�tale of ;Ntfu �trseu

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

PHILIP D. MURPHY

Governor

SHEILA Y. OLIVER

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
PO BOX360
TRENTON, N.J. 08625-0360

www.nj.gov/health

Lt. Governor

JUDITH

M.

PERSICHILLI,

RN, BSN, MA

Commissioner

April 7, 2021
Mr. John Bonvenca

Re:

Notice of Proposed Revocation of EMT Certification
EMS ID# 606180
Investigation Control # 2020-0109V

Dear Mr. Bonvenca:
The New Jersey Department of Health (Department) is vested with the
responsibility of carrying out the provisions of the Health Care Facilities Planning Act,
N.J.S.A. 26:2H-1 to -27, which was enacted, in part, to ensure that all hospital and
related health care services rendered in the State of New Jersey are of the highest
quality. As defined at N.J.S.A. 26:2H-2(b), health care services include any pre-hospital
care rendered by Basic Life Support (BLS) personnel. In addition, N.J.S.A. 26:2K-7 to 69 authorizes the Department to certify Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs). In
furtherance of these statutory objectives, the Department adopted regulations that
govern the training, certification and professional conduct of EMTs. See N.J.A.C.
8:40A.
On September 4, 2020, the Department's Office of Emergency Medical Services
(OEMS) received notification from your employer, Robert Wood Johnson Barnabas
Health (RWJBH), that you allegedly assaulted a patient who was under your care on
July 4, 2020, while you were serving as the EMT Station Supervisor in Jersey City, New
Jersey. Consistent with its regulatory authority and OEMS policy, the OEMS opened an
investigation in response to this notification.
Upon opening the investigation, the OEMS investigator confirmed that you have
been certified as an EMT since June 4, 2013. The OEMS then reviewed and analyzed
the July 4, 2020 incident report provided by RWJBH, the witness interviews conducted
by RWJBH and the witness statements.
According to the RWJBH report, you responded to a call for assistance made by
a BLS unit and an Advanced Life Support (ALS) unit when they encountered a patient
who was combative, uncooperative and thrashing around. The patient was restrained in
the ambulance by other health care providers for transport to the hospital. While the
ambulance was en route to the hospital, witnesses reported that the patient's hands

EMT. If you wish to request a hearing, please include control number 2020-0109V on
your correspondence, and forward your request to:
New Jersey Department of Health
Office of Legal & Regulatory Compliance
P.O. Box 360
Trenton, NJ 08625-0360
Failure to submit a written request for hearing within 30 days from the date
of this notice shall be interpreted as an acceptance of this Department's decision
to revoke your EMT certification, thereby negating any further appeal rights and
converting this action into a final agency decision. If you have any questions
concerning this matter, please contact Eric Hicken, Chief of Licensing, Inspections and
Enforcement, at (609) 633-7777 or via email at Eric.Hicken@doh.nj.gov.
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Eric Hicken, Chief, Licensing, Inspections and Enforcement, OEMS
Candace Gardner, Chief, Clinical Education and Licensure, OEMS
Zak Raab, Investigator, OEMS
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