What Type of Respirator Should I Use?

Your emloyerwill help you choose the typ of respirator you need. AWAYS USE
NIOSH-APPROVED RESPIRATORS. The type of respirator you need depends on:

e The amount of silica dust to which you are exposed, and

e The kind of work you need to do.

e If you must do abrasive blasting, use only a type CE pressure demand abrasive
blasting respirator (see photo 7 on next page).

Respirators used for protection from crystalline silica should not cause undue
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discomfort. If you have problems with your respirators, report
immediately to your supervisor.
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Model MM2K
Photo courtesy of MSA.

Powered air purifying
respirator (PAPR)
equipped with:

+ Full facepiece
- High efficiency
particulate filters

NOTE: Uses battery-
powered motor to
filter the air.

Supplied-air respirator
(SAR) equipped with:

+ Full facepiece

+ Pressure-demand
or other positive
pressure mode.

Type CE abrasive-blasting
respirator (SAR), operated

in a pressure demand or other
positive pressure mode.

NOTE: A tight-fitting mask

is worn under the blasting hood.

This is the only
respirator that
can be used for
abrasive blasting!
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