
Garden State Preservation Trust 
October 13, 2020, Substantive Meeting Minutes  

Teleconference 11 a.m. 
 
Chairman Andy Buzby called the meeting to order at 11:04 a.m.  
Executive Director Ralph Siegel read a statement that advance notice of at least 

48 hours of the date, time, agenda summary and toll-free teleconference number with 
access code of this public Conference Call meeting of the Garden State Preservation 
Trust for Tuesday, October 13, 2020, at 11 a.m. was given and distributed in accordance 
with the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, and as amended by PL 2020 Chapter 11, 
to Statehouse Press Corps, specifically to the Associated Press, Bloomberg News, New 
Jersey Spotlight, New Jersey Public Media, NJ Advance Media and News 12 New Jersey, 
and to the Office of Legislative Services and to the Office of the New Jersey Secretary of 
State for due notification and to be posted, published and broadcast. 

Mr. Siegel called the roll. Public members in attendance on the call were: 
Chairman Buzby, Vice-Chairman Greg Romano and Ben Spinelli. Ex-officio members in 
attendance on the call were Susan Payne (for Agriculture Secretary Douglas H. Fisher), 
Assistant Commissioner Ray Bukowski (for DEP Commissioner Catherine McCabe) and 
Michael Kanef (for Treasurer Elizabeth Muoio).  

Dorothy Guzzo, representative for Community Affairs Commissioner Lt. Gov. 
Sheila Y. Oliver, was absent. 

Former Public member Andrew McNally submitted his resignation from the 
board on October 12, 2020. The ninth position on the board is vacant. 

 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
Chairman Buzby welcomed members to the meeting and thanked them for coming.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 8, 2019, BOARD MEETING    
Chairman Buzby asked if there were any other corrections or clarifications to the draft 
minutes of the meeting. There were none. Mr. Siegel noted the consideration of these 
official minutes was a formality because a substantive version of the minutes had been 
submitted on Oct. 8 and had completed the Governor’s veto period.  
 
Moved by Ms. Payne 
Seconded by Mr. Kanef 
Approved 6-0 
 
 
DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #20-001 TO APPROVE 
SADC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL PLANNING 
INCENTIVE GRANTS FOR FY2021. 
Chairman Buzby asked for consideration of the resolution. 
 
Moved by Ms. Payne 
Seconded by Vice Chairman Romano 
Approved 6-0 
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DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #20-002 TO APPROVE 
SADC RECOMMENDATION FOR NONPROFIT FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
GRANTS FOR FY2021. 
Chairman Buzby asked for consideration of the resolution. 
 
Moved by Vice Chairman Romano 
Seconded by Mr. Bukowski 
Approved 6-0 
 
 
DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #20-003 TO APPROVE 
SADC RECOMMENDATION FOR A NONPROFIT FARMLAND 
PRESERVATION GRANT TO NEW JERSEY CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 
FOR FY2021  
Chairman Buzby asked for consideration of the resolution. Vice Chairman Romano 
announced his intention to recuse from discussion and vote. 
 
Moved by Mr. Bukowski 
Seconded by Ms. Payne 
Approved 5-0 
 
Vice-Chairman Romano explained his recusal. Although he is retired from the New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation, during his employment he did work on the specific 
project being funded in this grant. 
 
 
DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #20-004 TO APPROVE 
SADC RECOMMENDATION FOR STATE DIRECT EASEMENT 
ACQUISITION FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR FY2021.  
Chairman Buzby asked for consideration of the resolution. 
 
Moved by Mr. Kanef 
Seconded by Mr. Bukowski 
Approved 6-0 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #20-005 TO APPROVE 
SADC RECOMMENDATION FOR FARMLAND STEWARDSHIP GRANTS 
FUNDING FOR FY2021. 
Chairman Buzby asked for consideration of the resolution. 
 
Moved by Ms. Payne 
Seconded by Vice Chairman Romano 
Approved 6-0 
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DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #20-006 TO AWARD A 
GRANT OF $50,000 FOR FY2021 TO THE GEOSPATIAL LAB AT ROWAN 
UNIVERSITY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE NJ 
CONSERVATION BLUEPRINT GIS DATABASE WEB SITE.  
Chairman Buzby asked for consideration of the resolution.  
 
Moved by Mr. Bukowski 
Seconded by Ms. Payne  
Approved 6-0 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Buzby asked to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Moved by Ms. Payne 
Seconded by Mr. Kanef 
 
Approved unanimously 6-0 by roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted 

 
 

 
 

 
        
 
       Ralph Siegel 
       executive director/board secretary 
       Oct 13, 2020  


