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STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT 
REQUIREMENTS
NCLB, IDEA 2004, N.J.A.C. 6A:14



Federal Requirements

• Both the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) require 
that ALL students participate in statewide assessments.

• The purpose is to ensure that academic achievement of the 
New Jersey standards is measured for ALL students, including 
students with disabilities.

• New Jersey’s general education assessments for English 
Language Arts (ELA) and math is PARCC. 

• The Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) is New Jersey’s alternate 
assessment.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Every Student Succeeds Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 require that all students, including students with disabilities participate in statewide assessments.   The purpose of this requirement is to ensure that all students are receiving high quality education in the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The vast majority of students with disabilities will be administered the general education assessment with accommodations.  An alternate assessment is provided to those students with significant intellectual disabilities. In New Jersey students are administered the PARCC assessments in ELA and math in grades 3-8.   High school students are administered PARCC ELA 9, ELA 10, ELA 11, and PARCC end-of-course assessments for Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry.   Students with significant intellectual disabilities who meet the criteria for the alternate assessment are administered the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) assessment in grades 3-8 and 11. 



State Requirements
• N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(e) With the exception of an IEP for a 

student classified as eligible for speech-language services, the 
IEP shall include, but not be limited to:

7. A statement of any individual modifications in the 
administration of Statewide or district-wide assessments 
of student achievement needed for the student to 
participate in such assessment. i. If the IEP team 
determines that the student shall not participate in a 
particular general Statewide or district-wide assessment 
of student achievement (or part of such an assessment), 
a statement of why that assessment is not appropriate for 
the student according to N.J.A.C. 6A:14- 4.10 and a 
statement of how that student shall be assessed and 
which assessment methodology is appropriate for the 
student;

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Jersey special education regulation N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.7(e)  requires the IEP of a student eligible for special education and related services to include a statement about participation in statewide assessment.   The IEPs of students with disabilities participating in the PARCC assessment shall include the accommodations to be provided to during the assessment.    In addition, if the IEP team determines that the student will participate in the alternate assessment, the IEP must include a statement of why the general education assessment is not appropriate and a statement of how the student will be assessed.  



Choosing the Appropriate Assessment
• Most students with disabilities will be administered the 

PARCC assessment with appropriate accommodations.

• Students with the most significant intellectual disabilities, 
who meet the eligibility criteria, will be administered the 
DLM assessment.   

Please visit this link for more information on the DLM 
eligibility criteria:

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/dlm
_participation_guidelines.pdf
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Presentation Notes
The vast majority of students with disabilities will take the PARCC assessments with appropriate accommodations.  The IEP team will determine which of the PARCC accommodations the student will receive and document this in the IEP.    The DLM assessment is intended for students with the most significant intellectual disabilities.  In order to take the DLM assessment students must meet all of the established eligibility criteria.  Please visit this link for more information on the DLM eligibility criteria. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/dlm_participation_guidelines.pdf


PARCC TESTING
Universal Design for Learning



Universal Design
• Designed and developed to accommodate the widest 

range of students.

• Provides all students with equal opportunities to show 
what they have learned.

• Acknowledges differences among individuals and strives 
to develop a range of methods and materials needed to 
measure leaning.
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Presentation Notes
Universal design is equivalent to universal design in architecture where, for example, ramps and curb cuts designed for people in wheelchairs are also considered essential for people without disabilities, such as parents pushing strollers or people moving heavy furniture.The concept of universal design, when applied to assessments, provide all students with equal opportunities to demonstrate what they have learned.  Universal design emphasizes that in order to increase access, assessment designers cannot use a “one size fits all” approach, but must build in and make available opportunities for choice and create multiple alternatives and approaches for individuals to express their knowledge.The purpose of universally designed assessments is to provide access for the greatest number of students during assessment, and to minimize the need for individualized design or accommodations.



PARCC and UDL: Some Examples
•Text  to speech for LAL and Math 
• Enlarged text
• Change font and background    
colors

• Change Volume

Multiple Means of 
Presentation

Multiple Means of 
Action 

& Expression

•Computer Based Assessment or 
Paper & Pencil

• Compatible with many AT devices
• Speech to Text Feature

Multiple Means of 
Engagement

•Test designed to eliminate bias 
and considers diversity of testing 
population

• Varied presentations (text, audio, 
video)



The PARCC Accessibility System
Features for All 

Students

Accessibility Features
Identified in Advance

Accommodations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through a combination of universal design principles and available accessibility features, PARCC has designed an inclusive assessment system by considering from initial design through item development, field testing, and implementation of the assessment for all students, including students with disabilities, English learners and English learner with disabilities. 



Accessibility Features for All Students
Answer Masking Headphones or Noise Buffers

Audio Amplification Line Reader Mask Tool

Bookmark Magnification/Enlargement Device

Color Contrast (Background/Font 
Color)

Notepad

Blank Scratch Paper Pop-up Glossary

Eliminate Answer Choices Redirect Student to the Test

General Administration Directions 
Clarified

Spell check or External Spell Check 
Device

General Administration Directions
Read Aloud and Repeated as Needed

Text-to-Speech for Mathematics 
Assessments

General Masking Human Reader or Human Signer for 
Mathematics Assessments

Highlight Tool Writing Tools
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Presentation Notes
Accessibility features are available to all students through the online platform, or may be externally-delivered by a test administrator.  Students should determine whether they wish to use the feature on an item-by-item basis, based on the features they use during instruction.  Practice tests that include accessibility features are available for teacher and student use throughout the year.  To practice, go to parcc.pearson.com.   



Accessibility Features Identified in Advance

Answer Masking

Color Contrast

Text-to-Speech for the Mathematics Assessments

Human Reader or Human Signer for the Mathematics 
Assessment
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Presentation Notes
These features must be identified in advance via the Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile file upload.  A relatively small number of students will require these accessibility features for their particular needs.  Please note providing too many tools onscreen may lead to ineffective use of the tools provided and/or an impact on a student’s test performance.  For example, if a student does not regularly receive text-to-speech or other audio representation of their math textbooks during instruction, text-to-speech for mathematics on the PARCC assessments may distract a student or slow their pacing, possibly interfering with their performance.



Administrative Considerations for All Students

• Small Group Testing

• Time of Day

• Separate or Alternate Location

• Specified area or seating

• Adaptive and specialized equipment or furniture

• Frequent breaks
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Presentation Notes
Although students are generally tested in their regular classroom and follow the standard test administration schedule for the grade and content area being assessed, the principal has the authority to schedule students in testing spaces other than regular classrooms, and at different scheduled times, as long as all requirements for testing conditions and test security are met as set forth in the Test Administrator Manuals and Test Coordinator Manuals. Decisions may be considered, for example, that benefit students who are easily distracted in large group settings by testing them in a small group or individual setting. In general, changes to the timing, setting, or conditions of testing are left to the discretion of the principal or test coordinator. In accordance with principles of universal design for assessment, PARCC is providing the following administrative guidance regarding the timing and scheduling of assessments, and setting/locations for testing. These administrative considerations are available to all students. The principal may determine that any student can receive one or more of these test administration considerations, regardless of the student’s status as a student with a disability or English learner



Accommodations
• Testing accommodations must adhere to established 

principles, such as but not limited to:

oEnable students to participate more fully in 
assessments

oBased upon individual student needs

oBased on documented need

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important to ensure that a student’s performance in the classroom as well as on standardized testing is not influenced by the student’s disability or linguistic characteristics that are unrelated to the content being assessed.Accommodations are intended to reduce the effects of a student’s disability and/or English language proficiency level but not to reduce learning expectations.Any and all accommodations provided to a student must be generally consistent with those provided for classroom instruction and classroom assessment.



Presentation Accommodations
Assistive Technology
(Non-Screen Reader)

Large-Print Edition

Screen Reader Version Paper-based Edition

Student Reads Assessment Aloud to 
Him- or Herself

Closed-Captioning of Multimedia on 
ELA/Literacy Assessments

Refreshable Braille Display with 
Screen Reader Version for 
ELA/Literacy

ELA/Literacy Assessments, including 
items, response options, and 
passages
• Text-to-Speech
• ASL Video
• Human Reader/Signer

Hard Copy Braille Edition ASL Video for the Mathematics
Assessments

Tactile Graphics Human Signer for Test Directions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presentation Accommodations are for students with disabilities that describe changes in the assessment format and method in which the assessment is administered.  For example, Screen Reader Version is for students who are blind or visually impaired.  Students requiring this testing accommodation are required to have tactile graphics booklets for test administration.  The tactile graphics booklet contains only the graphics portion of test questions and visual descriptions of pictures and multimedia, where applicable.  During the Infrastructure Trial, Screen Reader software should be tested to ensure operability.  Please note the following embedded tools are not appropriate for use with Screen Reader Version and therefore are not included: pointer, notepad, answer eliminator, magnified, line reader, answer masking, color contrast, ruler, protractor, and calculator.  Please refer to the PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual – Fourth Edition for a full description of administration guidelines for each test accommodation.



Assistive Technology (Non-Screen Reader)

Braille Note-Taker

Braille Writer

Calculation Device (on Calculator Sections of Math Assessments)

Calculation Device and Mathematics Tools (on Non-Calculator Section of 
Math Assessments)

ELA/Literacy Selected Response Options*
Mathematics Response Options*

ELA/Literacy Constructed Response Options*

Monitor Test Response

Word Prediction External Device

(*) please refer PARCC AFA Manual for description of accommodation and 
administration guidelines.

Response Accommodations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Response Accommodations are for students with disabilities and allow a student to respond to test items using different formats or tools.  For example, Calculation Device (on Calculator Sections of Mathematics Assessments) allows a student with an IEP to use a calculator on the assessment.   It must be identified in the Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile file upload.  Please make sure the PARCC Calculator Policy is followed and implemented correctly.  During testing the student uses a specific calculation device other than the embedded grade-level calculator on the calculator section of the mathematics assessments.  Please refer to the PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual – Fourth Edition for a full description on administration guidelines for each test accommodation.  



Extended Time

Timing & Scheduling Accommodation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Timing and Scheduling Accommodation is for students with disabilities that is intended to increase the allowable time in which to complete an assessment.  Students receiving this testing accommodation must have this accommodation identified in the Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile file upload. The student does not need to take the full day if it is not needed.  Students receiving this accommodation should be tested in a separate setting. Please refer to the PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations Manual – Fourth Edition for a full description on administration guidelines for each test accommodation.



Unique or Emergency Accommodations

• Unique Accommodations – Refer to Appendix F: Unique 
Accommodation Request Form in the PARCC AFA Manual

• Emergency Accommodations – Refer to Appendix G; Use of an 
emergency Accommodation on a PARCC Assessment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PARCC has developed a comprehensive list of accessibility features and accommodations that are designed to increase access to PARCC assessments and that will result in valid, comparable assessment scores.  If students require additional accommodations, districts are encouraged to complete the form in Appendix F.  Please note:  requests for approval must be made on a individual basis and the department will provide final resolution after determining whether the requested unique accommodation would result in a valid score for the student.An emergency accommodation may be requested for a student who incurs a temporary disabling condition that interferes with test performance shortly before or during the PARCC assessment window.  Appendix G of the Accommodations and Accessibility Features Manual is the form that must be completed and maintained in the student.  Appendix G is not submitted to the NJDOE. 



The Decision Making Process
• Federal law requires that students not be excluded from

assessments with the intention of holding schools
accountable for the academic performance of all students,
with a narrow exception granted to English learners in
their first year of enrollment in a U.S. school.

• The ESEA and IDEA require that all students with
disabilities be administered state assessments; in the
general state assessment, either with or without
accommodations, or through an alternate assessment.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important that IEP teams and 504 plan coordinators actively engage in a planning process that includes:Participation of all students in the PARCC assessments at the grade level or course in which they are enrolled;Assurance of the provision of appropriate accommodations to facilitate student access to instruction and assessments based on grade-level course standards; andUse of alternate assessments based on the content standards, where necessary to assess the academic performance of students with the most significant intellectual disabilities.



The Decision Making Process – Step 1
Expect All Students to Achieve Academic Grade-Level 

and Course Content Standards

Several laws require the participation of students with
disabilities and English learners in standards-based
instruction and assessments that are aligned with
grade-level curricula.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In accordance with ESEA and IDEA, PARCC expects that all students in PARCC states who are not taking an alternate assessment will participate in the PARCC assessments.  The PARCC assessment system sets and maintains high expectations that all students will have access to the full range of grade-level and course content standards.



The Decision Making Process – Step 2

Learn About Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations

• Accessibility Features

• Accessibility Features Identified in Advance

• Administrative Considerations for All Students

• Accommodations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is critical that educational teams learn about accessibility features and accommodations that provide increased access for students or reduce or eliminate the effects of a student’s disability, or English learner status, and provide equitable access to grade-level or course content for diverse learners.What accessibility features can all students select?What accessibility features must be selected by educators and turned on prior to testing?What accommodations can be selected by IEP/504 teams, which are documented in the IEP/504 plan, based on individual student? 



The Decision Making Process – Step 3
Select Accessibility Features and Accommodations for 

Individual Students

• The team or group responsible for selecting accessibility
features for all students, and accommodations for ELL
and/or student with disabilities should:

o Discuss which features and accommodations might assist a
student during dally instruction

o Determine which features and accommodations should be used for
PARCC testing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In selecting appropriate accessibility features and accommodations for PARCC  testing, it is important that stakeholders be aware of the following:Features and accommodations should be considered and discussed separately for each PARCC content-area assessmentStudents should receive the features and accommodations they need to participate in the assessmentFeatures and accommodations are intended to increase a student’s access to the assessment but will not compensate for a student’s lack of academic/content knowledgeStudents needs opportunities beforehand to try out features and accommodations and learn which are most helpfulThe more input the student has in selecting features and accommodations , the more likely the features and/or accommodations will be usedAccommodations that provide access to students on assessments should be based on their needs and the accommodations they use during instruction,  and not their lack of content knowledge



Considerations
• Features and accommodations should be considered and 

discussed separately for each PARCC content-area 
assessment

• Students should receive the features and accommodations 
they need to participate in the assessment

• Features and accommodations are intended to increase a 
student’s access to the assessment but will not compensate 
for a student’s lack of academic/content knowledge

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Features and accommodations should be considered and discussed separately for each PARCC content-area assessmentStudents should receive the features and accommodations they need to participate in the assessmentFeatures and accommodations are intended to increase a student’s access to the assessment but will not compensate for a student’s lack of academic/content knowledge



Considerations
• Students need opportunities beforehand to try out 

features and accommodations and learn which are most 
helpful

• The more input the student has in selecting features and 
accommodations, the more likely the features and/or 
accommodations will be used

• Accommodations that provide access to students on 
assessments should be based on their needs and the 
accommodations they use during instruction, and not their 
lack of content knowledge

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students needs opportunities beforehand to try out features and accommodations and learn which are most helpfulThe more input the student has in selecting features and accommodations , the more likely the features and/or accommodations will be usedAccommodations that provide access to students on assessments should be based on their needs and the accommodations they use during instruction,  and not their lack of content knowledge



The Decision-Making Process – Step 3
Factor #1 – Student Characteristics and Learning 

Needs

Access 
Needs

Valid measure 
of what the 

student 
knows and 

can do

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student Characteristics – disabilities, language proficiency, accommodations used in classroom instruction/assessments to access and perform in academic standards and assessments.Access Needs – features and/or accommodations that provide students with access to the assessments (i.e., LP or Braille)Accommodations – documented via IEP or Section 504 plan and should remove barriers to learning and assessmentsValid Measure of What the Student Knows and Can Do – PARCC assessment and results



The Decision-Making Process – Step 3
Factor #2 – Individual Test Characteristics

• It is important to examine the tasks students are being 
asked to do on the PARCC assessments by asking the 
following:

oWhat are the characteristics of the assessment and 
what will the tasks and items look like?

oAre the assessment tasks similar to classroom 
assessment tasks?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Individual assessment characteristics – knowledge about what tasks are required on PARCC assessments and ways to remove physical and other barriers to student’s ability to perform those tasks.  For practice tests, please go to parcc.pearson.com.  



The Decision-Making Process – Step 3
Factor #2 – Individual Test Characteristics

oDoes the student use an accessibility features and/or 
accommodations for classroom tasks that is permissible 
for use on PARCC assessments?

oDo other barriers exist that could be removed by using an 
accessibility feature and/or accommodations that is not 
already offered or used by the student?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Individual assessment characteristics – knowledge about what tasks are required on PARCC assessments and ways to remove physical and other barriers to student’s ability to perform those tasks.  For practice tests, please go to parcc.pearson.com.  



The Decision-Making Process – Step 3
Factor #3 – PARCC Accessibility Features and 

Accommodations Policies That Maintain the Validity of 
Assessment Results

• It will be important for educators, parents, and teams selecting
accommodations for the PARCC assessment to review the test
security, test administration, and test accommodation policies
in order to determine whether the accommodation is allowed
on the PARCC assessments, and if there will be any
consequences for the school, district, or student if the
accommodation is used.

• Any discrepancies between instructional and assessment
accommodations should be communicated to the parent and
educators working with the student.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stakeholders involved in the selection of accessibility features and/or accommodations should review aspects of the test administration and its polices to determine whether the accommodations are permissible for state tests.It is important to review the approved accommodations as described in the Accommodations and Accessibility Features manual.   If a student needs an accommodation that is not listed in the manual, please contact the Office of Assessment. 



Decision Making Process – Step 4
Administer Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations during Assessments

• Once decisions have been made about which features
and accommodations will be provided, the logistics of
providing the accessibility features and accommodations
during PARCC assessments must be coordinated well
ahead of test administration.

• An appropriate list must be developed with the names of
students, the accommodations they require, test
locations, and staff responsible for administering the test
with the accommodations.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coordinate logistics ahead of time.Make a list or spreadsheet listing each child and their features and/or accommodationsTrain staff on requirements for providing accommodationsPlan time for students to practice accommodationsInvolve students in selection processAccommodations should never be used for the first time on s state test.  Testing accommodations should be introduced to the student(s) long before the PARCC assessments are administered to determine their effectiveness.



Decision Making Process – Step 5

Evaluate and Improve Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Use

• It will be necessary to collect and analyze data on the use 
and effectiveness of accessibility features and 
accommodations to ensure that the participation of all 
students in assessments is meaningful, and to carefully 
document decisions and information on the selection, use, 
and evaluation of these supports.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Evaluate and Improve Features and Accommodations use:Observe student’s use of accommodationsConduct interviews with test administratorsInterview students about what worked and what didn’t workDid logistics work? Does planning need to be coordinated differently?At the next annual review meeting, use this data to discuss the accommodations and accessibility features that the student will use during the next administration of the test. 



Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile
• Externally-provided accessibility features identified in

advance, and accommodations for students with
disabilities and English learners

• Hard copy accommodated forms that require advance
shipping (i.e., Braille edition, large print edition, paper-
based edition, etc.)



Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile
• Embedded accessibility features in the online platform 

that need to be enabled for students during testing (i.e., 
color contrast, text-to-speech for mathematics, etc.)

• Embedded accommodations in the online platform that 
need to be enabled for students during testing (i.e., ASL, 
closed-captioning, text-to-speech for ELA/L, etc.)



Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile
How is the SR/PNP submission done?
• Districts are required to submit their SR/PNP file through

NJSMART. NJSMART collected PARCC Registration
information through the Official PARCC Registration
Submission which began in January 2014. PARCC
Registration Submission window opened 11/23/15 and
closed 12/21/15.

Are all districts required to submit an SR/PNP file?
• Yes, districts are required to submit their file via

NJSMART. The state will submit the file to Pearson.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How is the SR/PNP submission done?Districts are required to submit their SR/PNP file through NJSMART.  NJSMART collected PARCC Registration information through the Official PARCC Registration Submission which began in January 2014.  PARCC Registration Submission window opened 11/23/15 and closed 12/21/15.Are all districts required to submit an SR/PNP file?Yes, districts are required to submit their file via NJSMART.  The state will submit the file to Pearson.



Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile
Are approved private schools for the disabled required

to submit a file?
• No, sending districts are required to include ALL their

students in their SR/PNP file submission.

Will all testing sites have access to their SR/PNP file?
• Yes, all testing sites will have access to their SR/PNP file.

Access to the file will be granted on or after February 15,
2016. At this time, testing sites may edit their file to reflect
their current testing conditions.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are approved private schools for the disabled required to submit a file?No, sending districts are required to include ALL their students in their SR/PNP file submission.Will all testing sites have access to their SR/PNP file?Yes, all testing sites will have access to their SR/PNP file. Access to the file will be granted on or after February 15, 2016.  At this time, testing sites may edit their file to reflect their current testing conditions.



Student Registration/Personal Needs Profile
• Responsible District uploads student data to NJSMART

• NJSMART exercises quality control measures and 
afterwards provides file to NJDOE

• NJDOE exercises additional quality control measures 
and afterwards provides file to PearsonAccessnext

• Once Pearson has received file from NJDOE, all testing 
sites, identified in the file will have access to the SR/PNP 
file for review and/or edit via PearsonAccessnext



Resource Link
PARCC Website http://parcc.pearson.com/

PARCC AFA Manual http://parcc.pearson.com/manuals-training/

DLM Website http://dynamiclearningmaps.org

NJDOE PARCC Resources http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/

New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/

Practice Tests http://parcc.pearson.com

Resource Links

http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/manuals-training/
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/
http://parcc.pearson.com/


Resources & Contacts
• PARCC Website: http://parcc.pearson.com/

• DLM Website: http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/newjersey

• Common Core:
• NJDOE: http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/
• Common Core: http://www.corestandards.org/

• Model Curriculum & Scaffolds:
• http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/

• Kim Murray, NJDOE
• kimberly.murray@doe.state.nj.us
• 609-292-7605

• Orlando Vadel, NJDOE
• orlando.vadel@doe.state.nj.us
• 609-341-3456

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this presentation, please feel free to contact Kimberly Murray at 609-292-7605 or Orlando Vadel at 609-341-3456.
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