Discussion Resolution
June 3, 2026

State of Nefu Jersey

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

A Resolution to Adopt the Revised Praxis Test and Qualifying Score for Middle School Social Studies

Whereas, the State Board of Education requires teacher certification candidates to pass
appropriate State test(s) of subject matter knowledge in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9B-8; and

Whereas, the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has revised its Middle School Social
Studies test to modernize the content and format to better assess the skills necessary to teach
social studies at the middle school level and will replace the current test in use by the New Jersey
Department of Education (Department) effective September 1, 2026; and

Whereas, ETS completed a national standard-setting study that included 16 panelists
from 10 ETS client states across the country to identify the minimum level of knowledge and
skill required for entry into the teaching profession; and

Whereas, ETS has determined that this revised test requires the establishment of a new
recommended qualifying score; now therefore be it

Resolved, that the State Board of Education hereby supports and accepts the selection of
this revised Praxis test and the establishment of the following qualifying score effective
September 1, 2026; and be it further

Praxis Test
Middle School Social Studies (5589)
Qualifying Score
149

Resolved, that the Department will monitor the impact of this revised test and qualifying
score on the passing rate for the Middle School Social Studies endorsement and will report any
concerns to the State Board of Education.

Dr. Lily Laux, Commissioner Kathy Goldenberg, President
Secretary, N.J. State Board of Education N.J. State Board of Education
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