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Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) Associated with COVID-19  

Date: January 6, 2023 

Public Health Message Type:  ☐ Alert      ☐ Advisory      ☒ Update      ☒ Information 

Intended Audience: ☒ All public health partners ☒ Healthcare providers ☒ Infection preventionists 
 ☒ Local health departments ☐ Schools/Childcare centers ☐ ACOs 
 ☐ Animal health professionals ☐ Other:     

Key Points:   

• The Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) and CDC have developed a new 
surveillance case definition for Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) 
Associated with COVID-19 to be used starting January 2023. 

• This case definition is intended for public health surveillance and establishes clinical, laboratory, 
and epidemiological reporting criteria for identification and classification of cases as confirmed, 
probable, or suspect MIS-C associated with SARS-CoV-2 infection. 

• This surveillance definition might not capture the full range of presentations of MIS-C and was 
not developed as diagnostic criteria for MIS-C. Thus, it might not identify all MIS-C cases and is 
not intended to replace clinical judgment or inform patient management decisions. 

• This definition was based not only on data-driven approaches and expert opinion, but also on 
practical case reporting considerations and anticipated future surveillance challenges. 

• The New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) continues to report MIS-C cases to CDC¹ and 
share case counts on https://covid19.nj.gov/forms/datadashboard  and additional information 
continues to be available at https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/mis.shtml 

 

Action Items:   

• Healthcare providers who have cared for or are caring for patients younger than 21 years of age 
meeting MIS-C criteria outlined below should continue to report suspected cases to NJDOH  

• The NJDOH MIS Case Report Form should be completed on any patient who meets the criteria. 
This newest version includes additional important information requested by CDC and 
supersedes the previous versions of this form. 

• All completed case report forms should be faxed to (609) 292-5811 or (609) 292-5821 or sent via 
secure email to pedcov@doh.nj.gov.  

• The Communicable Disease Service (CDS) staff will continue to review case report forms and 
coordinate medical records requests and chart abstractions if necessary.  

• For all cases meeting criteria, CDS staff will continue to create MIS-C cases in CDRSS and 
document all available information received so that Local Health Departments can stay informed 
of cases within their jurisdiction. 

Contact Information:  

• Please contact Deepam Thomas at deepam.thomas@doh.nj.gov or the MIS-C team at 
pedcov@doh.nj.gov with any questions. 
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Case Definition Changes: 

In comparison with the 2020 CDC MIS-C case definition revisions include: 1) no required duration of 
subjective or measured fever; 2) requirement of C-reactive protein ≥3.0 mg/dL to indicate systemic 
inflammation; 3) adjustments to criteria of organ system involvement to include addition of shock as a 
separate category and elimination of respiratory, neurologic, and renal criteria; and 4) new 
requirements on timing of positive SARS-CoV-2 laboratory testing relative to the MIS-C illness.  
 
Although MIS-C is not a nationally notifiable condition and reporting is voluntary, CSTE and CDC 
recommend that all states and territories continue to report all cases meeting confirmed, probable, or 
suspect criteria using the revised surveillance case definition beginning January 2023. Updated case 
definitions included below are also available at CSTE MIS-C Surveillance Case Definition  
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