract because 
of health and safety concerns with regard to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Respondent asserted that 
the OTSC sought suspension of her Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) Certification, under 
which she was employed by the respondent, and that this matter should be dismissed because 
the Commissioner of Education lacks jurisdiction to suspend this certificate.  Respondent filed a 
motion to dismiss, which was opposed by the petitioning Board. 
 

The ALJ found, inter alia, that while the Board argues that it intended to seek the suspension of 
respondent’s educational services certificate, the certificate 1-09-6610 referenced in the OTSC 
corresponds to respondent’s Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) certification.  Respondent’s 
BCBA certificate was issued by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board, Inc., and not by the 
Department of Education.  The ALJ found that the Commissioner does not have the authority to 
suspend respondent’s BCBA certificate.  Accordingly, the respondent’s motion to dismiss was 
granted and the ALJ ordered the OTSC dismissed.   
 
Upon review, the Commissioner agreed that she does not have jurisdiction to suspend 
respondent’s BCBA certificate, which was not issued by, and is not regulated by, the Department.  
Accordingly, the Initial Decision of the OAL was adopted as the final decision in this matter and 
the OTSC was dismissed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This synopsis is not part of the Commissioner’s decision.  It has been prepared for the convenience of the reader.  
It has been neither reviewed nor approved by the Commissioner. 



OAL Dkt. No. EDU 06568-21 
Agency Dkt. No. 98-6/21 

New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

Decision

In the Matter of the Suspension of the 
Teaching Certificates of Mary Jo Reid,  
Board of Education of the City of Summit, 
Union County. 

The record of this matter and the Initial Decision of the Office of Administrative Law 

(OAL) have been reviewed.  The parties did not file exceptions. 

In this matter, the Board filed an Order to Show Cause (OTSC) to suspend respondent’s 

“teaching certificate 1-09-6610” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:26-10 for resigning without giving the 

notice required by her contract.  Respondent was employed by the Board as a Behaviorist since 

2012 and retired with less than 60-days’ notice because of health and safety concerns with 

regard to working in the school during the COVID-19 pandemic.  While the Board argues that it 

intended to seek the suspension of respondent’s educational services certificate, the certificate 

1-09-6610 referenced in the OTSC corresponds to respondent’s Board Certified Behavior

Analyst (BCBA) certification.  Respondent’s BCBA certificate was issued by the Behavior Analyst 

Certification Board, Inc., and not by the Department.  As such, the ALJ found that the 

Commissioner does not have the authority to suspend respondent’s BCBA certificate. 

Upon review, the Commissioner agrees with the ALJ that she is without jurisdiction to 

suspend respondent’s BCBA certificate, which is not issued or regulated by the Department.1 

1 The Commissioner need not decide whether respondent’s educational services certificate should be 
suspended because it is not at issue in this matter. 
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Accordingly, the Initial Decision of the OAL is adopted as the final decision in this matter 

and the OTSC is hereby dismissed. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 2 

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 

Date of Decision: 
Date of Mailing: 

2 This decision may be appealed to the Appellate Division of the Superior Court pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 18A:6-9.1.  Under N.J.Ct.R. 2:4-1(b), a notice of appeal must be filed with the Appellate Division 
within 45 days from the date of mailing of this decision.

January 27, 2022
January 27, 2022














	098-06-21 Commissioner Decision No. 21-22 (synopsis)
	098-06-21 Commissioner Decision No. 21-22
	098-06-21 Initial Decision (EDU 6568-21 - dated)

