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D.  Student outcomes 

 1. Graduation rates by race/ethnicity: 
 a. Four-, five- and six-year graduation rates 

Since most college students must work while attending college, graduating in five years rather 
than four has become the national norm.  Employment when attending college makes it difficult 
to carry 15 credits per semester, the number needed to complete a degree in four years.  A 
number of recent University efforts such as an on-line winter session and the implementation of 
a 120 credit degree requirement are helping students keep on track to an earlier degree 
completion date.  But on average William Paterson full-time students are enrolled for 13 credits 
per semester, making five to six years a more realistic time frame for completing a degree.  In 
addition, college students are mobile often starting at one college, moving onto another and 
finally graduating from yet another.  The importance of these factors is recognized by such 
national initiatives as the Voluntary System of Accountability’s (VSA) Student Profile which 
incorporates the realities of today’s college students into its success and progress model. 

Following the VSA model, for the most recent graduating full-time, first-year cohort to complete 
six years, the fall 2003 cohort, 21.0 percent graduated in four-years, 46.0 percent in five-years 
and nearly 52.0 percent in six-years. An additional 10.0 percent graduated from another college 
and an additional 6.0 percent are still pursuing their degrees at William Paterson University and 
9.0 percent are pursuing degrees at other institutions bringing the undergraduate success and 
progress rate for William Paterson to over 75 percent.

Wm. Paterson
Table II.D.1.a

Four-, Five- and Six-Year Graduation Rates of Fall 2003 Full-time First-time Freshmen by Race/Ethnicity

White African 
American Hispanic Asian Non-Resident 

Alien Other * Total

Num Pct Num Pct Num Pct Num Pct Num Pct Num Pct Num Pct

Fall 2003  Cohort 741 172 230 67 10 49 1,269 
Graduates after 4 Years 166 22.0% 35 20.0% 36 16.0% 13 19.0% 3 30.0% 9 18.0% 262 21.0%
Graduates after 5 Years 365 49.0% 80 47.0% 85 37.0% 25 37.0% 7 70.0% 24 49.0% 586 46.0%
Graduates after 6 Years 401 54.0% 90 52.0% 104 45.0% 28 42.0% 7 70.0% 24 49.0% 654 52.0%

* Other includes American Indian and Unknown Race.  

Background characteristics of students also influence retention and graduation rates.  Gender, 
race/ethnicity, and income/social class, are a few of the most influential ones.  At William 
Paterson the four- and six-year graduation rates for minority students who are part of the fall 
2003 cohort are 18.0 percent and 47.0 percent, respectively.  These rates, continue to improve, 
and are a bit lower than the overall graduation rates for all the students who make up the fall 
2003 cohort; 21.0 percent and nearly 52 percent, respectively.  The six-year graduation rate for 
female students, 56.0 percent, is above the overall University rate as is the rate for those who are 
African American females, 58.0 percent, and for White females, 60.0 percent. (These patterns 
are also reflected at the national level in the figures from the Consortium for Student Retention 
Data Exchange, CSRDE which collects data from over 420 colleges and universities across the 
country).
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 2. Third-semester retention rates: 

For the third year in a row, the first-year retention rate for all William Paterson first-time, full-
time, first-year students rose; for those entering in Fall 2008 77.0 percent of the cohort continued 
into the second year. 

Wm. Paterson
Table II.D.2

Third Semester Retention of First-time Undergraduates, Fall 2008 to Fall 2009

Full-Time Part-Time
Fall 2008 Retained Fall 2008 Retained 

First-Time in  Retention First-Time in  Retention 
Undergraduates Fall 2009 Rate Undergraduates Fall 2009 Rate

1,204 931 77.0% 141 102 72.0% 

SOURCE: IPEDS Fall Enrollment Survey, Part E 

 3. Transfer students 

Transfer students are a growing segment of William Paterson’s new student class so some 
additional information about them is included here.  In fall 2009, 1,030 new transfers made up 
38.0 percent of all newly enrolled students.  More than half, 55.0 percent, were female and the 
average age of entering transfers was 23.5.  A quarter transferred in from out-of-state.  Transfer 
students are most interested in pursuing degrees in business administration, psychology, 
sociology, communication, physical education, biology and English.  Those who entered in Fall 
2003 with 60 transfer credits or associate degrees had a graduation rate of 71.0 percent. 

The University continues to ensure a seamless transition for students wishing to transfer to 
WPUNJ through articulation agreements and increased transfer services. This past year a new 
program in conjunction with Mercer County Community College and another articulation 
agreement with Bergen Community College, to facilitate the transfer of honors program students 
at BCC into the University’s Honors College, continued the tradition of smooth transitions to the 
University. 

 4. Student Successes: research, publications, internships, presentations, clubs and 
programs

Also quite illustrative of student outcomes are the many student accomplishments in research, 
publications, and presentations and participation in activities that enable students to explore their 
majors outside of the classroom.  These accomplishments are often the direct result of students 
working with faculty.  A few illustrations are included here. 

An increasing number of students in the College of Science and Health are involved in faculty 
research projects.  Because of the College’s Undergraduate Research Initiative, almost all 
departments involve students in either individual or group research projects in research or 
capstone courses.  In 2000-2001, 185 students (11 percent of College majors) were involved in 
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undergraduate research activities; in 2008-2009 there were 383 (21 percent) and in 2009-10 there 
were 534 (26 percent). 

Internships are required in Public Health and Exercise Physiology.  Other types of practicum are 
required in Communication Disorders, Environmental Science, Nursing, Physical Education and 
Athletic Training.  The Biology program’s goal is to provide each major with the opportunity for 
either an internship or research experience, or both. 

Department-based student clubs exist in nine departments (Biology, Chemistry, Communication 
Disorders, Environmental Science, Public Health, Computer Science, Kinesiology, Mathematics, 
and Nursing).  Student clubs are active in offering educational programs and assisting with 
recruitment into the major.  Five departments have Honor Societies. 

Many students attend professional conferences with faculty. Several Biology faculty attended 
conferences with their research students, and in three cases, the students gave the presentation. 
Several Chemistry students were able to attend the ACS national meeting in California and gave 
poster presentations.  One student co-published with Dr. Chauhan.  Dr. L. Kaufman and two 
students in Computer Science presented at the SIAM conference.  In Environmental Science, 
Professor J. Callanan worked with four students on research, all of whom attended a regional 
conference in Maryland with her and two of the students made presentations.  Dr. M. Becker in 
Environmental Science traveled with several students to collect fossils in Arkansas and published 
an article with two of the students.  Dr. A. Rady in Kinesiology took 40 students to the 
NJAHPERD conference and 10 of these students participated in Dr. Rady’s session entitled, 
“Innovative Secondary School Activities for Today’s Diversified Populations”, while another 10 
students presented their research projects.  Four new graduates from Communication Disorders 
presented their thesis data at the ASHA convention and one presented at the American Academy 
of Audiology.  Dr. D. Nacin and Dr. P. VonDohlen in Mathematics worked with six math majors 
who participated in the 7th Annual Garden State Undergraduate Mathematics Competition.  Dr. 
M. Zeleke accompanied two math education students (MAST grant participants) to the Moravian 
College Mathematics conference to present their research. In Public Health, five student poster 
presentations were given at a state-wide public health conference. 

The Fourth Annual Undergraduate Research Symposium was organized by the College of 
Science and Health and hosted by WP this past April.  There were 55 research posters from 15 
institutions, including WPUNJ students from the five colleges. 

Students in other Colleges at the University also experienced similar enriching learning 
experiences.  College of Humanities and Social Sciences students had a busy past year.  Asian 
Studies graduating senior Linda Hahn received an award to the US State Department’s Critical 
Language Scholarship Program in Hindi and has been accepted into the doctoral program in 
Asian Studies at the University of Washington. 

The English department hosted its annual English Department Honors and Awards Salute to 
Seniors Ceremony at which 72 students were inducted into Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honors 
Society.  The students produced two journals: Zeitgeist (Timothy Liu, faculty advisor) and The
Mix, a professional quality magazine produced under the direction of Theresa DiGeronimo 
(adjunct faculty member) and Professor Martha Witt.
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French and Francophone Studies students published La Revue Francophone under the direction 
of Dean Kara Rabbitt and Professor Madhuri Mukherjee and Spanish majors participated in the 
department’s Faculty and Student Lecture Series.  The well established Writing-Across-the-
Curriculum initiative culminated in a magazine of student writing distributed across the campus. 

Two political science majors were honored in the 2010 Gandhian Forum Student Writing 
Contest, which recognizes outstanding student writing related to the themes of peace or justice.  
The paper “Environmental Justice: The Case of North Carolina, Warren County Protests” 
received “The Best Essay” distinction and “Honorable Mention” in the contest went to the paper 
“Place Entrepreneurs, Private Capital and the Growth Machine Model of Urban Development or 
Bust – A False Choice.” 

The political science department continued to honor its high-achieving students in two annual 
honors reception, at the undergraduate and graduate levels.  Recognition is given to Outstanding 
Undergraduate Student, Excellence in Academic Achievement and Service Award, Pi Sigma 
Alpha Inductees and members, Model UN participants, Pre-law participants, Dean’s List 
awardees.  At the graduate program level all graduates were asked to present their thesis or field 
analysis paper; the department recognized the Outstanding Graduate Student and inducted new 
Pi Sigma Alpha honor society members. 

This past March 9 sociology undergraduates and 3 graduate students presented their research at 
the Eastern Sociological Society’s annual conference in under the direction of Professors Sheetal 
Ranjan, Keumjae Park, Gennifer Furst, and Paula Fernandez.  On University Research Day, 11 
undergraduate and graduate students also posted their individual research.  The Department also 
held its annual AKD National Sociology Honor Society dinner attended by about 100 honor 
students, family members, and faculty.  With support from faculty members Charley Flint, 
Keumjae Park, and Sheetal Ranjan, the Sociology student club was recognized by the Student 
Government as the best student club on campus in 2010. 

Women’s and Gender Studies students had a variety of experiences this past year.  One presented 
her paper at the New Jersey Women’s and Gender Studies Consortium at The College of New 
Jersey as well as receiving the Norma Van Dyke Award for Excellence in Women’s Studies this 
past May.  Two other students had the opportunity to participate in the Rutgers New Leadership 
Program for Women. 

The director of the growing Honors College, Dr. Susan Dinan, continues to expand course 
offerings and activities for students in the program.  Honors students tackled an ambitious array 
of research projects this past year.  In recognition of these efforts, students had a special day 
where they presented their research projects to the larger University community.   

Cotsakos College of Business students were able to participate in some unique opportunities. 
WPU students competed in the New York Society of Security Analysts’ (NYSSA) Investment 
Trading Challenge.  Benefits to students included free educational seminars in finance and public 
speaking, guidance from Wall Street executives assigned to WPU, and shadowing and internship 
opportunities with NYSSA partnering institutions. 

The Global Financial Services Institute conducted the Student Managed Portfolio (SMP), an 
action learning program.  The fund provides an experiential learning opportunity for WPU 
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students by allowing students to implement financial theory obtained in the classroom to the 
management of an actual portfolio.  

Other students in the Financial Planning concentration formed the first official student chapter of 
the Financial Planning Association.  Professor Lukas Dean, who oversees the program, is making 
efforts to create networking opportunities for the students to pursue internships and employment 
after graduation.

All Professional Sales majors, minors and any students taking sales courses are required to 
participate in the Russ Berry Institute’s (RBI) National Sales Challenge which attracts the 
nation’s top college sales talent to the RBI/WPU campus. The Challenge features 3 events (the 
Triathlon) including an in-basket exercise, sales role play and the speed selling event. Students 
from 20 universities across the U.S. competed in the competition. Donors support was used to 
pay travel, housing and meals in order to draw the best talent from across the nation to RBI. 
Outcomes included numerous interview offerings to students.

College of Arts and Communication students have numerous opportunities for hands on 
experiences and working with faculty.  Printmaking faculty and 35 art students displayed their 
works at the Riverdale Art Center.  The exhibit, “Printmaking for William Paterson University,” 
showcased a broad range of printmaking media. Works were created using both oil- and water-
based inks and were made using various techniques including etching, lithography, linocuts, 
silkscreen and blue film etching.  In addition, students have ample opportunity to display their 
work in formal and informal settings on campus. 

Students interested in the television industry had a banner year.  With the addition of Colleen 
Lubisco as television coordinator, the number of student shows jumped ten-fold.  Student 
members of the WP-TV Club produced 12 different shows, ranging from sport and news to 
political and entertainment programming airing every night on Channels 6 and 76 in Wayne and 
North Haledon.  A total of 67 episodes of original student programming aired during the fall 
semester.  The television broadcast has a potential of 72,000 viewers on and off campus. 

This past November was the first time the live truck covered Hoops Mania at the Recreation 
Center.  The event, broadcast live on campus, was sponsored by the Athletics Department, and 
consisted also of a pre-game show, the actual game, and a post game show. 

Under the guidance of general manager, Rob Quicke, students also re-energized the radio station 
with new programming and a high level of creative spirit.  WP 88.7 FM has a unique mix of 
indie rock, alternative, classic rock and more heard Monday-Friday, 9am to 6pm, and the 
WPSC's Fresh Meat Show was on weekdays at noon featuring only new music. 

Theatre productions provide numerous opportunities to audition and act for communication 
majors as well as other aspiring actors across the campus.  This past year, four plays were 
mounted. The Comedy Festival, now in its fourth season, under the direction of Dr. Liz Stroppel 
and Professor Steve Rosenfield, drew student competitors from New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut.  Students from 6 colleges across the region participated. This is the first year the 
Festival expanded beyond New Jersey to include regional colleges.  An office has been set up in 
Hobart Hall to accommodate the growing number of students interested in creating a student 
comedy club. 
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Journalism students had first-hand reporting experience by working on The Pioneer Times,
published weekly during the semester and also available online.  Under the guidance of Professor 
John Rhodes, students also participated in the News at Noon Show; produced bi-weekly by 
students in WPUNJ’s Studio B and broadcast via campus cable. 

The Student Public Relations Association, (SPRA) is now in its third year.  Under the guidance 
of Professor Lorra Brown, the students developed promotional materials and launched several 
fundraisers as well as produced newsletters for clients.

Students majoring in Sound Engineering Arts, Music Management and Music Education 
completed internships as part of their degree studies.  Students were assigned a professional 
corporation or studio, attending the site on a regular basis, and completed many of the tasks, 
which will be important to their careers as musicians. 

College of Education faculty provided students with numerous faculty/student activities designed 
to include students in a quality professional experience.  Faculty have both accompanied students 
to and presented with them at professional association conferences such as the National Science 
Teachers Association’s (NSTA) Annual Conference.  Professors D’Haem and Griswold have 
opened opportunities for students to study abroad.  Professors also serve as advisors to student 
chapters of professional associations (e.g., Professor Vitalone-Raccaro advises the Student 
Council for Exceptional Children). 

Other College of Education faculty-student collaborations have resulted in publications in the 
following areas: early childhood, technology and early childhood, literacy research and 
instruction, and bi-lingual education; student presentations (Bi-Lingual and ESL candidates) at 
the annual New Jersey Educational Research Association; student submission of a proposal to 
the National Association for Multicultural Education based on her thesis research; student 
presentations at national and international conferences.  In addition, three PT4T scholars 
attended the NSTA Conference. 


