Signs of Physical Neglect



Observable Indicators:
· Consistent hunger, poor hygiene, inappropriate dress

· Consistent lack of supervision, especially in dangerous activities or long periods

· Frequent fatigue or listlessness

· Unattended physical problems or medical needs

· Abandonment

Behavioral Indicators:
· Begging, stealing food

· Extended stays at school (arrive early & depart late)

· Falling asleep in class

· Noticeably poor hygiene

· Shunned by peers

· Clinging behavior

· Alcohol or drug abuse

· Delinquency (e.g. thefts)

· States there is no caregiver

Social/Emotional Indicators:

· Poor self-esteem 

· Attachment difficulties 

· Emotional neediness 

· Social problems; reduced pro-social behaviors 

· Difficulty setting personal boundaries 

· Inability to say “no” to inappropriate requests (related to neediness for attention) 

· Impaired initiative 

Classroom problems which might be observed:

· Poor concentration
· excessive absences
· lack of learned self-discipline
· inability to apply self to a task
· poor grades
· learning difficulties
