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DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH AND SENIOR SERVICES 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

PO BOX 360 

TRENTON, N.J. 08625-0360 

JON S. CORZINE 
Governor 

www.nj.gov/health 
FRED M. JACOBS, M.D., J.D. 

Mr. Gabriel A. Bertola  

February 2, 2006 

Re: Order to Cease and Desist Impersonating a Certified New Jersey 
Emergency Medical Technician-Basic 
Investigation Control# 05-C-089 

Dear Mr. Bertola: 

Commissioner 

The New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services is vested with the 
responsibility of carrying out the provisions of the Health Care Facilities Planning Act, 
N.J.S.A. 26:2H-1, et seq., which was enacted, in part, to ensure that all hospital and 
related health care services rendered in the State of New Jersey are of the highest 
quality. As defined at N.J.S.A. 26:2H-2b, health care services include any pre-hospital 
care rendered by paramedical and ambulance services. In furtherance of the objectives 
set forth in the statute, the Department of Health and Senior Services has adopted 
regulations that govern the training and certification of the Emergency Medical 
Technician-Basics (EMT-Bs) who-staff those paramedical and ambulance services. 
See N.J.A.C. 8:40A-1.1, et seq. 

It has come to the attention of this Department's Office of Emergency Medical 
Services (OEMS) that you have impersonated an Emergency Medical Technician -
Basic (EMT-8) while employed with Friendly Care Medical Transport (FCMT). On 
September 3, 2004, OEMS staff conducted a provider survey at FCMT in Highland 
Park, New Jersey. The staff roster for FCMT identified you as an EMT-B. However, no 
valid New Jersey or National Registry EMT-B certification could be found in your 
employee file. In addition, OEMS has confirmed that you are not certified through the 

National Registry of EMTs(NREMT) or by any state or jurisdiction whose EMT-8 
certifications are recognized or reciprocated in the State of New Jersey. The 
certification on file for you at FCMT, as well as the one that you referred to as an 
NREMT card and provided to OEMS staff, was that of a National Association of 
Emergency Medical Technician (NAEMT) Pre Hospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS) 
course card that you had obtained in Uruguay. You were advised that this was not an 







Sincerely, 

���fa_J 
Karen Halupke, R.N., M.Ed 
Director, Emergency Medical Services 

c: David Gruber, Assistant Commissioner DHSS 
Tomas Zabala, President, On Call Ambulance 
Friendly Care Medical Transport 
Michele Stark, OLRA 
Samuel Stewart, Esq., OEMS 
Charles Mcsweeney, OEMS 
Donald Roberts, OEMS 
Kenneth Beym, OEMS 
National Registry of EMT's 

SENT VIA REGULAR U.S. MAIL 
AND CERTIFIED MAIL# 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
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