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On November 29, 1996, the Commissioner of Education issued a decision in

which he granted the request of the Board of Education of the Township of Logan to

terminate its sending-receiving relationship with the Board of Education of the Borough

of Paulsboro (hereinafter “Paulsboro Board”).
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On December 20, 1996, the Paulsboro Board filed a notice of appeal with the

State Board of Education.  On December 26, 1996, the briefing schedule was placed in

abeyance at the request of the Paulsboro Board pending its receipt of transcripts from

the hearing held in the Office of Administrative Law in this matter.1  The Paulsboro

Board was also given until January 6, 1997 to file a substitution of attorney.  A

substitution of attorney was thereafter filed on December 30, 1996.

On January 24, 1997, the Paulsboro Board filed a motion for a stay of the

Commissioner’s decision, along with a brief in support of its motion.  On April 2, 1997,

we denied that motion.

On October 9, 1997, the director of the State Board Appeals Office notified the

counsel for the Paulsboro Board that the briefing schedule in its appeal was being

re-established “[i]n view of the amount of time that has been provided to you to obtain

transcripts....”  The Paulsboro Board was given until November 3, 1997 to file a brief in

support of its appeal.  The Paulsboro Board failed to file a brief by that date.  By letter

dated November 11, 1997, the counsel for the Paulsboro Board was advised that no

appeal brief had been filed and that this matter was therefore being referred to the

Legal Committee of the State Board for consideration of its failure to perfect the appeal.

The Paulsboro Board has still failed to file a brief in support of its appeal, more

than two months after the extended deadline for such filing.  Nor has the Paulsboro

Board offered any explanation for its failure to file a brief or requested an additional

extension of time for such filing.

                                           
1 N.J.A.C. 6:2-1.11(a) provides that “the appellant shall serve and file a brief in support of the appeal
within 20 days after the appeal has been filed.“
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The State Board of Education therefore dismisses the appeal in this matter for

failure to perfect.  N.J.A.C. 6:2-1.12(a).  See Paszamant v. Board of Education of the

Borough of Highland Park, decided by the State Board, April 1, 1992, aff’d,

Docket #A-4812-91-3 (App. Div. 1993).
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