THE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING CHILD’S PRESCHOOL ROADMAP FOR FAMILIES

IDENTIFICATION AND REFERRAL

As required by N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.3(e)2, a written
request for initial evaluation shall be
forwarded by Early Intervention service
providers to the district at least 120 days prior
to your child attaining age three. The parent
may also make a written request for initial
evaluation. See the Parent Resource Guide for
Children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing Ages

Birth to Five Years (listed under translated
resource guides for families).
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INITIAL EVALUATION

As required by N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.3(e), a meeting
of the child study team including a speech-
language specialist, the parent, and a teacher
who is knowledgeable about the district’s
programs is convened within 20 calendar days
of receipt of the written request to determine if
an evaluation is warranted. This team
determines the nature and scope of the
evaluation. The parent will be asked to provide
consent for the evaluation. See the NJ
Assessment Guide for DHH Students Birth to
Five Years of Age.

ELIGIBILITY & IEP DEVELOPMENT

If determined eligible for special
education and related services, the IEP
team, which includes the parents, shall
hold an IEP meeting within 30 calendar
days. The team will create goals and the
Communication Plan, determine
supports and services, and discuss
educational placement options. See the
NJ Deaf Student’s Bill of Rights.
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IEP SERVICE DELIVERY

After determining eligibility and receiving
parental consent, an IEP shall be
implemented no later than the child’s
third birthday - unless the parent chooses
to delay the start of services (e.g., the
child turns three on June 1°!, and the
parent elects to begin services at the
start of the new school year).
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MONITORING PROGRESS

A requirement of the IEP is a statement of
how the student’s progress toward the
annual goals will be measured. Progress
towards IEP goals as outlined in the IEP
will be shared with families. The IEP team
will annually complete the NJ Language
Acquisition Rating Scale for Preschool-
Age Children to report to the NJDOE in the
June End-of-Year Snapshot.
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AFTER PRESCHOOL

As required by N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(i) and
3.8(g), as your child prepares for
kindergarten, the IEP team will conduct a
reevaluation and, if eligible, develop an
IEP by June 30 of the student’s last year
of eligibility for a program for
preschoolers. Test selection,

presentation, and interpretation of results
shall be appropriate for a child who is Deaf/
Hard of Hearing. This includes a

review of various listening environments.
The team will also complete the final NJ
Language Acquisition Rating Scale.



https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/programs/deaf/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/programs/deaf/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/programs/deaf/
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/programs/deaf/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:f7185b99-8829-4433-b9c5-603fa464a4a8
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:f7185b99-8829-4433-b9c5-603fa464a4a8
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:f7185b99-8829-4433-b9c5-603fa464a4a8
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/programs/deaf/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:1df97fd3-2a73-4bf2-9cc9-86409ca99ff7
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:1df97fd3-2a73-4bf2-9cc9-86409ca99ff7
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:1df97fd3-2a73-4bf2-9cc9-86409ca99ff7

	THE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING CHILD'S PRESCHOOL ROADMAP FOR FAMILIES



