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New Jersey Statewide Student Support Services (NJ4S)
Executive Summary: NJ4S provides free, school-based mental health, wellness, prevention, and eligible clinical supports for students in grades 6-12 from public middle schools, high schools, K-8 schools, and public charter schools.  These programs help schools address critical challenges such as absenteeism, bullying, substance misuse, student well-being, and academic success. 
As part of a strengthened partnership between the New Jersey Department of Children and Families (NJ DCF) and the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE), NJ4S offers schools the opportunity to access coordinated resources, evidence-based services, and connections to a continuum of community supports. 
Take action: 
1. Review and confirm your school's designated NJ4S representative at https://nj.gov/nj4s/about/school-representatives/ to ensure your students, staff, and families can fully benefit from school-based, no-cost supports during the 2026-27 school year. 
2. Visit the **NEW** website: nj.gov/nj4s. 
3. If your eligible school serves students in grades 6-12, and your school is not yet registered with NJ4S, submit a contact form here – it takes less than 60 seconds to get started! 

Dear School Administrator,
As you begin the 2026-27 school year, the NJ Statewide Student Support Services (NJ4S) program is here to support your school, students, staff, and families. 
NJ4S provides free, customized mental health, wellness, and clinical supports designed around the needs identified by schools and their communities.
How NJ4S Can Support Your School

NJ4S works collaboratively with schools to identify needs, plan appropriate support, deliver an array of mental health and wellness programming, and connect students and families with additional services when needed. Review the chart below to explore whether NJ4S can support your school:

	Common Challenges NJ4S 
Helps Address
	Services Offered by NJ4S

	· Absenteeism
· Bullying and Cyberbullying
· Eating Disorders
· Substance Use
· Sexual Health and Teen Pregnancy Prevention
· Suicide and Violence Prevention
· Student Well-Being
	School-Wid Services
· Developing Healthy Coping and Relationship Skills
· Academic Success Planning
· Staff Training on Mental Health and Student Management

Individualized / Small Group Student Services
· Counseling
· Social Skills Groups
· Mentorship
· Action Planning



Schools can request customized support from their local NJ4S provider, addressing the needs of the students, staff, and community.  If you would like to explore opportunities for partnership, you can reach out to your regional NJ4S provider.
What's New for 2026-27
As NJ4S enters its fourth school year, the program continues to expand partnerships across New Jersey and connect students, schools, and families with a broader statewide network of mental health and wellness resources.
This year, NJDOE joins NJ DCF to strengthen the connection between New Jersey's mental health / wellness services and the needs of students and educators in the school environment. The **NEW** NJ4S website is a one stop location to learn more about the program, available services, upcoming events, and how to get connected.
School-Based Services
After a quick application process, NJ4S can provide skill-building, prevention, wellness, and eligible clinical services for students in grades 6-12 that attend eligible public schools. 
* Note: Schools that are already registered with NJ4S can continue requesting available evidence-based prevention and clinical support through the NJ4S portal. 
Take Action
Each participating school should have at least one designated representative who can request NJ4S services on behalf of the school.
· Already registered?
· Please visit https://nj.gov/nj4s/about/school-representatives/ to review and confirm your school's designated NJ4S representative.

· Need to register with your school or change your representative?
· Visit https://nj.gov/nj4s/about/nj4s-overview/#signup
NJ4S Resources for the School Community and Beyond
NJ4S offers community-based mental health education and wellness promotion programs at no cost for K-12 students and caregivers. Schools and families can explore upcoming events and workshops here.
“I strongly believe NJ4S was helpful for our students … NJ4S is a valuable tool for our community and this year I will look to extend its support to our parents. Our community in its entirety can benefit from NJ4S.” – A school counselor in Paterson, NJ
On behalf of the students that we all serve, thank you for your continued partnership. We wish you, your staff, students, and families a healthy, safe, and successful school year.
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