
* Due to the virtual nature of the meeting, members of the public are invited to send their 
statements and concerns to SpEdAdvisoryCouncil@doe.nj.gov prior to the meeting. If requested, 
members will respond to you at a later time. Written material may be submitted to the Office of 
Special Education. 
 

The State Special Education Advisory Council/Stakeholder Meeting 
Virtually via Microsoft Teams 

Thursday, March 16, 2023 
 
9:30 am – 9:45 am   Call to Order 
    Introduction to NJ-SSEAC 

 Dr. Paul Barbato, Chairperson 
 Ms. Debora Esposito, Assistant Chairperson 

 
9:45 am – 10:15 am   Office of Special Education Updates  

 Kimberly Murray, Director, Office of Special Education 
 
During the following presentations only SSEAC Council Members 
and Stakeholders can comment in chat.  

 
10:15 am – 11:00 am  Council Priority Engagement - “New Jersey Department of 

Education’s Focus on Mental Health” followed by a Q&A 
 Presenters: Mr. Luiz Periera, Director, and Ms. Kelly 

Allen, Manager, from the Office of Student Support 
Services   
 

11:00 am – 11:15 am  Break 
 
11:15 am – 12:00 pm Office of Special Education Promising Practices and 

Considerations - “Transition Planning Services and the Impact of 
Mental Health” 
 Presenter: Mrs. JoAnn Johnson, Transition Specialist, 

Office of Special Education 
 

During the following activity NJ-SSEAC Council Members, 
Internal and External Stakeholders, and members of the public can 
participate. Once the activity concludes, all public comments will 
be held until the public portion of the meeting.  

 
12:00 am - 12:30 pm Collaborative and Interactive Discussion around Mental Health 

and Students with Disabilities (Mentimeter) 
 Presenters: Dr. Paul Barbato, Chairperson, and Dr. 

Cynthia DeFina, Mental Health Subcommittee Lead 
 
12:30 pm – 12:45 pm  Council Discussion  

 Old Business 
 Reminder about Attendance 
 NJ-SSEAC: 2023-2024 Survey (Required), due by 

March 31st  
 NJ-SSEAC Evaluation for April  

 New Business 



* Due to the virtual nature of the meeting, members of the public are invited to send their 
statements and concerns to SpEdAdvisoryCouncil@doe.nj.gov prior to the meeting. If requested, 
members will respond to you at a later time. Written material may be submitted to the Office of 
Special Education. 
 

 Update on the NJ-SSEAC Letter to the 
Commissioner 

 The June NJ-SSEAC meeting will be held as a 
hybrid event at the LRC Central in Trenton, New 
Jersey. The event space holds up to 55 people. 
Council members will have first right to attendance. 
Access to the location and virtual links will be 
posted on the NJ-SSEAC webpage. 

 Subcommittee Reports 
• Least Restrictive Environment 
• Recruitment and Retention 
• Mental Health and SWD 
• External Engagement 
• Internal Engagement 

 Projected Next Steps for Subcommittees 
• Presentation during June 2023, in-person 

NJ-SSEAC meeting, on the Subcommittees 
Action Plan. Presentations to NJ-SSEAC 
can be in the subcommittees preferred 
modality (i.e. powerpoint) 

 Council Member Announcements 
 Debbie Esposito (SPAN Events) 

• Starting and Running an Effective SEPAG 
Virtual - in English and Spanish on Monday, 
Mar 20, 2023 from 7:00 - 8:00 PM EDT: 
This workshop is designed to provide best 
practices, tips, and strategies to start and run 
an effective SEPAGS or other parent 
groups. 

• Iniciando y Dirigiendo un SEPAG Efectivo - 
Virtual - En Inglés y Español on Lunes, 
Marzo 20, 2023, 7:00 - 8:00 PM Hora del 
Este: Este taller está diseñado para 
proporcionar las mejores prácticas, consejos 
y estrategias para iniciar un SEPAG eficaz u 
otros grupos de padres. 

 Elizabeth Alves (LDANJ) 
• The Learning Disabilities Association of NJ 

Transitions and Beyond Conference this 
May 6th at TCNJ.  Please share and add to 
the meeting announcements.   

• Call for presenters: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AIpQLSdrqSMJ7eH4VPaAGkLq63f

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/span-parent-advocacy-network-313399547
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fstarting-and-running-an-effective-sepag-registration-470661078957%3Faff%3Derelexpmlt__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!MBJsyci54IMey_GUTF_rnkZ8geBA3o27suMbthJ_hbdbRdf9TZcRCxZXqnRfu67lBHHC86XV8HqnFXFNyyExyZdVas7ofx73-vI%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C4c20ef80041341deb0e908db1e81f2ce%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638137315739442514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rWfdcN%2BOxU5x0nKVmrCUJllro729ZBUkUOkAtdD3H54%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fstarting-and-running-an-effective-sepag-registration-470661078957%3Faff%3Derelexpmlt__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!MBJsyci54IMey_GUTF_rnkZ8geBA3o27suMbthJ_hbdbRdf9TZcRCxZXqnRfu67lBHHC86XV8HqnFXFNyyExyZdVas7ofx73-vI%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C4c20ef80041341deb0e908db1e81f2ce%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638137315739442514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rWfdcN%2BOxU5x0nKVmrCUJllro729ZBUkUOkAtdD3H54%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdrqSMJ7eH4VPaAGkLq63f2kCc0I4i2cVx6Munz1EjJ6op-ow%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!NmbzXKchKJy8iYdwVcdE2pFMUenLUn3JrLfZGrStlNO2LeMCYYW3fV5ce1aAwOH-W-FL3AYU33QC7LHDKLUW2RNehVnJMA%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C2264f0b944fc41b1521508db19f26bdb%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638132301213365416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pOBet6kFvDUqPXG%2FjBJ0HOtkBkMQ4JTk2GMDRCr%2BCm8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdrqSMJ7eH4VPaAGkLq63f2kCc0I4i2cVx6Munz1EjJ6op-ow%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!NmbzXKchKJy8iYdwVcdE2pFMUenLUn3JrLfZGrStlNO2LeMCYYW3fV5ce1aAwOH-W-FL3AYU33QC7LHDKLUW2RNehVnJMA%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C2264f0b944fc41b1521508db19f26bdb%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638132301213365416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pOBet6kFvDUqPXG%2FjBJ0HOtkBkMQ4JTk2GMDRCr%2BCm8%3D&reserved=0
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2kCc0I4i2cVx6Munz1EjJ6op-
ow/viewform?usp=sf_link 

• Here is the link for the Rosa Hagin 
Scholarship: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL
SfNiZfyFCx2B27PxCEh4t6_YfK19kPNojF
DwyuBTxj8C_xWlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 
 Stakeholder Announcements (see attachment A) 

 
12:45 pm – 1:00 pm   Public Comments*  
 
1:00 pm  End of Public Session (Council Members are requested to remain 

online to facilitate break out sessions for subcommittees)

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdrqSMJ7eH4VPaAGkLq63f2kCc0I4i2cVx6Munz1EjJ6op-ow%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!NmbzXKchKJy8iYdwVcdE2pFMUenLUn3JrLfZGrStlNO2LeMCYYW3fV5ce1aAwOH-W-FL3AYU33QC7LHDKLUW2RNehVnJMA%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C2264f0b944fc41b1521508db19f26bdb%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638132301213365416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pOBet6kFvDUqPXG%2FjBJ0HOtkBkMQ4JTk2GMDRCr%2BCm8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdrqSMJ7eH4VPaAGkLq63f2kCc0I4i2cVx6Munz1EjJ6op-ow%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!NmbzXKchKJy8iYdwVcdE2pFMUenLUn3JrLfZGrStlNO2LeMCYYW3fV5ce1aAwOH-W-FL3AYU33QC7LHDKLUW2RNehVnJMA%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C2264f0b944fc41b1521508db19f26bdb%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638132301213365416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pOBet6kFvDUqPXG%2FjBJ0HOtkBkMQ4JTk2GMDRCr%2BCm8%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNiZfyFCx2B27PxCEh4t6_YfK19kPNojFDwyuBTxj8C_xWlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNiZfyFCx2B27PxCEh4t6_YfK19kPNojFDwyuBTxj8C_xWlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNiZfyFCx2B27PxCEh4t6_YfK19kPNojFDwyuBTxj8C_xWlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Appendix A: Stakeholder Engagement Opportunities 
 

 
Entity/Stakeholder Representative 

 
Events/Opportunities 

 
 

Learning Resource Center - South 

Inclusive Education Paraprofessional Series: This professional development 
series is designed to provide paraprofessionals with effective strategies to help 
them better support students with disabilities in inclusive classrooms. The 
content is organized into five modules that are aligned to the six professional 
standards for paraeducators as outlined by the Council for Exceptional Children 
(CEC). 

Ongoing Professional Development (rowan.edu)  
 

 
 
New Jersey Occupational Therapy Association 

Town hall meeting on Tuesday May 16, 2023 at 4:30 pm for NJ special 
education and related service professionals. The town hall in we want to hear 
about New Jersey school based occupational therapy successes and areas 
needing improvement.  
Register here for a reminder email: https://forms.gle/HoGg8a3LLFrYFAsH9 
 

 
 

The New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive 
Education (NJCIE) 

The New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive Education will host its Summer 
Inclusion Leadership Conference on June 9, 2023 at Montclair State University. 
This conference is sponsored by the New Jersey Department of Education and 
the Montclair State University Center for Autism and Early Childhood Mental 
Health. 
 
The link with more information and to register is: www.njcie.org/conference 
 

 
 
 

The New Jersey Center for Tourette Syndrome 

The NJ Center for Tourette Syndrome is the only organization in the state 
committed to education, advocacy, and research critical to those in the Tourette 
Syndrome and Tic Disorder community.   
 
Part of the work they do is education outreach to provide faculty in-services 
designed for teaching professionals. 

https://education.rowan.edu/lrcsouth/pd/paraprofessional-series.html
https://education.rowan.edu/lrcsouth/pd/
https://education.rowan.edu/lrcsouth/pd/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fus02web.zoom.us*2Fj*2F88937710302*3Fpwd*3DMVJIbXU3OVA5RHlURjl5Zksza3pvQT09%26sa%3DD%26source%3Dcalendar%26usd%3D2%26usg%3DAOvVaw2C0VIkzjjpsAh0AfT4JqS9__%3BJSUlJSUlJQ!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!LVZIyDlNPVAMJQmGRDc0M1nl5Plqq7X3vDMpC10Dsn_rQgMoUUROA_csCvLLUPMPDfTzIq42CagiZ-H7Mw8XuL1VQPc%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C73ba7b76bd994e7f61e508db217b5f98%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638140586033889201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tMGbygaiVbbhAzlctptEdzxrGQ3AKQKUWd%2BFI4I3B3g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FHoGg8a3LLFrYFAsH9__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!LVZIyDlNPVAMJQmGRDc0M1nl5Plqq7X3vDMpC10Dsn_rQgMoUUROA_csCvLLUPMPDfTzIq42CagiZ-H7Mw8XI_lhL_Q%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C73ba7b76bd994e7f61e508db217b5f98%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638140586033889201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i4oa%2BSBhZ5hOTXbQyIn50ohMf49l7r3sFyunJcy6IzY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.njcie.org%2Fconference__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!OmzR7-Bmr-mgGw5tehEHUyG5ZnOzvfJhb5LaxqxCEdxG6Z_02cBfN4Y2T29lctxiMpL4qSBPzPx2BiVNzI1bWQ%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7Ced5b3ec8aaeb4265847d08db20b5ecc0%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638139737990722669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XlTQwN4El%2Fkffd3ndsr1MMUKAi2NCtEteZbxFvxxVic%3D&reserved=0
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• The faculty in-service presentations discuss the symptoms, diagnosis and 
treatment of Tourette Syndrome, Tic Disorders and the associated 
conditions such as OCD, ADHD, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety 
and depression.  It also reviews the strategies and accommodations that 
can be used in the classroom.  

 
Link for Tourette Syndrome & Tic Disorder Faculty In-service 
Presentations conducted by the NJ Center for Tourette Syndrome 
 
We also conduct monthly webinars on a variety of topics that would be of 
interest to the special education community.  

• On  Wednesday, April 19th at 7:30 pm-8:30 pm, the NJ Center for 
Tourette Syndrome  is conducting a free webinar –Introduction to 
Transition Services. Participants will be introduced to the various school 
and agency based services available to help students aged 14+ transition 
from high school to adulthood. We will talk about the Pre-Employment 
Transition Services (Pre-ETS) offered by the Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services (DVRS), additional transition related services 
from other agencies, and how these various agencies can work together 
to provide holistic services. In addition, attendees will learn about the 
college tuition sponsorship that the DVRS offers, how to apply, and 
more. 
Registration Link: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/314508033723437147 
 

 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2F*2Fnam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*2F*3Furl*3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Furldefense.com*2Fv3*2F__https*3A*2F*2Fnjcts.org*2Ftourettesyndromeprograms*2Feducation-outreach-program*2F__*3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!O3VN5je1nCf_ZGGop_xUk_86ANy-s7xdNNea2U8NGUYkpvsytP41CxvmjEZ-qrhVJRlza4g8CCwh6DBk7PF_5dE4yu4Czw*24*26data*3D05*7C01*7CAlexandra.Pensiero*40doe.nj.gov*7C4c8ad5e79ac54c571c8308db1c43b4fe*7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4*7C0*7C0*7C638134849853396269*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000*7C*7C*7C*26sdata*3DlKKJEmC8KOKYnEY2Kw9qVdW5GAKEn9ZKkpgGGwTDQj0*3D*26reserved*3D0__*3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JBHrWH4XA7cxIHSuehSvfiaHWLuT1DbrTsD6QrM48r8NTmxN47JkXVNr3ezkAKXWtLmkfQ3UAJIdJ2atgXUMywNV_KgbYQ*24%26data%3D05*7C01*7CAlexandra.Pensiero*40doe.nj.gov*7C2e114d94140e40c1210608db1e49127f*7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4*7C0*7C0*7C638137071447733846*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3D2ZgcykS0YzWpX4VfvNSb3akDVQa*2Byo0yoF6jxV0TkAk*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUqKioqKioqKioqKioqJSUqKioqKioqKioqKioqKiolJSolJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!OOqB6oLbwsarjJJyfo6nONKMbqDf5CSEoFWQhDkY_1cGj_V4cSTY_5u2vHEYuEmIT4BEUiwOeVXgSsoS47ECcMkup65XJg%24&data=05%7C01%7CAlexandra.Pensiero%40doe.nj.gov%7C2845db55b1104f01eb3708db1e4dc21f%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638137091599407784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bhklbh1zybkpgwgW1XbdIX9UMDZWzlgySFCx7TDKnFA%3D&reserved=0
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