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The Purpose and Importance of Indicator 7:
Background, Federal Requirements and Overview of State
Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR), Data
Quality, the History of Indicator 7, and Requirements of
Indicator 7

-




Hlrcderal Background

&

U.S. Department of Education Office of Special

Education Programs (OSEP)

$500+ million — Preschool Special Education.

Outcome measures play a crucial role in assessing
whether federal funding through the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is etfectively
making a positive impact on young children with
disabilities and their families.
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.State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) © °
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seaoare Part B FFY
2020-2025
E;:dr:;ﬂ:rr;.i;f;:‘ruth with [EPs graduating SP PIAPR

Dropout. % of youth with IEPs dropping out.

Assessment. (a) Participation rate for children with 12Ps,
(8] proficiency rate for children with IEPs against grade-level
academic achievement standards, {C) Proficiency rate for childran with

IEPs against alternate academic achisvement standards, (D) Gap in proficiency rates for
children with 1IEPs and for all students against grade-level academic achievement standards.

Suspension and Expulsion. (4} % of LEas with significant discrepancy, (2) % of LEAs with
significant discrepancy by race/ethnicity.
Educational Environments. % of children with 1EPs, age 5 and enrolled in kindergarten and

ages 6-21, served (&) Inside regular class 80% or more of day; (8] Inside regular class less than 40%
of day; (C) In separate schools, residential facilities, or hemebound/ hospital placements.

Preschool Environments. % of children with IEPs, ages 3, 4, and 5 who are enrolled in 2
prescheol program, () Receiving majority of special education and related services in regular early
childhood program; (B) Antending separate special education class, separate school, or residential
facility; (C) Receiving special education and related services in the home.

Preschool Outcomes. % of praschool children ages 3-5 with 1P with improved (4] Positive
social-emotional skills, (8) Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills, [C) Use of appropriate
behaviers to meet their needs.

Parent Involvement. % of parents who report that the school facilitated parent involvement.

Disproportionate Representation. % of districts with disproportionats representation of
racialfethnic groups in special education and related services due to inappropriate identification.

Disproportionate Representation in Specific Disability Categories. % of districts with
disproportionate representation of racial fethnic groups in specific dizability categories due to
inapproprizte identification.

Child Find. % of children evaluated within 60 days of parental consent for initial evaluation or
state time frame

Early Childhood Transition. % of children found Part & eligible with IEP implemented by 3rd
birthday.

Secondary Transition. % of youth ages 16+ with measurable, annually updated 1EP goals and
appropriate transition assessment, services, and courses,

Post-School Outcomes. % of youth with IE8z, no longer in schoal, (&) Enrolled in higher
education; (B} Enrolled in higher education or competitvely employed; (C) Enrolled in higher
education, other pestsecendary education, or training program or competitively employed or in
some other employment, within one year of leaving high school.

Resolution Sessions. % of hearing reguests that went to resolution sessions that were resolved
through resolution session settlement agreemeants.

Mediation. % of mediations held resulting in mediation agreements.

State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP). sPr/APR includes comprehensive, ambitious, yat
achievable mult-y S5IP, with stakehold in all phases, for improving results for
children with disabilities.

General Supervision. % of findings of noncompliance corrected within one year of
identification

IDEA DATA
CENTER

IDEA
618 Data

Collections

= Child Count and Educational Environments
Children with Disabilities (IDEA) School Age [F5002)
children with Disabilities (IDEA) Early Childhood (FS0B2)

* Personnel
Special Education Teachers (FTE) [FSO70)
Special Education Related Services Personnal (F5099)
sSpecial Education Paraprofessionals (F5112)

+ Exiting
Children with Disabilities (IDEA) Exiting Special Education [F5008)

« Discipline
children with Disabilities (IDEA) Removal to Interim Alternative Educational Setting [FS005)
Children with Disabilities (IDEA) Suspensions/Expulsions [F5006]
children with Disabilities (IDEA) Reasons for Unilataral Removal (FS00T)
children with Disabilities (IDEA) Disciplinary Removals (FS0BE)
children with Dizabilities (IDEA) Total Disciplinary Removals (F5143)
Educational Services During Expulsion [FS144)

* Assessment
Academic Achievement in Mathematics (F5175)
academic Achievement in Reading/Language Arts (F5178)
Assessment Participation im Mathematics [F5185)
Assassment Participation in Reading/Language Arts [FS188)

Mote: Assessment data for students with disobilfties are g subset in the assessment data files
forall students.

* MOE Reduction and CEIS

# Dispute Resclution

ideadata.org

03/26/2028

18 Indicators N 4
Measures child and
family outcomes and
compliance with the
requirements of IDEA.
State identified targets
for performance
indicators based on
data and feedback
from State Special
Education Advisory

Council (SSEAC).



https://ideadata.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-04/Indicator%20Card%20SPP_APR%202020-2025.pdf

l.Quality Data Systems o

State early intervention and
preschool special education

programs collect, analyze, and 06 02
use child and family outcomes o qualtydata 2 good dat
data to measure progress e data entry
. information, procedures.
towards reaching the best serviceand

individual and system-wide
outcomes. Child and family

i 05
outcomes data must be valid e e

to make decisions about
system and practice
improvements.


https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/quality_assurance.asp
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/quality_assurance.asp

[. State Approaches to Child Outcomes Measurement " °

State Approaches to Child Outcomes Measurement: Part B APR Indicator 7 (Section
N /
»

619/Preschool) FFY 2022 (2022-2023)

Ot of 59 =tates and entities:

Approach ¥ #
COS Process s« 3 [
One Tool Statewide/Publisher ™
20% 12
- r ]
State-Specific Approach™* 8% 5 -
Transitioning Approach A 5% 3 .

State Approaches to Child Outcomes Measurement: Part B APR Indicator 7 (Section 819/Preschool) FFY 2022

Ll ¥ [




Steer Systems for Success
SUL

4
n\ ;’

Implementation of Positive outcomes for.
«Governance e¢Finance Evidence-Based ~children\withidisabilities

» Personnel / Workforce ¢Data System Practices anditheir.families

* Accountability & Quality Improvement

Building High-Quality
State Systems

J;.

* Quality Standards

Systems Practices Outcomes
( )
Systems are the overall setup or framework (e.g., a school’s education system).
> <
Processes are the specific actions or methods used (e.g., teaching methods, grading).
> <
Outcomes are the results or goals achieved (e.g., student learning and progress).




I . Expect Quality Data that Enhance Outcomes " -

State early intervention and preschool special education programs -~
collect, analyze, and use child and family outcomes data to measure
progress towards reaching the best individual and system-wide
outcomes.

’ Use to
: Improve
Outcomes



[.Understanding the Story <

== Parent Involvement —

Each indicator, big or small, School Age (8)
relates to the educational -
story of a student with

dlsablhtles . Post-School
i Outcomes (14)

Let’s follow Jose through E?:zsclﬂgf(lf;)d : Suspersionand
his educational career. ; xpulsion (4a/4b)

Educational

Environment (5) Graduation (1)

Preschool

Environment (6) Disproportionality

(9/10) e
Preschool -.' '.d Secondary Transition
Outcomes (7) ) (13)

Parent
Involvement —
Preschool (8)



l .Focus: Achievement Indicator L

N

Indicator 7 is considered an
Achievement Indicator.

The two achievement
Indicators help guide the
question: Are students with
disabilities ready to learn and
achieving at high levels?

ry

Seconda
Success




18Dt Cycle for Indicator 7

Local Preschool Program collects data on
three global outcomes in a standard format
and reports them to the state.

Federal Programs
Government (Local

(U.S. Dept. of Preschool
Education) Programs)

U.S. Department of Education, Office of
Special Education, summarizes data to
produce a national picture of student
achievement for preschool students with
IEPs on three global outcomes.




Before 2019, The Battelle was
used upon entry and exit to
Preschool Special Education
to determine progress made.

Based on stakeholder
teedback and to stay
consistent with the rest of the

country, NJ moved toward
the COS process. Started
with 9 Local Education
Agencies (LEAs) statewide.

Since 2019, 523 LEAs have
been trained and are
currently using the COS
Process on preschool students
who receive special education
services.

New Jersey continues to train
and grow the resources and
guidance available to assist in
the implementation of the
COS Process.




[.Definition 9

The percentage of preschool children with

disabilities, ages 3 through 5, who demonstrate

Indic ator 7 measures: improvements on three outcomes by the time
they exit the preschool program using the Child
Outcomes Summary (COS) Process.

Positive social- Acquisition and use of

emotional skills knowledge and skills

(including social (including early ..

relationships) language/communication
and early literacy)



l.Reuirements %

Indicator 7 collects data on three outcomes
at two points throughout the child’s time
in early childhood special education;
within 30 days of when the child enters

early childhood special education and
within 30 days of the child exiting early
childhood special education.




l .Section 2

Review and Explore L/
Content of Indicator 7:

*  What are Preschool Outcomes?

Child Outcomes Summary (COS)
Process

* Team Discussions

« Age-Anchoring of Skills

* Understanding the Rating Scale

* Measurement and Progress Categories

« Data Entry and Homeroom
Walkthrough

COS/Individualized Education Program
(IEP) Integration

State Level Outcome Tools and Materials
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Review and Explore
Content of Indicator 7:

What are Preschool
Outcomes?




[.A Visual Definition of an Outcome «

In 2014, the U.S. Office of Connected
. . What happens to both the
Special Education Programs R child and
Results-Driven provided to
Accountability (RDA) children and
amilies.

program. Child and family
outcomes measurement are
essential components of
RDA, as measured in
indicators reported on in a
State Performance .
Plan/Annual Performance sgﬁizsﬂﬁei

Report (SPP/APR). services and

supports
received.

Data is
collected to
measure
individual
and program
progress.

https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/fed req.asp



https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/fed_req.asp

I.Indicator 7: Preschool OQOutcomes @

The percentage of preschool children aged 3 through 5 with -~
IEPs (Individualized Educational Program) who
demonstrate improved:

1. Positive social-emotional skills (including social
relationships)

2. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including
early language/communication and early literacy)

3. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs




Child Outcomes
Step by Step




[. Strategies for Results

Engage in the
Child Outcomes
Summary Process

Determine Age-
Expected
Functional Skills

Gather student
data at Entry and
Exit of Preschool
Special Education

Services




1B Outcome 1 (1 of 2

Involves Includes
relating with attachment,
adults and separation, and
other children autonomy

Learning rules Social Expressing
and interactions emotions and
expectations and play teelings

Outcome 1: Positive Social-Emotional
Skills (including Social Relationships)




1B Ooutcome 1 (2 of 2) 0

oy

¥ Participating in Social Games &

Relating with Caregivers Communicating with Others
Demonstrate regulation and attachment, Respond to/initiate/sustain games and back-and-

respond/initiate/sustain interactions, o u tco me 1 . forth communication, demonstrate joint attention,
acknowledge comings and goings... engage in mutual activity, follow rules of games....

=
Attending to Other People SOClaI' ?5555 Following ?omal N_orms & adapting
in a Variety of Settings to Change in Routines
) o - Transition between activities, respond to
Exprtt?ss awarenesdstl cautloln,tlt"esp’ond toloffer E m Otl ona I new/familiar settings/interactions, behave in ways
greetings, respondto owniothers: hames... that allow participation, follow routines and rules...

Skills

(including social relationships)

)

€Dl

Interacting with Peers -
Convey awareness, respond/initiate/sustain
interactions, share/cope/resolve conflicts,
play near and with peers...

Expressing Own Emotions &

Responding to Emotions of Others

Show pride/excitement/frustration, manage own
emotions, display affections, and comfort others...




1B Outcome 2 (1 of 2

Early
concepts—
symbols,
pictures,
numbers,
classification,
spatial
relationships

Expressing
emotions
and feelings

Thinking Using Understanding
and symbols and the physical

reasoning language world

Outcome 2: Acquisition and Use of
Knowledge and Skills




l .Outcome 2 (2 of 2)

) \
Showing Interest in Learni Y. m Understanding Pre-Academics & Literacy
OYVIng nterest in Learning L, “! Notice differences or associations among things,
Persist, show eagerness and awareness, —__— Demonstrate matching/sorting/labeling by
imitate/repeat actions, explore environment... size/color/shape/number/function, interact with books,

environment... and pictures, practice early writing and reading....

Outcome 2:
Using Problem Solving E AchiSition

Acquiring Language to Communicate
Figure things out, use trial and error,

remember steps/actions and execute a n d U se Of

Learn and use sounds, words, and sentences with

them with intention, experiment with increasing complexity including sign language and

new/known actions... Kn OWI ed g e augmentative and alternative communication (AAC)...

Engaging in Purposeful Play @-'— Understanding Questions Asked &
Show early awareness and exploration, f ~ : Directions Given

use objects according to function, play be Respond to gestures/verbal requests, understand
building, pretending, organizing and meaning of increasingly complex

Expanding play scenarios and roles... words/questions/directions, know and state details

about self (e.g., name, age)...




1B Outcome 3 (1 of 2

In older
Using tools (i.e. children,
Taking care of fork, contributing to
basic needs toothbrush, their own
crayon) health and
safety

Self help skills
Integrating (i.e. dressing,
motor skills to feeding,
complete tasks grooming,
toileting, etc.)

Outcome 3: Use of Appropriate Behaviors
to Meet Needs




1B Outcome 3 (2 of 2)

Moving Around & Manipulating H
Things to Meet Needs I_-._

Move with increasing control and purpose (e.g.,
reach, roll, crawl, walk, run, climb) to navigate the
environment - with accommodations as needed,
manipulate objects/tools (e.g., crayons, scissors,
switches, fragile items) with increasing control...
Eating & Drinking with Increasing.‘!""
Independence 4

Suck/swallow, chew, bite, finger feed, use
utensils, hold bottle, drink from cup, show
growing independence with amount/type of
food eaten, access food and feed self....

Dressing & Undressing with

Increasing Independence
Assist with dressing, take off/put on shoes
and clothes, undo/do fasteners...

L)

Outcome 3:
Use of
Appropriate
Behaviors to
Meet Needs

Diapering/Toileting & Washing with

Increasing Independence
Lift legs for diaper change, sit on potty, wash
hands, brush teeth, help with bathing...

Communicating Needs

Indicate hunger/need for sleep/diaper change,
express discomfort/hurt, request or

reject food, express choice/preferences...

Showing Safety Awareness
Avoid dangers (e.g., putting things in mouth, touching
hot stove), follow safety rules across settings and

situations...
Note: This awareness is less evident in very young children




e

[.Outcomes Reflect Global Functioning *
4

The three outcomes reflect...

The integration Functioning
of multiple across settings

skills and situations




I .Section 2 .

N

—~

Review and Explore
Content of Indicator 7:

Child
Outcomes Summary
(COS) Process




.Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Process '

New Jersey has been focused
on enhancing the Child
Outcomes Summary (COS)
process, improving 619 data
quality and student outcomes,
and identifying areas for
growth in practices, processes,
and systems integration.

_ INDy,
e
4

ACHIEVEMENT

)0
?

PRESCHOOL OUTCOMES

OFFICE OF SPECIAL
EDUCATION
RESOURCES

The New Jersey
(:nmj Department of
=,

Education pri

Child Outcome
Summary. Including:
COS Frequently

for LEAs can be
requested. In addition
the Office of Special
Education offe!
support whic
accessed by email at
COSsupport@doe.nj.gov.

EXTERNAL RESOURCES

identifies key
components of high-
quality child outcomes
measurement system at
the local level. (ECTA).

Outcomes
Summary Knowledge
Check (COSKC) to
examine whether a
practitioner has
sufficient knowledge to
pa ate in the COS
team process and
produce accurate
ratings for child
outcomes measurement
(Dasy).

FOCUS QUESTION
Are students with disabilities ready to learn
and achieving at high levels?

DEFINITION
Indicator 7 measures the percentage of preschool children with
disabilities, ages 3 through 5, who demonstrate improvements on
three outcomes by the time they exit the program. The three
outcomes are:
7A: Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)
7B: Aquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills (including early
language/communication and early literacy)
7C: Use of appropriate behaviors for preschool students

DATA SOURCE

The Child Outcome Summary (COS) data entered by each LEA into the
Homeroom System Preschool Application.

STEP 1: CATEGORY RATINGS (LEA)

Results for 7q, 7b, and 7¢ are calculated using a two-part process. First,
improvement of those students who left the preschool program is
measured based on five categories. The five categories:

A: Did not improve functioning

B: Improved functioning, but not sufficiently to meve nearer to
unctioning comparable to same-age peers

C:Improved tunctioning to a level nearer to same-aged peers, but
did not reach it

D: Improved functioning to reach a level comparable to same-aged
peers

E: Maintained functioning at a level comparable to same-aged

STEP 2: CALCULATIONS (SEA)
The second step includes using the five progress categories to calculate
data on two target summary statements using the following methodology:

RESULT 1: INCREASE GROWTH RESULT 2: WITHIN AGE

The percentage of children
who entered the program

below age expectations c+D
who ially
increased their rate of A+BeC+D

growth by the time they

turned B years of age or x 100
exited the early childhood

special education program.

EXPECTATION
The parcentage of
children who were D+E
functioning within age
expectations in outcoma
7b by the tima they
turned B years of age or
exited the sarly x 100
childhood special
education program.

A+BeCHD

N

“




l.What is the COS Process? %

b "% . 4  Ateam process for v
: S/ %  summarizing
Jae information on a child’s
s S  functioning across all
- 2 m settings in each of the

Y& three child outcome
~ areas.




[.Functional Skills: Background for COS *

4 Key Takeaways

Functional skills are
those a child
integrates to

complete tasks and
participate in
everyday life,

Functional skills
have intent and
purpose
in a context
meaningful to the
child.

Authentic
assessment;
methods, such as
observation and
interviews with
caregivers, provide
teams with
information about a
child’s functional use
of skills.

. 4




Division of Early COS Process
Childhood Connection When effective

The COS process supports implementation of the COS
and brings together DEC Process is used, it

Recommended Practices, strengthens practitioner skills

Particularly in the areas of 4 and reinforces
Division of Early

assessment and family.  SrSENEEpR quality practices.
Recommended
Practices (RPs) and
COS Connections

Developmental

A good COS process involves a team of Milestones
people who know the child well and fully The team references established child
Involves families in the COS discussion. development milestones in the discussion
Authentic assessment information from of where the child’s functioning is relative
multiple sources helps identify how the to age expectations so that all team
child uses skills to accomplish members understand were the child’s

meaningful tasks in everyday settings. skills are in the sequence of common
developmental progressions.

Division for Early Childhood. (2014). DEC recommended
practices in early intervention/early childhood special
education 2014. https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-

practices



https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-practices

[.Why is the COS Process Being Used? (1 0f2) " -

Uses information from \’/
multiple sources to
describe how a child is
functioning.

COS Process

Uses a 7-point rating Is completed upon entry

scale to describe the and exit to early
hild’s functioning across childhood special
settings and situations. education.




[.Why is the COS Process Being Used? (20f2) " -

Different programs
Recommended use different

assessment practice assessment
is to use multiple instruments, and

sources of outcome data need
information. to be summarized
across programs.




[.What i1s the COS Process? %

A child is found eligible and
enters early childhood special
education or exits early
childhood special education.

Data is uploaded into
Homeroom Preschool
Application at a minimum of
2X per year (June and
December).

A Child Outcome Summary
Form (COSF) is completed at
the time of the rating decisions.




l.When is the COS Process Used? =«

The Preschool COS is only to be completed two times throughout the child’s
time in early childhood special education.

Within the first 30 days of
starting, being found
eligible, and beginning
services for early childhood

Within the last 30 days of
ending services for early
childhood special

) : ) education.
special education services.




l .We Complete an Entry Rating When...

The student is found
eligible for special
education and related
services and enters the
early childhood special
education program.

s \

ENTRANCE




1lw. Complete an Exit Rating When... "

/.
\~/

* The student exits the early
childhood special education
program and transitions to

kindergarten.
* The student is no longer E x I I
eligible for special education

services and has no IEP.

* The student moves out of state
and no longer resides in New
Jersey.




I .A COS Rating Should Not Be Completed When... " °

/.
\~/

 ...a student enters as a transfer
student from another LEA in
New Jersey and has a COS
entry in the system, do not
complete a COS Entry.

* ...a student is transferring to a
new district within New
Jersey, but is still eligible and
receives special education, do
not complete a COS Exit.




[.COS Process Summary 4

Who is included in the team
process?

Which sources is this
information synthesized from?

Is this considered an
assessment?

WHhat resources ah.eady exist to Definitions for Child Outcomes ¢ Family Guide
Summary (COS) Ratings » Breadth of Three Child

help teams with the process? Dierehon T Outcomes



https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c299.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/eco/three-child-outcomes-breadth.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/definitions_outcome_ratings.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/Decision_Tree.pdf

I .Section 2 b

N

Review and Explore
Content of Indicator 7:

Team Discussions




l.Child Outcome Summary Team Process L

Collaboration is a
key element in
planning and
implementing high
quality programs for

preschoolers with
disabilities. It takes
a team!




l.Key Components of the Team Discussions " -

An important part of the COS
Process is effective team
collaboration, which

includes engaging all members of
the team when discussing a child's
current level of functioning
compared to same-age peers.

The COS team needs a complete
picture, including home and school,
of the child's functioning to
determine outcomes ratings.




l.Decisions Based on Team Collaboration *

N
o
The team of people
UEEEE
knowledgeable about the
child should include, but
is not limited to:

~—_




| .Apply Strategies for Results

Discuss
Determine Developmental
Age- Expected Milestones at
Functional Entry and Exit of
Skills Preschool

Engage in the Sl : . o Wik - Synthesize the
Child Outcome " (- MY e Data to Identify

Summary (COS) - -l the Individual
Process & | — Program



I .Information Collection

Multlple Sources of Information Multiple Methods
- Family :
« Curriculum-based assessment
- Teachers
. Child Study Team Members - Norm-referenced assessment
- Related Service Providers - Developmental screening tool
. Early Intervention Providers o Observation across Settings

» Childcare providers

« Other people familiar with the
child

and situations
Family report

The COS Process produces a synthesis of information.
It is not an assessment.




Share the

same

understanding
of the three
outcomes.

Each member has

the same
Develop opportunity to
long-term thoroughly
relationships. describe the
child’s
functioning.

NECESSITIES FOR
TEAM
DISCUSSIONS

Discuss the
child’s
functioning
across a variety

of settings and
situations.

Agree on the age-
anchoring of
skills.




BB Key Questions for Discussion
y . 4

What skills and behaviors does the child use?

\
a In what settings and situations does the child exhibit these behaviors or skills?

\

How often is the child using these skills or behaviors? What supports are
needed for the child to use them?

/
4




Effective Collaboration With Families '

/
N/

Family
Involvement Engagement

| Families play an essential role in the success of Child Outcome
Summary practices by supporting, reinforcing, and contributing to the
strategies that are designed to achieve significant positive outcomes.

Families play a critical part in child's development and education.

a0 Families have a lot to share with professionals and practitioners who
B provide services to their child.




I .Resources and Tools to Guide Team Discussions'

RATING DEFINITIONS NS~

Provides a definition for each off
the ratings.

DECISION TREE

" Tool to help teams understand
rand apply the 7 points on the scale

FAMILY GUIDE

Guide to help the family understand the
COS process and how they can be engaged

BREADTH OF THE OUTCOMES

Provides an understanding of the variety of
skills that is covered under the outcome




[.Developmental Milestone Resources =
. 4

N]J Birth to Three

CDC Milestones Early Learning
Standards

N]J Preschool

Teaching and

Learning
Standards


https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/docs/CDCMilestones.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/b3/docs/NJB3Standards.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/b3/docs/NJEarlyLearningPathwaysAlignment.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/preschool/docs/PreschoolTeachingandLearningStandards.pdf

l.Team Discussion Resources (1 0f2)

N

Provides a definition for each of the
ratings.

Tool to help teams understand and
apply the 7 points on the scale.

Early Childhood D aS*The Center for IDEA

Technical Assistance Center Early Childhood Data Systems

ect

Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Definitions:
7-Point Rating Scale Criteria

Updated June 28, 2024 — Available in Spanish — https./fectacenter orglecoipages/cosform.asp

COS Decision Tree for Summary Rating Discussions ecta Early Childhood

hitps.//ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosform.asp — Updated June 28, 2024 Technical Assistance Center

Does the child ever function in ways that would be
considered age-expected with regard to this outcome?

Overall Age-Expected Functioning
Rating Definition

NO (Consider Rating 1-3) C YES (Consider Rating 4—7) )

7 Child functions in ways that are age-expected in all or almost all everyday situations that are part of
e child's life. Mo one on the team has concemns about the child's functioning in this outcome area.

d, but there are some significant concerns
about the child's functioning in this outcome area. Although age-expected, the child's functioning
may border on not keeping pace with age expectations.

6 Child's f i is consi g Does the child use any immediate foundational skills
related to this outcome upon which to build age-expected
functioning across settings and situations?

Does the child function in ways that would
be considered age-expected across all
or almost all settings and situations?

Some Age-Expected Functioning
Rating Definition
5 Child functions using a mix of skills, with more skills that are agy d than not age
across settings and situations in this outcome area. Child's functioning might be described as like
GECIRE BTN E ( To what extent does the child N
Child oceasionally uses age-expected skills across settings and situations in this outcome area. ; To What extent 'S'_ the child using function in ways that are Does an‘fone_ have mr_‘ce_ms
4 More functioning is not age-expected than is age-expected. immediate foundational skills across age-expected across setlings about the child's functioning
seftings and situations? i Sleeiiiies 9 with regard to the outcome area?
Not Yet Age-Expected Functioning \ s
Rating Definition (_ / \ ~ / \
Child uses immediate foundational skills most or all of the time across settings and situations. Child Uses skills that Occ_‘aszona_l use Uses immediate ) Uses a mix of C YES ) ( NO )
3 does not yet function in ways that would be considered age-expected in this outcome area. Functioning are not yet of immediate foundational Occasional use skills with mare
might be described as like that of a younger child. immediate foundational skills most or all of age-expected that are
2 Child occasionally uses immediate foundational skills across settings and situations. Child does not foundational skills of the time *I"SL more age-expected
yet function in ways thal would be considered age-expected in this outcome area. More functioning skills are not than not
reflects skills that are foundational than are immediate foundational. ag,e-expeqeu age-expeded
1 Child only uses foundational skills across seitings and siuations. These foundational skills are k J
crucial to build immediate foundational skills. Child does not yet function in ways that would be I I
dered age-exy ori iate fou i in this outcome area. Child's functioning might
LR LT SRR A P oLl Rating =1 Rating = 2 Rating = 3 ( Rating = 4 ) C Rating = 5 ) ( Rating = 6 ) ( Rating=7 )

54



https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/definitions_outcome_ratings.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/Decision_Tree.pdf

I .Team Discussion Resources (2 0f2) =

Guide to help the family understand the Provides an understanding of the N 4
COS process and how they can be variety of skills that is covered under
engaged. each outcome.

BREADTH OF THE ecta nasj

THREE CHILD OUTCOMES sown

anwcesible e content  at

PACER CENTER &

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.

o,
Q
A Family Guide to Participating in the Child
Outcomes Measurement Process

Participating in Sacial Games &

Relating with Caregivers ‘Communicating with Others
Demnstrats eguiatn and aiashment, Faspand o tief st s and b -
reptiotaharan s, Outcome 1: o cmmeel o devcheac o s,
- knoutacs comings i pargs b SN0 sty T ks af g
S Positive
As a parent Dfs-yﬂung child who is in = early intervention (EI) or early chl]d}mudspe;:l rdu(a?mn [Ecsel e * social- c— Following Social Norms & Adapting
program, you want to be sure these services are helping your child develop and learn. These services arc de. e to Change in Routines
signed to make the most of cach childs potential. as well as to strengthen the family's ability ta help their child. Eepess amenessfaution, espond ofolle Emotional e e i e ey
However, in what ways can you determine if your child's program is mecting his or her needs? e, esend t cwnicher rames. ) Tt e Ao, ko et e ey
One way to learn more about your young child’s progress is through three “child outcomes” that are mea- i .
sured for every child in the United States who participates in an early intervention or carly childhood special Interacting with Peers Er—hgeDEnr i
education program. Thesc outcomes will help you know how well your child is developing and participating in e e e
activities at home, at school, or in the community. In addition to helping you measure your child's individual pla na and un paers. ) ematice, iy sTct, and comtar e
progress, these outcomes are also used to measure how well your childs early intervention or early childhood
special education program is serving all children who are enrolled N R
By participating in the outcome process, you are not only helping your own child but are also helping your Showis - . i’%‘ m Understanding Pre-Academics & Literacy
H ¥ > iowing Interest in Learning EAEN  ncece imerences o ssocisions smcog s,
district and state know how carly childhood programs ate performing ovrall. As the parent, you are a critical et spcw aagernes anc auarenees, Pl . . rmermieet rdchogaetogabatig b1
part of your childs development and education, and this handout will help you understand and meaningfully e = y X i ST S B
participate in the outcome measurement pracess for your child’s program. o / Outcome 2: e e —
Using Problem Solving Acquisition | B
4 e — Figure: mmm;;m-ma\ann«mn Acquiring Language to Communicate
eimmear Repafere o s e s, uerds, and semtancns
ng outcomes, developed by the US. Department of Education, arc used by all early intervention and e e and Use of ] e
carly childhood special education programs to measure young childresis progress. While Individual Family newncn actiors.- Knowledge Sdgmentate and semative commuriation AAC)
Service Plan (IFSP) outcomes and Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals are written specifically for ;
your child, these three child outcomes are the same for everyone. Engaging in Purposeful Play and Skills Understanding Questions Asked &
Show Earty awane ness and xploration, - ’ Directions Given
Three child outcomes to measure progress Vi, g g T h e
eepanlingpoy serorc and e — ecie ko ae s el abat il [
1. Gaining positive social emotional skills, including sacial relationships. This outcome measures haw R e
children interact and play with their family, other adults, and other children.
2. Learning and using ncw knowledge and skills. This outcome measures how children learn and use
basic language and communication skills such as counting and problem-solving that will prepare them Moving Around & Manipulati 7 I'
to be successful in kindergarten. Things to Meet Needs — Diapering/Toileting & Washing with
3. Using appropriate behaviors to meet their needs. This outcome measures how children gradually e faae 1 = L

S LI fo i changs, i e ty, Wi
become more independent by learning how to move from place to place, feed themselves, and take care amrdmen:-wich ot < et /" Outcome 3: N, b e, el i bthing

of basic needs.
Use of '
Appropriate | g Communicating Needs

sustenes, gl Men] wih inreasey ceatrel

Why is this information important to my child and our family?

Eating & Drinking with |nm-sm‘a-?

The three child outcomes focus on what your child can do in his or her cveryday routines and activitics. By Independence L I s s,
looking at how well your child is doing in cach of the threc arcas, you can determine what he or she needs in il ik fmg o) | Behaviors to 1o, et e ptreces.
order to become more involved in your family’s activitics. The information gathered about your child will also e e s _Meet Needs
) ﬁ Showing Safety Awareness
£2020, 2018, 2013 PACER Center. Inc. | ACTion Sheet: PHP-c299 PACER CENTER ::::.'""‘": ,':::::;::;’“" ook g o v g
61 Normandale Blvd. Minneapolis, MN 55437 | (952) 838-9000 | (300) 5572237 s i s, v ot on oes CI—

PACER@PACER org | PACER org INFORMATION SHEETS and cothes, ol tstener...



https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c299.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/eco/three-child-outcomes-breadth.pdf

[.Age-Anchoring of Functional Skills =

The set skills and \‘ /

behaviors expected for
the child’s chronological
age are called age-
expected (AE) skills

The skills that occur
developmentally just

- i before age-expected
Age-Expected Skills funclionig are The skills that are

described as immediate P€velopmentally much
foundational (IF). earlier or farther from
age-expected on the
‘Immediate Foundational developmental
progression are
foundational (F).
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l.USing Age-Anchoring in Team Discussions' °

DEFINITION N
Process of examining a child’s functional skills and ./
behaviors and determining how close the functioning
is to the functioning expected for the child’s

chronological age.

FUNCTIONAL ABILITIES

It is important to focus on functional abilities
rather than isolated skills that a child may have

demonstrated only during assessment.

AGE

ANCHORING

\ WHAT ARE FUNCTIONAL ABILITIES?

Functional abilities refer to abilities that are
meaningful to the child in the context of everyday

living. They refer to an integrated series of behaviors
or skills that allow the child to achieve everyday goals.

AGE ANCHORING AND COS

Age anchoring requires COS teams to consider
developmental progressions when making determinations
about how close or how far a child is functioning relative
to age expectations for each of the three outcomes.




HBsest Practices in Age Anchoring N

Helps determine a child

Ievel_ of functigning in The focus is on functional
relation to typical

- abilities, not just isolated
de_velopmental skills, and how these
mlleston_es and _ abilities fit into the
expectations for their broader context of
age. developmental

AGE progression.

ANCHORING

Understanding age-
expected development is
crucial for accurately
assessing a child’s needs
and developing
appropriate
interventions with the
COS Process.

Examining a child’s
functioning abilities, skills,
and behaviors to determine
how closely their functioning
aligns with expectations for
their chronological age.




[.Unpacking Age Anchoring Skills

® 6 6

TEAM UNPACKING
DISCUSSIONS INFORMATION

Observations and When this occurs, teams *Does the information
conversations with must unpack the _ about the child’s
caregivers often provide information by separating functioning include
information about multiple it into functional skills that multiple skills?
skills. can be effectively aligned *Do the skills require
with one of the three unpacking to align with an
outcomes and age outcome and age anchor?

anchored.

T OF
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l.7-Point Likert Scale L -
N/

e The COS Process results in one

4 rating for each of the three

Between

somewhat and 05 OutcomeS.

nearly Somewhat

* The rating is based on the child’s
functioning across all settings and
situations.

02 06

Between
Between nearly completely

and not yet 7 P and somewnhat

COS 7-Point

Likert Scale * A child’s functioning is being
compared to the developmental

expectations of a same-aged peer.




] Breaking Down the Ratings W

Overall Not Age- Overall Age-
Appropriate Ratings Appropriate Ratings

1-5 6-7




Bl Overall Age-Appropriate Rating =

\\/

7 — Completely

* Child shows functioning expected for his or her age in all or almost all
everyday situations that are part of the child’s life.

* No one has any concerns about the child’s functioning in this outcome area.

6 — Between Completely and Somewhat

 Child's functioning generally is considered age-expected, but there are some
significant concerns about the child's functioning in this outcome area.

 Although age-expected, the child's functioning may border on not keeping
pace with age expectations.




BB Overall Not Age-Appropriate L

5 - Somewhat

* Child shows functioning expected for his or her age
some of the time or in some settings and situations.

* Child uses a mix of skills with more that are age-
expected than not age-expected across settings and
situations in this outcome area.

* Child's functioning might be described as like that of a
slightly younger child.




BB Overall Not Age-Appropriate .

4 — Between somewhat and nearly N/

* Child shows occasional age-expected functioning across settings
and situations.

* More functioning is not age-expected than age-expected.

3 — Nearly

* Child does not yet show functioning expected of a child of his or her age in
any situation.

* Child uses immediate foundational skills most or all the time across settings
and situations.

 Functioning might be described as like that of a younger child.




BB Overall Not Age-Appropriate

2 — Between nearly and not yet 3/
* Child shows occasional immediate foundational functioning
skills across settings and situations.

* More functioning reflects skills that are not immediate
foundational than are immediate foundational.

1 -Not yet
* Child does not yet show functioning expected of a child his or her age in
any situation.

* Child's functioning does not yet include immediate foundational skills upon
which to build age-appropriate functioning.

 Child's functioning might be described as like that of a much younger child.

j'f’@

> 7N
A\
.




B Progress Question for Exit Ratings

The progress question refers to the acquisition of
any new skills.

When completing the exit ratings, it is required to
answer the progress Yes/No question for each
outcome.

An error message will appear in the Homeroom
Application for combinations that are considered

“impossible.”

Sometimes providers mistakenly answer the progress
question “No” for a child who has the same rating of entry
and exit. Children who maintain a rating of 2 or higher
over time are acquiring new sKkills to be able to keep the
same rating because what is expected of older children
developmentally is more than what is expected of
younger children.




.Child Outcomes Summary Form (COSF W

New Jersey Department of Education N

* COSF is utilized to guide )
group discussions when AR .. EEE

Student Current Placement at Entry: Receiving =
° Date Exit COS: / / v QJ
1 t t Student Current Placement at Exit: Recel\nngj
C O mp e lng an en r O r an Persons involved in the COS rating:  Students Projected Placement for K: NA- Entryj
Name Role Entry Exit

exit rating for a child. m

1]
R O

* District is responsible for
keepln a_ Cop Of the form ln Family information on child functioning (Check all that apply):

l:‘ Received in team meeting

the Stu ent’S lle . [[] collected separately

l:‘ Incorporated into assessment(s)

Child Outcomes Overview

° 1. POSITIVE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SKILLS
. I he r e a r e 2 * Relating with adults
Verslo I l S O e * Relating with other children
* Following rules related to groups or interacting with others
® 2. ACQUISITION AND USE OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
aval a e O I l t e * Thinking, reasoning, remembering, and preblem solving

* Understanding symbals
* Understanding the physical and social worlds

Web a e 3. USE OF APPROPRIATE BEHAVIORS TO MEET NEEDS

p g Y + Taking care of basic needs (e.g., showing hunger, dressing, feeding, toileting, etc)
* Contributing to own health and safety (e.g., follows rules, assists with hand washing,
avoids inedible objects)

* Getting from place to place (mobility) and using tools (e g, forks, strings attached to
objects)




Bl Cosr Components (1 of 2)

N

Student Current Placement at Entry/Exit

Less Restrictive Placement

Regular early childhood
program and receiving the
majority of special education
and related services in the
regular early childhood
program.

Separate special education
class, separate school or
residential facility.

Receiving special education
and related services in the
home.

More Restrictive Placement

New Jersey Department of Education
Child Outcomes Summary Form (COSF)

Student ID:

Student Birthdate: / /
Student Current Placement at Entry: Recewingd

Date Exit COS: / /

Student Current Placement at Exit: Rece'rvingj

Persons involved in the COS rating:  Students Projected Placement for K: NA- Entryd

Student Projected Placement for K N/

Name Role Entry Exit

[]

[l

0]
N

Family information on child functioning {Check all that apply):
|:| Received in team meeting
|:| Collectad separately

|:| Incorporated into assessment(s)

Child Outcomes Overview

1. POSITIVE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SKILLS
* Relating with adults
* Relating with other children
+ Following rules related to groups or interacting with others
2. ACQUISITION AND USE OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
+ Thinking, reasoning, remembering, and problem solving
* Understanding symbals
* Understanding the physical and social worlds
3. USE OF APPROPRIATE BEHAVIORS TO MEET NEEDS
* Taking care of basic needs (e.g., showing hunger, dressing, feeding, toileting, etc)
+ Contributing to own health and safety (e.g., follows rules, assists with hand washing,
avoids inedible objects)
* Getting from place to place (mobility) and using tools (e.g., forks, strings attached to
objects)

Less Restrictive Placement

No longer receiving Special
Education Services

Inside the regular class 80%
of more of the day.

Inside the regular class
79% - 40% of the day.

Inside the regular class less
than 40% of the day.

In separate schools,
residential facilities, or
homebound/hospital
placements.

More Restrictive Placement




Al cosr Components (2 of 2) o

CHILD OUTCOMES

To answer the questions below, think about the child’s functioning in each area (as indicated AN “

'E tr by observations, reports, and assessments) from individuals in close contact with the child): »

1. POSITIVE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL SKILLS

1a. ENTRY RATING

* Entry Rating- (1-7) on the Likert scale.

To what extent does this child show age-appropriate functioning, across a variety of settings
and situations, on this outcome?

* Justification for the rating (Foundational, = =" e Completly
Immediate Foundational, Age-Appropriate skills). 0 -0l 0] 0] 0] 0l O

Justification

*]’ustifications are nOt required tO be Completed and List a few skills that the child is or is not displaying to support the rating.
not collected in the Homeroom System.

Exit

. . . To what extent does this child show age-appropriate functioning, across a variety of settings
i EXlt Ratlng- (1-7) on the leert Scale. and situations, on this outcome? Consider if the child has shown any new skills or behaviors
related to positive social-emotional skills (including positive social relationships) since the last
outcomes summary.

* Progress question (yes or no) with notes as to why — s — —
the child has or has not made progress in the area. 0| 0] -0 0] 0 Ol 0O

>e1\10tes are not required tO be Completed and not Has the child made progress in this area since the entry rating? Describe why or why not.
collected in the Homeroom System. ves

NO




l .Important Notes for COSF Completion

Ratings are needed for all
outcomes even if...

* There are no concerns about
a child’s development in
any of the outcome areas.

* A child has shown delays in
one or two outcome areas,
but not in all three.
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l. What Happens to the Data Once it is Submitted? " -

=

Entry and Exit

COS data is
collected and
submitted to
the Homeroom
Preschool
Application.

The
comparison
ratings are

converted into
a reporting
category.

T11
Calculation are
used to look at
increased
growth and
students
functioning
withing age
expectations,

N/

/4



BBl Measurement: Step 1 &

Category Ratings (Local Education Agency) . 4

The comparison of entry and \°
. . Did not improve functioning.
exit ratings and the answers

. )
to the progress question

e Improved functioning but not significantly to move
. . . nearer to functioning comparable to same-age peers.
provide the information for \

all Chlldren,S Chlld e Improved functioning to a level nearer to same-
aged peers, but did not reach it.
Outcomes Summary data to |
be converted into one of the
following progress /
categories. e
/




BBl Measurement: Step 2 (1 of 2) ¢

Calculations (State Education Agency)
Result 1: Increased Growth

The percentage of children

who entered the program C+D
below age expectations who
substantially increased their A+B+C+D

rate of growth by the time
they turned 6 years of age or

exited the early childhood X 100

special education program.




BBl Measurement: Step 2 (2 of 2) ¢

Calculations (State Education Agency) w
Result 2: Within Age
Expectation
The percentage of children D+FE

who were functioning within
age expectations in each

outcome by the time they A+B+C+D
turned 6 years of age or
exited the early childhood X 100

special education program.




| .Progress Categories Summary (10f2) =

OSEP Progress Categories

The comparison of entry and exlt ratings and the answers to the progress question provide the Information for all children’s Child Outcomes
Summary data to be converted Into one of the followling reporting categories:

Category A

Developmental Trajectories

Functioning

ENTRY Exr
Age in Menths

Children who did not improve functioning

+ Rated lower at exit than entry; or Rated 1
at both entry and exit; and Scored "No" on
the progress question

« These children acquired no new skills or
regressed

« They did not gain even one skill

D as y The Center for IDEA Early Childhood Data Systems

CategoryB

Developmental Trajectories

Funetioning

ENTRY 0T
Age in Months

Children who improved functioning but not
sufficient to move nearer to functioning
comparable to same-aged peers

« Rated 5 or lower at ent3er (below age
level); and Rated the same or lower at exit;
and Scored “Yes” on the progress
question

These children acquired new skills but
continued to grow at the same rate

They gained new skills but did not
increase the rate of growth or change
their growth trajectories

Category C

Developmental Trajectories

Functioning

ENTRY Exi
Agein Months

Children who improved functioning but not
sufficient to move nearer to functioning
comparable to same-aged peers

Rated higher at exit than entry; and Rated
5 or below age level)

These children acquired new skills and
accelerated their rate of growth

They made progress toward catching up
with same-aged peers but were still
functioning below age expectation at exit
These children changed their growth
trajectories and “narrowed the gap”

Category D

Developmental Trajectories

Functioning

ENTHY ot

Age in Months

Children who improved functioning to
reach a level comparable to same-aged
peers

» Rated 5 or lower at entry (below age
level); and Rated 6 or 7 at exit

These children were functioning below
age expectation when they entered the
program but were functioning at age
expectation when they left

They started out below age expectation
but caught up while in services

/4
NS~

Category E

Developmental Trajectories

Functioning

T T

Agein Months

Children who maintained functioning at a
level comparable to same-aged peers

Rated 6 or 7 at entry; and Rated 6 or 7 at
exit

These children were functioning at age
expectation when they entered the
program and were functioning at age
expectation when they left



http://olms.cte.jhu.edu/data/ck/sites/4048/files/progress-categories.pdf

l.Progress Categories Summary (20f2) =

Converting COS data to OSEP
reporting categories.

Video shows the process from
start to finish.

COS Calculators

Use the following tools to convert your COS data to OSEP reporting categeries, and calculate Summary Statements
1and 2 from the a to e reporting categories

C0S Dato to @
57
Categories to Summary

|: : : EE! 2 | GOS to Categories et 1
COS to Progress Categories
=

Use the following calculator to convert your COS data to progress categories. In the spaces provided, enter a
COS rating of 1 through 7 for Entry and Exit. Then, indicate whether progress was made since entry by
selecting "Yes" or "No" and select "Calculate.”

Entry Rating . 76
(enter 1 through 7) " i
Exit Rating . LTJ
(enter 1 through 7) E -

@ ves O No

Progress made since Enfry

i
ml
Calculate

OSEP Category : E

=



http://dasyonline.org/cos-osep-reporting

I .Section 2 .

N

—~

Review and Explore
Content of Indicator 7:

Data Entry and
Homeroom

Walkthrough




18Dt Entry Overview .

\\/

* Data will be entered in the Homeroom Application upon
receiving a State Student Identification Number (SID) for the
student.

* The application is located under the header PRESCHOOL
and titled Child Outcomes Summary System.

* Instructions with visuals for entering a rating is on page: COS
Homeroom Preschool Application Manual.



https://homeroom4.doe.state.nj.gov/
https://homeroom4.doe.state.nj.us/preschool/doc/Homeroom_COS_Data_Manual.pdf
https://homeroom4.doe.state.nj.us/preschool/doc/Homeroom_COS_Data_Manual.pdf

https://homeroom.state.nj.gov
Always start with this link

New Jersey

Department of Education

Welcome to the NJDOE Homeroom

Important Information PLEASE READ!

Homeroom Administrator Account information (form that was faxed to the NJDOE) only provides access to the Homeroom Administration System. To access any of the Data Collection Systems you need to have your
district's Homeroom Administrator create a user account for those systems.

Do not bookmark links to any of the systems in Homeroom. The systems get archived yearly, therefore the bookmark will take the user to the previous year's system. Before entering data into a new system delete

cache from your browser.

To ensure highest security standards, The NJ DOE will be updating security standards effective May 11, 2018. This process may require you to upgrade to a modern browser version that supports TLSv1.2 or later.

Application

Homeroom Administration
Homeroom Administrator Manusl
ACH Instructions NEW

ApDL

Achieven) Data

ACFR Repository

AcsERs

apssp

Homeroom Administration Information
DOEIT Tech Support
Homeroom Administrator Manual
.ge Homeroom Administrators for your
Change Homeroom Administrator Form
Complete list of i (updated 6/19/2023)

please fill out the

Homeroom ini of L and Colleges (updated 6/19/2023)

Application Description

Data Collection Information Center

Homeroom Administrators! Please read the Manual before you enter the site
N3 State ACH Electranic Payment Instructions

Ch 192-193 Funding Statement and Addtional Funding Requsst

District Level AchieveNs Data Cards

Application for the Electronic Upload of the ACFR Submission Package

additions! or Compansatory Spacisl Education 3nd Related Services Brogram for Students who vere 21 years old 25 of July 1, 2021
APEED Budgat and Audit System System

annual School Planning System
Apslication for State School Aid

Audit Summary Orline

2023-2024 Budget Statement Softvare

Bilingual Waiver Request Submission

Open Date
Vear round
Vear round
Vear round
Vear around
Vear around
11/30/2022

6/7/2023

Audit FY23 6/1/2022
Budget FY24 2/27/2023

Year round
Early November
10/s/z022

sanuary 18,2023

6/7/2022

Closed date Additional Information
No close

No close

No close

No close

Noclose

&/30/2022

6/23/2023

Audit FY23 13/1/2023
Budget FY24 4/28/2023

No close
Early December
1/31/2022

See slection calendar

7/31/2023

3\

*Click

New Jesey
) Department of Education

on PRESCHOOL - this is the
application used to submit the

Briomeroom Walkthrough (1 of 7)

Data for Indicator 7.

Welcome to the

Child Outcomes Summary System

Child Outcomes Instruction Manual

E-Mail: COSsupport@doe.nj.gov
Designed by the Applicstion Development Uit
©2020 1) Deperment of Education

(PDF)



https://homeroom.state.nj.gov/

Il tomeroom Walkthrough (2 of 7) o

Once the individual has a login, enter information
here and press login.

Preschool Outcomes 3T

Login

DistrictiD: ||

> I
>

Computer Systems Disclosure Note 1. New Jersey State Government System You have accessed a New Jersey Government Information System that 1s provided to conduct State of New Jersey business within policy guidelines. You are accountable for all activities performed under your logon-id.
Do not share yvour password with anyone for any reason. As a user or privileged user, you understand that the confidentiality of the State's information is of the utmost importance. You understand that all information stored in, transmitted, or received through this system and the State's network,
consisting of printed, computer. or electronic information. is the property of the State of New Jersey. You are hereby notified that use of this system constitutes consent to monitoring and auditing of printed, computer or electronic information to ensure that all uses are consistent with the State of
New Jersey policies and interests. Information related to suspected internet or computer use violations shall be provided to the Office of Emplovee Relations for investigation. 2. Criminal or Civil Liability The Federal Computer Fraud Act of 1986 and applicable Federal and State of New Jersey
laws declare that unauthorized or attempted unauthorized access, use, alteration, destruction. or damage to this system or to any data applications that may be accessed through this system may subject you to criminal or civil prosecution. Entering the user id or proceeding further acknowledges
your understanding of the above. 3. New Jersey Government System Monitoring All persons are hereby notified that use of this system constitutes consent to monitoring and auditing, and acknowledging that monitoring is being performed. Monitoring is performed by electronic software that will
maintain a record of all sites visited by logon-id with date, time, and duration of such wvisits. Electronic logging of all site visits is an automatic feature of the monitoring of software and will be reviewed on a random basis. Furthermore, if network degradation is noticed on the system, it will be
reviewed by the Network Support Staff. Information obtained during such monitoring shall be used to support statistical upgrade studies and for management reporting. Information related to suspectad Internet or computer use violations shall be provided to the Office of Employee Relations for
investigation. Continuing beyond this screen is acknowledgement that you have read. understand, and will comply with these directives.




l .Homeroom Walkthrough (3 of 7)

This page will appear. Enter the student’s 10-digit
Student ID (SID). There are 2 features on this page.

A

N2 /'/

1. View Outcome — allows you to check what is already in
the system and see the ratings

Preschool Outcomes




1B someroom Walkthrough (4 of 7) -

2. Create Outcome — allows you to enter an outcome. Ny
“The system only allows for 1 entry and 1 exit rating. If there is
already an entry in the system, it will force an exit rating. Please

check by using the View Outcome button if you are unsure what was
entered.

Preschool Outcomes




I iomeroom Walkthrough (5 of 7)

. . . N
When receiving this message,
please click on Create Outcome
Anyway 1f the SID belng Please ensure that the SID you are entering for the student is the SID in
entered 1S active and accurate. NJSMART and is correct. If it is an accurate and active SID, you can proceed with

creating an Entry Outcome by clicking on the "Create Outcome Anyway" button

NJSMART does not transfer below, SID numbers from NJSMART transfer twice per year and may take longer
data over 1mmed1ate1y to the to populate into NJ DOE Homeroom.
Homeroom SyStem- Please *Please note that additional questions, please refer to the Homeroom
note the student’s name and PRESCHOOL Manual.
DOB should populate, as soon If the answers to your questions are not found in the
as the N]SMART and manual, please reach out to COSsupport@doe.nj.gov.

Homeroom System updates —
it happens only a few times
throughout the year.



mailto: COSsupport@doe.nj.gov

I iomeroom Walkthrough (6 of 7)

Enter Outcome Data - Entry

s e —— . Complete the:
. —— ' -COS Discussion Date

The current date and time is Apr 7, 2025 12:06:18 PM.

-Student Current
Placement

Student ID:

[ ]

COS Discussion Date:

-Rating for each outcome
ey
STUDENT'S CURRENT PLACEMENT AT ENTRY: /Z
Sl St Gt Piaren S When tinished, select Save
1. POSITIVE SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SKILLS (INCLUDING SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS) //

at the bottom of the
Not Yet Nearly Somewhat Complete S Cre en .

01 02 O3 O 4 Os O 6 07

1a. To what extent does this child show age-appropriate functioning, across a variety of settings and situations, on this outcome?




I iomeroom Walkthrough (7 of 7)

Enter Outcome Data - Exit | Comp]ete the: N
District Name: County ID: _ District ID:|| — . .
e . ewwe | wmewl ___COS Discussion Date

LastName: = — ” —
The corent date and te s Age 7. 2005 1212:06 PAL -Student’s current
Placement at Exit
-Student’s Projected
Placement for K

| Select Student's Current Placement / v| -Rating for eaCh

STUDENT'S PROJECTED PLACEMENT FOR KINDERGARTEN: A7! Outc Ome

| Select Student's Projected For Kindergarten v\ .
-Progress Question

Student ID:

a

COS Discussion Date:

L (e

1. POSITIVE SOCTAL-EMOTIONAL SKILLS (INCLUDING SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS)
1a. To what extent does this child show age-appropriate functioning, across a variety of settings and situations, on this outcome?
Not Yet Nearly Somewhat Complete

-~ 7 When finished, select

1b. Has the child shown any new skills or behaviors related to positive social-emotional skills (including positive social relationships) since the last outcomes summary?

s Save at the bottom of
the screen.




I .What Happens When There are Changes to the Data Once Submitted?

If a mistake is made after
you save, please contact
COSsupport@doe.nj.gov
to make the change.

Changes can only be
made by NJ DOE.



mailto:COSsupport@doe.nj.gov

l.COS Excel Sheet

*There is an Excel Spreadsheet provided to keep the data on your students and
enter at least than 2X year, 3" Friday of December and 3™ Friday of June

(12/19/25 & 6/19/26) into Homeroom. The spreadsheet will NOT be accepted
when data collection is due, and all data must be entered into Homeroom.

Student ID

Student DOB

COS Entry Date

# 1 Entry

Child Outcomes Summary (COS)

# 2 Entry

# 3 Entry

COS Exit Date

# 1 Exit

# 1 Progress

# 2 Exit

# 2 Progress

# 3 Exit



https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/preschooloutcomes.shtml

| .Important Notes for Data Entry

A child is only to receive an
exit score if they have been in
the program for at least six (6)
months as a preschooler with a

disability.

An error message will appear
in Homeroom if the dates
between entry and exit are not
at least six (6) months apart.



l .Section 2 %

\\\ p

Review and Explore
Content of Indicator 7:

COS/Individualized
Education Program
(IEP) Integration and
State Level Outcome
Tools and Materials




| .Updates and Building Capacity &

COS/IEP Integration: New Tool: 4
New Jersey is making the outcomes The COS_K_C s one strategy states
measurement more etficient and can use to improve the quality of

more effective b% integrating these their child outcomes data because it
processes with IEP development examines practitioner knowledge of

and implementation. the COS process.

The COS Process should be
implemented at the Initial IEP
Meeting. Entry ratings should be
determined within the first 30 days
of starting services.




COS/IEP Outcomes Integration %

Key Outcome Measurement Practices

Know & Share
cos Purpose VI

=~ Focus on e o

Examine & | / Functlonahty [ |
Use COS Data /-‘"—'\

(

E cher Breadth of

_/ / Outcomes “

Use COS Ratlng .
Crterin e IFSP/IEP

Decision Tree ikl Processes

Age Anchor
Functionino ¢ Referral/intake (R)

Evaluation/Assessment (E)
IFSP/IEP Development (D)

IFSP/IEP Implementation (1)
Transition/Exit (T)



https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/IntegratingOutcomesintotheIEP.pdf

B Cos/iEP Flow Chart

Integrating Child Outcomes Measurement with Individual Education Program (IEP) Development

Child Find and Referral

Evaluation and Eligibility

IEP Development

Service Delivery

Transition from Part C

Referral from Other Source

Receive notification from Part C of
child potentially eligible for Part B
service

Provide a written copy of
procedural safeguards to parents

Receive child records from Part C
with parental permission, e.g.,

o IFSP

o Assessment Records

o Part C exit COS

o Other pertinent information

» Embed information about the three
global outcomes into child find
materials

Receive referral or parental
request for evaluation

Provide a written copy of
procedural safeguards to parents

Provide family prior written notice and
obtain consent for evaluation, which
begins evaluation timeline

Determine additional evaluations and
information needed to establish if child
is a child with a disability

Schedule evaluation at mutually
agreeable time & place with family

Attend transition planning
conference

Explain Part B procedural
safeguards, eligibility, IEP process,
and possible service options to the
family

Describe the continuing importance
of the three global outcomes
Describe purpose and importance
of family involvement indicator

Use the three global outcome
areas as a framework for
discussion

Participate in development of
transition plan

Conduct screening, if appropriate
(may proceed directly to
evaluation)

Share information about preschool
special education

Describe purpose and importance
of the three global outcomes (i.e.,
ECO outcomes and |EP goals)
Describe purpose and importance
of family involvement indicator
Gather parent concerns using the
three global outcome areas as a
framework

Determine with family if they wish
to have child evaluated for
eligibility and services

Gather/use existing assessment,
medical and other pertinent
information, with parental
permission

Provide opportunity for families to share
child abilities, strengths and
developmental concerns across
settings and routines

Conduct evaluation/assessment using
authentic assessment strategies across
settings and routines

Determine academic, developmental
and functional needs of the child
Gather supporting evidence for COS
throughout assessment and evaluation
Document present levels in functional
ways considering the three outcome
areas to be used for IEP development
and the COS rating

IEP team, including family, meets to

develop IEP

» Document child’s strengths and
Present Levels of Educational
Performance (PLEP)

» Age-anchor the child’s development

using tools that reference skills and

behaviors associated with age-

expected behavior

Finalize COS as IEP team

discusses PLEP, adjusting as

needed from earlier in process

Identify parents’ priorities &

concerns

Establish functional and

measurable goals

Identify strategies

Determine necessary services

Determine placement (LRE)

Document progress monitoring

reporting schedule

Implement services for which
consent was provided.
Ensure that IEP is
implemented in timely
manner.

.

.

Provide IEP services
Monitor progress

Document and share child’'s
progress on the IEP goals
and in the three global
outcome areas with family
regularly

Complete collection of family
involvement indicator as
indicated by state procedure

Determine eligibility as a team
Provide prior written notice on eligibility
decision

Ensure completion of entry COS
soon after beginning services, if not
finalized during IEP development
Provide family prior written notice
and obtain consent for IEP services

Ensure timely annual IEP
meeting (or when requested
by family or LEA) to review
and modify IEP

Provide procedural
safeguards notice annually
As appropriate consider
transition steps

At exit complete COS using
assessment and other
information across settings
and routines




[.N]DOE Expectations <

The COS Process is expected to be used beginning with all identified
students who were newly identified as a Preschooler with an IEP at
the start of the 2025/2026 school year.

All data must be entered into Homeroom at a minimum of 2x per
year by/on the 3" Friday of December and the 3 Friday of June
(12/19/25 & 6/19/26).

New Jersey has made a statewide transition to the use of the COS
Process as the measure for the purpose of Indicator 7— please continue
the use of the COS Process.




HBResources and Support $

| wo,
(=)
3

ACHIEVEMENT

PRESCHOOL OUTCOMES

L]
OFFICE OF SPECIAL FOCUS QUESTION I d t 7.
EDUCATION Are students with disabilities ready to learn ndicalor .

n:sou?f:ss :::::::eving at high levels? Frequently ASked

Education provides
to batter

Reach out to
COSsupport@doe.nj.gov

for any support or

New Jersey
Department of Educaticn

Indicator 7 measures the percentage of preschool children with

[ESOUICES | Ll
nderstand Indicator 7: disabilities, oges 3 through 5, who demonstrate improvements on Q t
Child Brikl three outcomes by the time they exit the program. The three ues I o n s
' - reqguests 10r
7A: Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships) - Ch| Id Outcome S|_"'|"||'|'|.uryI tcog)
78: Aquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills (including early 9 X -
language/commurication and sarly literacy) Office of Special Education
7C: Use of appropriate behaviors for preschool students [
assistance.
The Child Qutcome Summary (COS) data entered by each LEA into the
Homeroom System Preschool Application. @
STEP 1: CATEGORY RATINGS (LEA)
Results for 7q, 7b, and 7c are colculated using a two-part process. First, C h i I d
improvement of those students who left the preschool program is
measured based on five categories. The five categories: Qutcome Chi d Out
. utcome
Summ ary: S .
EXTERNAL RESOURCES A: Did not improve functioning Ovearview B ummu.ry. d
rocesses an
B: Impravfed functioning, but mi:;tI sufficiently to move nearer to P -;d e
unctioning comparable to same-age peers rocedures Child Outcomea
C: Improved functioning to a level nearer to same-aged peers, but Summ ary.
did not reach it

D: Improved functioning to reach a level comparable to same-aged
paars

E: Maintained functioning at a level comparable to same-aged
ears

Rating and
Child Qutcomes

I d. t 7 Discussions .
Summary Knowlsdge As part of the State Parfarmance Plan‘annual Performance Re part NIDOE _
Check (COSKE) te STEP 2: CALCULATIONS (SEA)

(SPF/AFR), states are required by the Indwiduals with Disabilities H
whether a The second step includes using the five progress caotegories to calculate Education Act [IDEA) to report on the percent of infants and omeroom
data on two target summary statements using the following methodology:

toddlars with Individualized Family Service Plana (IFSPs] or

RESULT 1: INCREASE GROWTH RESULT 2: WITHIN AGE p.lasr.hool-agha I::hl-|dl9 ".1.\'|t|-1 ndividualized Educatlon Plans {IEPs)
The percentage of children EXPECTATION who demonstrate improved:

who entered the program The percentage of A Positive soclal-emotional skills {Including social

below age expectations c+D children who were D+E T Ay



https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/dataandresources/docs/LocalProfile_One-Pagers_Indicator7.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/docs/NJDOE_Indicator7COS_FAQ_2023.pdf
mailto:COSsupport@doe.nj.gov

l .Additional Resources |

Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center - b4
Child Outcomes Summary

Navigation bar on the left-hand side of the page
displays different topic areas:

-Click on Child Outcome Summary Process, you can
register for self-paced modules



https://ectacenter.org/outcomes.asp

Il cCos Frequently Asked Questlons
NIDOE FAQO Document b

Located on the NJDOE Indicator 7 Webpage is the

FAQ Document. With 4 sections and 27 questions,

please start there to see if you can find the answer.

[f additional questions arise, never hesitate to reach
out to COSsupport@doe.nj.gov



https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/monitor/docs/NJDOE_Indicator7COS_FAQ_2023.pdf
mailto:COSsupport@doe.nj.gov

BECTA/DaSy Tools and Resources

* Definitions for Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Ratings

N

* Decision Tree

« Family Guide

 Breadth of Three Child Outcomes

* OSEP Progress Categories

 Child Outcome Summary (COS) Process Quick Reference Guide

 COS Practice Scenarios

* Age Anchoring Guidance for Determining Child Outcome Summary (COS)

100 .



https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/Definitions_Outcome_Ratings.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/eco/assets/pdfs/Decision_Tree.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c299.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/eco/three-child-outcomes-breadth.pdf
http://olms.cte.jhu.edu/data/ck/sites/4048/files/progress-categories.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/eco/cos-quick-reference-guide.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cosps.asp
https://fpg.unc.edu/sites/fpg.unc.edu/files/resource-files/COS_Age_Anchoring_Guidance.pdf
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l .Contact Information o

Ilene Goy, Preschool Disabilities Specialist (LRC Central) .~

Illene.Goy@doe.nj.gov

Jennifer Nicosia, State Early Childhood Special Education
Coordinator (ECSE/619)

Jennifer.Nicosia@doe.nj.gov

General Questions — Support Email

COSsupport@doe.nj.gov



mailto:Ilene.Goy@doe.nj.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Nicosia@doe.nj.gov
mailto:COSsupport@doe.nj.gov

®

Facebook: @njdeptofed Instagram: LinkedIn:
@newjerseydoe New Jersey Department of Education

X @YouTube

Threads: X: @New]JerseyDOE YouTube:
@New]JerseyDOE @newijerseydepartmentofeduca6565
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