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Student absences provide important information about 

a school’s culture and climate. Research shows that 

absences impact a student's ability to succeed in school. 
The New Jersey Department of Education used input 

from New Jersey communities to select chronic 

absenteeism as its measure of school quality and 

student success for the ESSA accountability plan. 
Chronic absenteeism is defined as being absent for 10% 

or more of the days enrolled during the school year. A 

student who is not present for any reason, whether 

excused, unexcused, or for disciplinary action, is 

considered absent unless permitted by state statute or 

regulations. 

This table shows the number and percentage of students 
in grades K-12 both overall and by student group who were 

chronically absent during the 2023 - 2024 school year. 
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This graph shows the percentage of K-12 students by the percentage 
of days enrolled that the students were absent during the school 
year. The last three bars, 10% to 12.9%, 13% to 19.9%, and 20% or 

higher represent students who were chronically absent. 

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/

