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Implementation of Legislation
• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-34.4 eliminated requirement of a Praxis Core test to obtain a 

certification;

• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.32 created a certificate of eligibility with advanced standing 
(CEAS) paraprofessional certification pathway; 

• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.26 established the computer science endorsement required for 
educators teaching computer science in grades nine through 12; and

• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.35 eliminated the requirement of a Commissioner-approved 
performance-based assessment and instead, educator preparation programs 
(EPPs) establish their own performance-based assessment. 
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Implementation of Legislation
• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.23 requires all EPPs to include six credits of instruction 

focused on special education pedagogy, training on culturally 
responsive/sustaining pedagogies, and training on supporting multilingual 
learners;

• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.24 requires EPPs that train educators specifically for the 
teacher of students with disabilities endorsement to include coursework on 
autism spectrum disorder;

•  N.J.S.A. 18A: 26-36 permits EPPs to accept any number of credit hours from 
other institutions; and

• N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.31 requires all teaching certification candidates who have 
attended an EPP to complete a course or training on culturally responsive 
teaching.
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N.J.A.C. 6A:9, Professional Standards
• The chapter contains definitions for preparation, 

certification, and professional development of educators 
throughout N.J.A.C. 6A:9A, 6A:9B, and 6A:9C. 

• The chapter also contains the Professional Standards for 
Teachers and School Leaders.
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N.J.A.C. 6A:9A, Educator Preparation Programs 

• The chapter contains rules governing the approval of 
Certificate of Eligibility of Advance Standing (CEAS) and 
Certificate of Eligibility (CE) educator preparation 
programs. 

• The chapter also contains the rules governing the 
preparation of educators for successful program entry, exit 
and completion to be recommended for educator 
certification.
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N.J.A.C. 6A:9B, State Board of Examiners 
and Certification

• The chapter contains the rules governing the certification of 
educators or candidates required to be certified. 

• The chapter also contains the rules delineating the 
organization of, powers of, duties of, and proceedings 
before the State Board of Examiners.
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N.J.A.C. 6A:9A, Definitions
“Performance-based assessment” means, pursuant to the authorizing statute, a multi-measure 
assessment process where candidates demonstrate the pedagogical knowledge and skills 
identified in the New Jersey Professional Standards for Teachers and their content knowledge 
and skill in teaching to the New Jersey Learning Standards in the grade band and subject area of 
a certificate sought.

"Culturally responsive teaching" means, pursuant to the authorizing statute, a pedagogy that 
recognizes the importance of including students' cultural references in all aspects of learning, and 
that uses research-based teaching strategies that make meaningful connections between what 
students learn in school and their cultures, languages, and experiences.

“Professional education coursework” means coursework required to obtain a certificate, 
including courses in child development, language development, curriculum development, and 
methods of instruction.
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N.J.S.A. 18A:26-34.4, The State law eliminated the Commissioner-
approved test of basic reading, writing, and mathematics skills

The Statute eliminated the Praxis Core and all exceptions as a requirement for 
an instructional certificate, except for a limited certificate of eligibility (CE) or 
limited certificate of eligibility with advanced standing (CEAS). 

Following the elimination of Praxis Core as a requirement, a candidate would 
no longer need to “waive” it through the Limited CE/CEAS program.  The 
candidate would be eligible for standard CE/CEAS certificate.  However, since 
a candidate can only waive one requirement through the Limited CE/CEAS 
program, a candidate seeking to waive a requirement other than Praxis Core 
would still need to pass the Praxis Core to be eligible for a Limited CE/CEAS.
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N.J.S.A. 18A:26-35.a, prohibit the State Board from requiring 
a Commissioner-approved performance-based assessment 

• The proposed amendments revise various sections to align to the new law that 
prohibits the State Board from requiring a candidate for a CEAS or a CE to 
complete a Commissioner-approved performance-based assessment. 

• The revised statute also requires educator preparation programs establish their 
own performance-based assessment.
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N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.24, Coursework on Autism Spectrum Disorder

The proposed amendments will align various sections to the new law 
that requires educator preparation programs for teacher of students 
with disabilities to include coursework on autism spectrum disorder 
and comprehensive, evidence-based instructional practices to address 
the educational strengths and needs of students with autism.
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N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.32, Pathway for Paraprofessionals Enrolled in a 
CEAS Program

The new Statute allows for the individuals to count certain work experience as 
paraprofessionals and instructional assistants toward full credit for the clinical practice 
component of a CEAS educator preparation program.

• New N.J.A.C. 6A:9A-4.4(d)1 which allows a paraprofessional or instruction assistant, 
working in a school district and enrolled in a CEAS educator preparation program to be 
allowed to count their work experience as a paraprofessional or instructional assistant 
toward full credit for the clinical practice component of the CEAS program, pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.32.c(1)

• New N.J.A.C. 6A:9A-4.4(e)1 to ensure that a school district with a paraprofessional or 
instructional assistant enrolled in a CEAS educator preparation program makes every 
effort to place the candidate in a classroom setting in the endorsement area sought and 
with a cooperating teacher, as required by the authorizing statute
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N.J.S.A. 18A:26-36, Accepting credit from other institutions

Proposed amendments will revise various sections to align to new 
law that allows CE educator preparation programs to accept any 
number of formal instructional hours from other institutions which 
are approved educator preparation programs, a higher education 
institution, or an educational organization unless prohibited by the 
receiving educator preparation program’s accreditation.
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N.J.S.A. 18A:16-1.1a, Substitute limitations

The Statute allows the Commissioner to grant a school district’s request to 
extend, for an additional 20 school days, the use of a substitute credential holder 
if the school district can demonstrate it is unable to hire an appropriately 
certified teacher for the vacant position within the original 20-day time limit.

• New N.J.A.C. 6A:9B-7.1(a)1 aligns with the statute by allowing the 
Commissioner to grant a school district’s request for an extension of an 
additional 20 days.
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N.J.A.C. 6A:9B-9.2, Computer Science

The Department proposes to amend N.J.A.C. 6A:9B-9.2(a)7 to state that, 
after July 1, 2027, a teacher of computer science in grades nine through 12 
must hold the computer science endorsement to align the regulation with 
N.J.S.A. 18A:26-2.26.
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Follow Us on Social Media

Facebook: 
@njdeptofed

Instagram: 
@newjerseydoe

LinkedIn: 
New Jersey Department of Education

Threads:
@NewJerseyDOE

X: @NewJerseyDOE YouTube: 
@newjerseydepartmentofeduca6565
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Thank You!

New Jersey Department of Education: nj.gov/education

chapter9@doe.nj.gov
chapter9a@doe.nj.gov

  chapter9b@doe.nj.gov 
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