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Synopsis 

 
Pro se petitioner appealed the determination of the respondent Board that her minor children were not 
entitled to a free public education in Elizabeth schools during the period from March 13 to April 25, 2023.  The 
Board contended that V.B.’s children had transferred in and out of the District five times since 2017, and a 
residency investigation concluded that the family was not domiciled in Elizabeth during the period in question.  
The Board sought tuition reimbursement in the total amount of $9,570.00 for the children’s ineligible 
attendance during the 2022-2023 school year.    
 
The ALJ found, inter alia, that:  petitioner testified credibly that the address on her paperwork with the District 
included an incorrect apartment number, and she had lived on the third floor rather than the second floor, 
which is where the residency investigator visited to gather evidence that she did not live at the address 
provided;  the Roselle address that the investigator contended is petitioner’s actual address is the home of the 
children’s paternal grandmother, where the children spent time but never slept overnight; petitioner submitted 
a current lease effective March 1, 2023, as well as a utility bill and driver’s license with the same current 
address in Elizabeth as proof of her residency within the school district during the time in question;  the 
District’s investigator did not surveille petitioner’s current address; and the Board failed to prove that the 
children were living at the grandmother’s Roselle home.  The ALJ concluded that petitioner met her burden of 
proof that the family is currently domiciled in Elizabeth and the children are eligible for a free education in 
Elizabeth schools.  Accordingly, the ALJ determined that no tuition reimbursement is due to the District and 
ordered the reversal of the Board’s residency determination.  
 
Upon review, the Commissioner concurred with the ALJ’s findings and conclusion and adopted the 
Initial Decision of the OAL as the final decision in this matter.  Accordingly, the petition of appeal was granted, 
and no tuition reimbursement is owed to the Board.  
 
 

This synopsis is not part of the Commissioner’s decision.  It has been prepared for the convenience of the reader.  It has 
been neither reviewed nor approved by the Commissioner. 
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The record of this matter and the Initial Decision of the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) have 

been reviewed and considered.  The parties did not file exceptions. 

Upon review, the Commissioner concurs with the Administrative Law Judge that V.B. and her 

four minor children were residents of the City of Elizabeth – and domiciled within the Board’s school 

district – during the period of March 13, 2023, to April 25, 2023.  Thus, the Board is not entitled to 

reimbursement from petitioner for tuition costs.   

Accordingly, the petition of appeal is hereby granted. 

IT IS SO ORDERED.1 

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 

Date of Decision: 
Date of Mailing:  

1 This decision may be appealed to the Appellate Division of the Superior Court pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-9.1. 
Under N.J.Ct.R. 2:4-1(b), a notice of appeal must be filed with the Appellate Division within 45 days from the date 
of mailing of this decision. 
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