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In September 2000, the Wallkill Valley Regional High School District (hereinafter

“Regional District”) filed a petition of appeal with the Commissioner of Education

challenging the Department of Education’s determination that it was the district of



residence for P.P., a student placed by the Division of Youth and Family Services in a
state-sponsored skill development home, and therefore was responsible for the tuition
and transportation costs of his educational placement. On June 18, 2003, the Deputy
Commissioner adopted the recommendation of the Administrative Law Judge,
concluding that the respondent Board of Education of the Borough of Ramsey
(hereinafter “Ramsey Board”), the district of residence of P.P.’s father, with whom P.P.
had lived prior to his admission to the State facility, was the district responsible for
P.P.’s educational costs.

On July 18, 2003, the Ramsey Board filed the instant appeal to the State Board.
On December 4, 2003, the parties submitted a proposed settlement agreement in which
the Ramsey Board agreed to withdraw its appeal and to reimburse the Regional District
for P.P.’s tuition and transportation costs for the 1999-2000, 2000-01, 2001-02 and
2002-03 school years in a total amount not to exceed $172,698.29 in three equal annual
payments beginning on July 1, 2004.

We have reviewed the proposed settlement and find it to be in accord with the

principles expressed in In re Cardonick, decided by the State Board of Education,

April 6, 1983. We therefore approve the settlement in this matter.
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