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I.  Major Capital Projects 
 

Recently Completed Projects 
 
University Hall, a major new academic building ($80 million), was officially opened in March 2006. 
Opened for classes in spring 2006, this 270,000 square foot facility houses the College of Education 
and Human Services; office and instructional space, including a dean’s suite; 125 faculty offices; 
eight specialized learning labs; six department offices; 28 adjunct faculty work stations; the ADP 
Center for Teacher Preparation and Learning Technology; the Center of Pedagogy; a Literacy 
Enrichment Center; and the Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for Children. Classroom 
space includes eight 100-seat lecture halls and 29 classrooms with 30 to 40 seats. A Conference 
Center on the 7th floor of the building, providing panoramic views of the Manhattan skyline, 
accommodates groups of up to 500 persons. Also, all network operations and the University’s data 
center as well as training classrooms, offices and workstations for the Office of Information 
Technology are housed in the facility. 
 

 
 

In April 2006, Montclair State University hosted the grand opening celebration for The George 
Segal Gallery. Located adjacent to the Alexander Kasser Theater Complex, the 7,200-square-foot 
Gallery is the only gallery space named for Segal in the world. George Segal's sculpture, Street 
Crossing, was installed on The Alexander Kasser Theater plaza in anticipation of the opening. 
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Construction of a new 77,000 square foot student recreation center ($23 million) was completed in 
March 2008. The Recreation Center features a six-lane swimming pool, locker rooms, two-court 
gymnasium with elevated running track, two racquetball courts, strength and cardio training areas, 
offices and a snack bar. The new facility is located at the Northern end of the campus between 
Blanton Hall and the Yogi Berra Museum. Modern state of the art exercise equipment has been 
installed in the exercise areas which are located on the first and second floor. The second floor 
treadmills provide the user with a breathtaking view of the New York City skyline 
 

 
 
The John J. Cali School of Music is an adaptive re-use project that transforms a former dormitory 
and classroom building into a state-of-the-art teaching, practice and performance facility. Opened 
for classes in fall 2009, the School of Music creates a new “gateway” building for the campus. 
 
Built in 1928 in the Spanish Mission Style, the building originally known as Chapin Hall served as a 
dormitory until a later renovation transformed it into a classroom and departmental office facility. In 
2005, the University commissioned Hillier Architecture to renovate and expand the original 
structure to establish a new home for the John J. Cali School of Music. 
 
The facility includes a 250-seat recital hall; teaching studios; music practice and rehearsal rooms; and 
faculty offices. Another goal of the project is to achieve a rating under the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) Sustainable Design Rating 
System. 
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Reopened in fall 2009 following extensive renovation, Panzer Gymnasium (approximately 70,000 
gross square feet) received upgrades to the competition gym, a new building entrance (façade) on 
College Avenue, interior upgrades, a new electrical system, and extensive upgrades to the present 
HVAC system. 
 

 

 
CarParc Diem 
 
A 5-1/2 story parking structure opened in fall 2010. Located adjacent to Floyd Arena, the structure 
utilizes existing site conditions to provide approximately 1,100 parking spaces with a net gain of 
approximately 850 parking spaces. Design queues are consistent with the University’s Spanish 
Mission Style. Advanced design elements allow for future sustainable actions to occur paralleling the 
activities with University Hall and the United States Green Building Council. 
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Frank Sinatra Hall 
 

Opened for occupancy in fall 2010, Frank Sinatra Hall is a 309 bed, 88,655 sq. ft., residence hall 
designed to meet the needs of the modern higher education student. The upper floors of the six 
story building each house between 45-50 sophomores in six to eight bed suites, and provide a 
lounge that promotes social activity among residents. The first floor includes an entry foyer, 
community resident director suite, three additional bedroom suites, building storage and mechanical, 
and a multipurpose room to hold both social and academic events. Interior space planning is 
designed to meet the needs of students who might be physically challenged. The design calls for 
minimum energy consumption and maximum maintenance efficiency, while blending with the 
Spanish Mission architectural style inherent to the campus.  

 
 
The Heights 
 

Pursuant to the New Jersey Economic Stimulus Act, the new student housing and dining project 
provides living space for 2,000 additional resident students and approximately 25,000 gross square 
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feet of dining space on the northern portion of campus in what were formerly parking lots 22 and 
23. The developer of this project was Capstone Development of Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

 
 
College Avenue Promenade Project 
 
The College Avenue Promenade Project was completed in 2011. The scope of work included new 
landscaping, lighting, road curbing, sidewalks and site utilities in the area between Normal Avenue 
and the Red Hawk Deck. Also included within the parameters of the project was the reconstruction 
of the historic quad area between Chapin, Freeman and Russ Halls. 
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Conrad J. Schmitt Hall Renovation 

 
The renovation of Conrad J. Schmitt Hall (formerly Finley Hall) was completed in spring 2012. The 
newly renovated building houses the departments of Linguistics, Modern Languages, and Spanish 
and Italian. It also houses state-of-the-art multimedia laboratories, including a multi-platform 
“newsroom of the future,” and is the new home of the University’s radio station, WMSC-FM. 
 
Working journalists will be housed alongside student learning areas in Schmitt Hall, providing 
additional opportunities for teaching, mentoring, and collaboration. The University’s recently 
announced partnership with New York Public Radio (NYPR) to make Montclair State the 
headquarters for NYPR’s New Jersey Public Radio News is just such a collaboration, and it follows 
the recent partnership between Montclair State University and New Jersey’s public television 
network, NJTV. NJTV began broadcasting its nightly news program, NJ Today, from the 
University’s DuMont Television Center in December 2011, and the University now serves as 
headquarters for the network’s news division. 
 
Schmitt Hall is also home to the Red Hawk Mathematics Learning Center (RHMLC) and the 
Schmitt Language Center (SLC). The RHMLC provides an innovative and exciting computer-aided, 
“emporium-style” approach to mathematics education that combines classroom instruction with 
user-friendly mathematics technology. The SLC offers a Free-Access Language Lab with large 
screen computers for collaborative pair work, separate video recording and viewing rooms, and 
distinct Digital Language Lab and Macintosh Lab classroom areas. 
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Current Projects 
 
Wireless Local Area Network 
 
The University continues to improve upon the technology infrastructure and resources available to 
the University community to ensure they are able to effectively carry out the University’s teaching, 
learning and research mission. 
 
The University is upgrading its wireless network infrastructure to the high speed, backbone class 
802.11n protocol and expanding the coverage to ensure pervasive access to the University’s 
information resources throughout the campus. This $5 million project will ensure that members of 
the University community have wireless service in every residence hall, academic space, and 
administrative building. Coverage will extend to all outdoor areas, including parking lots and garages. 
 
Combined Heating, Cooling, and Power Project 
 
Montclair State University and UMM Energy Partners, LLC have formed a major public-private 
partnership to develop a new combined heating, cooling, and power (CHCP) system for the campus. 
 
The new state-of-the-art facility and its related improvements will replace the campus’ existing 
energy plant which began generating steam in the 1940s and providing electricity as a co-generation 
plant in 1993. The project’s development will result in more cost-effective, efficient, and reliable 
delivery of heating, cooling, and electrical services to campus buildings.  
 
The plant will provide natural gas-fired electric generation, chilled water for cooling, and steam for 
heat. The steam, condensate, and chilled water will flow to and from campus buildings through the 
new energy distribution system. Additionally, the majority of the campus’ electricity requirements 
will be satisfied by the onsite plant, which is designed to operate continuously, producing electric 
power of approximately 5.4 megawatts. The plant will be located on Yogi Berra Drive, adjacent to 
the campus’ Car Parc Diem parking garage.  
 
 
 


