
“Emotional Abuse” Factors

· The Investigator* must be able to demonstrate a causal relationship between the conduct of the parent and an effect on the child.  The effect on the child must be observable, long-lasting and constitute a handicapping condition in a child’s ability to think, learn or socialize.
· Secure verification that a child has suffered observable and substantial impairment to his or her ability to function within a normal range of performance or behavior due to injury to the intellectual, emotional, or psychological development.
· There must be an “Acceptable Reporter/Source,” which means a psychiatrist, registered psychologist (School Psychologist), medical doctor (School Physician), registered nurse (Certified School Nurse or non-certified Nurse), certified social worker (School Social Worker), school teacher or a therapist or counselor (School Counselor) employed in a community mental health agency or social service agency (or school) who has reason to believe that a child has sustained mental injury as the result of abuse or neglect may be the Reporter. 
· Specific identification and documentation of parental action or behavior, which caused the mental/emotional injury (ABUSE), or the blatant disregard of parental responsibilities which led to mental injury (NEGLECT).
· Identify and document the causal link between the child's mental/emotional injury and the action, behavior or blatant disregard exhibited by the parent/caregiver (e.g. the child's impairment must be directly related to the parent's action).
· Detailed explanatory statements of the victim, perpetrator, witnesses, and any other person with knowledge of the condition have been obtained.
· All other required contacts made, or documentation as to why if they were not made.
· Consults have been obtained, as required.
* It is the Investigator that will coordinate these actions to try to prove “Emotional Abuse,” not school staff. School staff is entitled to report SUSPECTED emotional abuse, as they would report any other type of suspected abuse/neglect. 
