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Secretary of Higher Education Bridges Appoints Henry
Amoroso as State Monitor at New Jersey City University to
Benefit Students and Safeguard the Public Interest

TRENTON — New Jersey Secretary of Higher Education Brian K. Bridges, Ph.D., with the
support of Governor Phil Murphy, today announced the appointment of Henry J. Amoroso as
the State Monitor at New Jersey City University (NJCU). The appointment follows public reports
of an ongoing financial crisis at NJCU, which led to a subsequent investigation by the Office of
the State Comptroller that revealed significant underlying issues with the university’s operations
and financial management. Upon appointment, Amoroso will focus on steering the institution
toward restored financial stability.

“New Jersey is proud of the many options our state offers individuals seeking an affordable,
high-quality postsecondary education and must work to ensure these institutions can continue
to provide the first-rate education students deserve,” said Governor Murphy. “The
appointment of Henry Amoroso, a highly respected turnaround specialist, will help us safeguard
our promise to New Jersey students and protect the public interest by promoting financial
stability and accountability at New Jersey City University. Our students, their families, and the
people of New Jersey deserve nothing less.”

“‘We have a responsibility to protect the significant higher education investments made by
students, their families, and the State,” said Secretary Bridges. “With the appointment of Mr.
Amoroso, NJCU unquestionably gains a seasoned expert whose acumen and values will help
realize positive transformation and future solvency for the university. Equally, by taking this first
step under the new statutory authority vested in my office, we become better fiscal stewards of
the investment made in our institutions by thousands of students seeking access to an
affordable, high-quality postsecondary education.”


https://nj.gov/comptroller/news/2023/20230518.shtml

This appointment marks the first time the Secretary of Higher Education has appointed a State
monitor in accordance with P.L. 2023, c. 115, enacted in July. The law grants the Secretary
authority to appoint a State monitor under certain circumstances as well as conduct
comprehensive audits of a public institution’s finance and governance operations in an effort to
ensure greater fiscal accountability and transparency at the State’s public institutions of higher
education.

“l am deeply grateful to be entrusted with this role and to leverage my diverse organizational
expertise to secure a stronger financial and operational footing for NJCU,” said Henry
Amoroso, incoming State Monitor at New Jersey City University. “By repairing the financial
harm caused by bad actors, we stand to restore confidence in the education offered and, more
importantly, ensure the institution can fulfill its mission to provide high-quality education to its
current students and remain a credit to the wider community.”

Henry J. Amoroso is currently a tenured associate professor of legal studies at Seton Hall
University’s Stillman School of Business, a practicing attorney, and a strategic advisor to
several government entities, businesses, and nonprofits within and outside of New Jersey. With
service on almost two dozen boards and advisory committees and as a top business executive,
Amoroso has decades of experience in diverse large-scale strategic planning and facilitating
successful million- and billion-dollar transition and turnaround efforts. He is also the coauthor
of two books, the most recent being Law, Business and Regulation: A Managerial Perspective,
and has published several articles on the topics of higher education leadership, corporate law,
and nonprofit and business management.

For the course of the appointment as a State Monitor, Amoroso will oversee all fiscal operations,
budgeting, and staffing at NJCU. Within six months of the appointment, statute requires
Amoroso to develop a fiscal accountability plan that will detail benchmarks the university must
meet, as well as remedial actions it must take, for capacity and fiscal controls to be restored. A
transition plan will also be developed by the Secretary which, if successfully executed at the
institutional level, would conclude the monitor’s appointment.

“Our community is grateful for the continued support and commitment we are receiving from
the State to bring the university back to full strength,” said Andrés Acebo, interim president
of NJCU. “As a public anchor university that the community has depended on for nearly a
century, we look forward to working with Mr. Amoroso to continue to advance the collaborative
efforts that have moved us from crisis to recovery. Strengthening and faithfully stewarding our
unigue mission and elevating our extraordinary community to greater heights propels us all
forward.”

“I'm pleased to see someone of Mr. Amoroso’s caliber appointed as State Monitor,” said
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin. “NJCU is an important institution for New Jersey families,
including thousands of first-generation college students. NJCU must be stabilized and set on a
sustainable course. Mr. Amoroso’s expertise will be vital in this effort.”


https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2022/A5000/4970_R2.PDF

“The swift action of the Murphy administration to implement the recently enacted fiscal
monitoring law | sponsored, which allows for a transparent and collaborative examination of
New Jersey City University’s financial situation, is laudable,” said Assemblywoman Mila
Jasey, primary sponsor of A4970/S3406 and Chair of the Assembly Higher Education
Committee. “Secretary Bridges has made an outstanding choice in Mr. Amoroso and his
credentials and experience will be invaluable in setting NJCU on a path to financial health and
sustainability. Furthermore, | am pleased by NJCU’s collaborative engagement in this
endeavor, which demonstrates to its existing and prospective students that their needs and
aspirations are high priority. Ultimately, today’s action is a reflection of our unwavering
commitment to NJCU, its students, and the success of all New Jersey’s public colleges and
universities.”

“This appointment is a crucial step for NJCU to reach financial stability and to continue to offer
their students the best quality education,” said Senator Joseph Cryan, primary sponsor of
A4970/S3406. “| believe without a doubt that Henry Amoroso is the person to get this job done.
He brings the due diligence and expertise to the table that is needed in a situation like this.”

"New Jersey prides itself on delivering top-tier education nationwide, a commitment that
seamlessly carries over to the realm of higher education,” said Assemblywoman Linda
Carter, primary sponsor of A4970/S3406. “Through this appointment, we are establishing a
benchmark of excellence for higher education in our state."

“The financial instability at NJCU has had a tremendous impact on the bright and motivated
students at the school,” said Assemblyman John McKeon, primary sponsor of
A4970/S3406. “Appointing Henry Amoroso as a State Monitor guarantees that the matters will
be handled swiftly and the changes will be lasting. Our schools and our students deserve the
best that we can offer, and we will continue to work towards fulfilling that promise at NJCU.”

“Henry Amoroso is extremely qualified and well positioned to serve as a positive influence for
the NJCU community,” said Senator Brian P. Stack, representing LD-33. “His expertise in
the field comes at the right time, and | am confident that these efforts are the first step toward
securing and strengthening the quality education that NJCU has reliably provided in the past.”

“NJCU has been an invaluable educational resource and catalyst for economic mobility for NJ
students for nearly a century,” said Assemblyman Raj Mukherji, representing LD-33. “As an
institution that educates a student body comprised of mostly low-income students of color,
NJCU serves a critical need in our community, and it is imperative that we do all that we can to
ensure the ongoing resiliency and success of the University. To that end, Mr. Amoroso is
eminently qualified to perform this role.”

“We have to make sure we are meeting and surpassing the expectations we have set for higher
education in New Jersey, especially when it comes to the education of our students of color —
specifically the hundreds of Latinos at this institution,” said Assemblywoman Annette
Chaparro, representing LD-33. I trust that appointing Henry Amoroso as a State Monitor will



help support the current work being done by Interim President Andrés Acebo at the University,
and continue to steer us on the right path going forward.”

“College students in New Jersey deserve to seek higher education without facing immense
burdens,” said Assemblywoman Angela McKnight, representing LD-31. “As one of the
leading states in the country for education, we know we must continue to do everything in our
power to maintain the quality of all educational institutions. New Jersey City University is in
good hands with Henry Amoroso.”

“l am pleased that Secretary Bridges has appointed Henry Amoroso as a State Monitor
forNJCU,” said Assemblyman William Sampson, representing LD-31. “The University’s
operational and financial hardships have unjustly impacted our students. | look forward to
watching Mr. Amoroso transform NJCU in a way that reflects New Jersey’s priorities and our
values.”

A photo and bio for Henry J. Amoroso are attached and can also be retrieved with the online
version of this release at nj.gov/highereducation.

@000



https://nj.gov/highereducation/news-archive.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/njhighered
https://twitter.com/NJHigherEd
http://www.facebook.com/njhighered
https://www.instagram.com/njhighered/
https://www.youtube.com/@njhighered

Henry J. Amoroso

Henry is an experienced educator and dedicated servant leader who has devoted much of his
storied career to helping schools, foundations, hospitals, and other nonprofits establish and
implement ethical and effective strategies to achieve their goals and attain their missions.

For the past decade, he has served as an active, engaged member of the Board of Victoria
Foundation, one of the oldest private foundations in the U.S., formed by Hendon Chubb in 1924 to
improve the lives of at risk-children in Newark, NJ. Henry is the very embodiment of the
Foundation’s mission to partner with Black and Brown residents, other marginalized communities
in Newark, and nonprofit organizations to champion bold strategies that strengthen community
power, foster economic justice, promote youth self-determination, and respond effectively to their
pressing needs. A long-time community servant and dedicated organizational strategist, he has
helped guide the Victoria Foundation through a period of Board diversification, resetting the
balance of its leadership to ensure that members have roots, relationships, and lived experiences in
Newark. Currently half of its current Board are people of color.

Henry’s interest in and expertise in guiding educational institutions serving students from
preschool through high school graduation are lifelong. As a member of the Board of Catholic
Charities in the Archdiocese of Newark from 2002 through 2021, he was intimately engaged
shaping the services provided by its 58 elementary schools and 23 secondary schools, which enroll
more than 22,000 students across Bergen, Hudson, Essex, and Union Counties. Since 2011, one-
third of the Archdiocese’s schools have been recognized as “Exemplary High-Performing Schools”
and earned blue ribbons from the U.S. Department of Education.

In his leadership role with Catholic Charities, Henry also oversaw an array of services supporting
children with behavioral disorders, including students requiring residential care for whom Catholic
Charities developed an innovative residential treatment program in Jersey City in 2012. Also,
during his tenure, the organization created an innovative continuum of services for students “aging
out” of care that includes mentoring and other transitional supports to promote their
independence. His passion for improving the life trajectories of at-risk, economically disadvantaged
youngsters is likewise reflected in his work on behalf of the Bergen County Special Services District,
which he played a major role in structuring as a joint venture to address the unique social,
emotional, physical, intellectual and career needs of pre-K through 12 students by creating positive,
stimulating, and encouraging learning environments in schools, homes, and communities. Henry
served as lead attorney for this unique Special Services District for 14 years.

A tenured Associate Professor of Legal Studies in the Stillman School of Business at Seton Hall
University, Henry received his J.D. from Delaware Law School of Widener University in 1985 and
his B.S. in Accounting from Villanova University in 1981. He is the Director of the Stillman School’s
Micah Center for Business Studies and Chair of its Department of Economics and Legal Studies,
where he teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in the legal environment of business, ethics,
and public policy. He is renowned for integrating unique ethics-oriented case studies in his popular
Social Responsibility course. He also provides leadership and guidance to the transition teams of
newly elected public officials at the local, state and national levels. Henry is renowned for preparing
the next generation of educators, nonprofit boards, and community leaders for positions of
responsibility and leadership in the nation’s public and private schools, foundations, charitable
institutions, and public service organizations.






