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OVERVIEW
In March of 2019, New Jersey unveiled a state plan for higher education with a bold vision that “every New 
Jerseyan, regardless of life circumstances, should have the opportunity to obtain a high-quality credential that 
prepares them for life after college.” The implementation of this plan and common goal required the input and 
expertise of various stakeholders, including the On-ramps to College Working Group (hereafter referred to as 
“Working Group”).  

Over the past six months, this Working Group focused on one component of the state plan in order to make the 
vision a reality, which was to create on-ramps to college so that all New Jersey students regardless of age are 
exposed to postsecondary opportunities. Specifically, the group was charged with increasing postsecondary 
access for all students in the state by developing innovative solutions to addressing equity gaps in college 
attendance by race and socioeconomic status. The specific charges included:

1. Creating a coordinated approach to offering fee-free dual enrollment and…

2. Piloting other models for demonstrating college-level mastery, such as the Modern States
Educational Alliance, which prepares students for College Level Examination Program exams.

3. Exploring, and then working to address, the factors affecting New Jersey student decisions to
attend higher education institutions outside of the state.

While the time frame was daunting for addressing large-scale and longstanding issues, the Working Group is 
proud to share initial action steps and engage in continued conversations that will continue to move New Jersey 
towards the goal. 

OFFERING FEE-FREE DUAL ENROLLMENT

Dual enrollment provides a way for students to earn college credits while still in high school. While dual 
enrollment programs exist across the state, not all students have access. Despite discounted costs, some 
students are still not able to afford to participate, so the Working Group focused on funding particularly for low-
income students. The deliverable gives policy guidance for creating a coordinated approach to dual enrollment 
focused on equity in access and participation. This deliverable should help inform the newly created Dual 
Enrollment Study Commission.

PILOTING COMPETENCY MODELS

Another innovative way for students to demonstrate college-level mastery earning them college credit in 
advance is through competency-based models. These models may be less familiar than dual enrollment, so the 
deliverable focuses on creating an inventory of competency-based programs that administrators could consider 
in order to help provide accessibility and affordability to higher education. The inventory also includes 
information about where these programs exist and where credit is accepted across the state.

EXPLORING OUTMIGRATION

New Jersey has a long-standing history of being a top exporter of students, but data surrounding this topic can 
be flawed or non-existent. The deliverable included here takes a snapshot of outmigration by looking at specific 

https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/stateplan.shtml


New Jersey districts to begin to understand college choice, and provides a proposal for further research on the 
topic. In addition, proposals for current and suggested programs to help address outmigration and promote higher 
education in New Jersey are presented.

CONSIDERATIONS

The Working Group brought together stakeholders of all backgrounds to utilize their expertise to investigate 
the challenges surrounding college access from a variety of perspectives. As a result of these conversations, the 
Working Group acknowledges limitations in the work:

• The Working Group was looking at only one piece of the puzzle and many discussions 

led to related issues. For example, a student’s reasons for leaving the state 

(outmigration) could tie to tuition costs in-state. Nevertheless, the deliverables are 

focused directly on the charges given to the working group.

• Some of the discussions regarding possible solutions could lead to unintended 

consequences that should be discussed before implementation. For example, if we are 

able to provide NJ students with more college credits prior to enrollment, will this lead 

to unintended outmigration of students? These considerations are addressed in our end 

products. 

• There are already good programs and work happening both in the state and the nation 

that can be shared, especially given the limited resources of time and money. The 

deliverables include some exemplars of programs, but this is not a comprehensive and 

exhaustive list, but provides an avenue to continue to share best practices.

• The deliverables should be viewed as living documents that serve as a foundation to 

continued conversations around addressing the equity gaps in access to college. 

With these acknowledgments, the Working Group is proud to present three deliverables for further discussion, 
development, and implementation across the state in order to further the work of the State Plan and to help New 
Jersey reach the goal of 65% of working age residents with a high quality credential by 2025 (65 by 2025). New 
Jersey stakeholders are committed to the success of students across the Garden State. 



Disclaimer: 

The views expressed in this document belong to the Working Group and do not necessarily reflect the official 
policy of the State of New Jersey. The content provided is intended to serve as a resource to help develop 

strategies to increase support for students at New Jersey’s colleges and is provided in good faith. Due to time 
constraints, the Working Group notes the information may not be comprehensive and readers should take into 

account context for how the deliverable is used as well as further research that may be available after publication.
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Introduction 
 

A critical component of the New Jersey State Higher Education Plan1 is providing early 
exposure to college and career pathways to students, which includes the opportunity to 
take college-level coursework. As part of this state plan, this working group was charged 
with developing innovative solutions to addressing equity gaps in college attendance. 
Within the framework of investigating opportunities to earn college credit outside of the 
classroom and finding innovative solutions for addressing equity gaps, the group 
examined alternative models for demonstrating college-level mastery.  

Using a student-centered and equity-focused approach, the working group compiled an 
inventory of models, including exam-based pathways to college credit (such as College 
Level Examination Program (CLEP), Advanced Placement (AP), and International 
Baccalaureate (IB) exams). The group further explored what score equivalences are 
accepted at New Jersey institutions (see Appendix A). The group also explored programs 
that promote the participation and use of competency-based models, such as the Modern 
States Educational Alliance and the potential use of the New Jersey Department of 
Education “Option 2.”  
 
The Working Group further explored innovative models at institutions of higher 

education to glean lessons learned. These institutions include Southern New Hampshire 

University: College for America, University of Massachusetts Amherst: University 

Without Walls, and Western Governor’s University. This inventory provides further 

details on each of these programs, including types of courses, students served, costs, and 

program information, allowing administrators, practitioners and community leaders to 

better understand these unique approaches to delivering academic programs and 

measuring students’ mastery of material. The emphasis on affordability and accessibility 

supports the goals of the higher education plan to improve college attainment by 

introducing college to students earlier and to provide opportunities to earn credit for 

students returning to school. The reader is encouraged to learn more about additional 

options, such as dual enrollment further explored by the On-ramps to College Working 

Group 

(https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/workinggroups/onramps_to_college/deliverabl

e1) and prior learning models further explored by the Student Success Working Group 

(https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/workinggroups/student_success/deliverable3).  

 
In investigating programs, the group used the definition of a competency-based program 
from the 2018 National Survey of Postsecondary Competency-Based Education, which 
defines a competency-based program as meeting one of the following criteria: 

1. Learning is measured in competencies, and this can be evaluated based on seat 
time OR without seat time. 

https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/stateplan.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/workinggroups/onramps_to_college/deliverable1
https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/workinggroups/onramps_to_college/deliverable1
https://www.state.nj.us/highereducation/workinggroups/student_success/deliverable3
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2. Students complete the course and move through the program based on acquiring 
required competencies. 

3. Students pace themselves through courses and programs.2 

Exam Pathways to College-Level Credits 
 

The following programs were identified as leading to college credits by demonstrating 
competency in an area through an assessment measure:  

1. Advanced Placement (AP), administered by the College Board 
2. College-Level Examination Program (CLEP), administered by the College Board 
3. International Baccalaureate (IB), administered by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization 

A description of each of these programs is provided below. In addition, Appendix A 
includes a preliminary inventory of IB, AP, and CLEP score equivalency policies at New 
Jersey’s senior publics, community colleges, and independent four year colleges. Scores 
transfer differently across institutions and information on course equivalencies is not 
always easy to locate on websites.  

Advanced Placement (AP)  

 Program: The AP program offers 38 courses which provides college content 
typically serving traditional aged high school students who are often high 
achievers. A student will take an AP exam, typically after completing an AP course 
and pending score, could receive college credit.  

For additional information and resources about AP, visit: 
https://ap.collegeboard.org/.  

Funding: To establish the program, schools must complete an AP Course Audit, 
which includes providing a course syllabus and audit form. In addition, an exam fee 
is charged.3 Costs for schools to administer the program can vary and could 
include: professional development for teacher/faculty; location; and textbooks.4  

 Additional Considerations: While the program provides college credit, students are 
not eligible for federal or state financial aid and the course could come with costs 
(test fee, etc) that could be a barrier for students to participate. In addition, access 
to AP courses may vary depending on school. Postsecondary institutions may or 
may not accept AP scores and often require a certain score to obtain credit (see 
Appendix A). While the AP exam is typically tied to a course, students could only 
complete the AP exam- see ‘Modern States Educational Alliance’ described later in 
this document.  

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)  

Program: CLEP exams “help students earn college credit for what they already 
know, for a fraction of the cost of a college course” (CollegeBoard, 2019). Thirty 

https://ap.collegeboard.org/
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four CLEP exams are available on a range of subjects corresponding to a college-
level course. While anyone could take a CLEP test, the ability to test for what you 
know could be a benefit to adult students and those with military backgrounds.  

For additional information about CLEP, including benefits, descriptions of the tests, 
and a validity study research brief, visit: https://clep.collegeboard.org/about-
clep/key-exam-information.  

Funding: Cost of CLEP exams for students is $89 for each test, with potential 
discount for military service members.5  

Additional Considerations: Students should check with their postsecondary 
institutions to determine if- and at what cut-off score- their school accepts CLEP. 
Additionally, organizations like the Modern States Educational Alliance (described 
in more detail below) could help with the costs of exams.  

International Baccalaureate (IB)  

Program: IB is a college preparatory program aimed at traditional aged students. 
The curriculum focuses on inquiry and critical thinking that results in an 
examination at the end of the course to measure their learning.  

For more specific information about IB, including benefits, research on the impact 
of IB, and curriculum components, visit: https://www.ibo.org/.  

Funding: Schools must be authorized to become an IB school and in addition pay 
annual fees.6  

Additional Considerations: Schools have to be authorized to teach IB programs. 
Access to IB courses appears to be limited within New Jersey (see Appendix B for a 
list of NJ schools that had students participate in a course and/or exam; see also 
state search feature on IBO website). Based on Appendix A, not all IB scores are 
accepted uniformly across institutions of higher education.  

Innovative Degree Programs 
 
The following schools and/or program at institutions of higher education were selected 
for further exploration because of the innovative approach taken in delivering 
competency-based education.  

1. Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU): College for America 
2. University of Massachusetts Amherst: University Without Walls 
3. Western Governors University 

By learning more about their approaches, administrators can glean best practices and 
lessons learned, particularly in reaching out to targeted populations, such as adult 
learners. 
 

https://clep.collegeboard.org/about-clep/key-exam-information
https://clep.collegeboard.org/about-clep/key-exam-information
https://www.ibo.org/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/find-an-ib-school/?SearchFields.Region=&SearchFields.Country=US&SearchFields.State=NJ%7cUS&SearchFields.Keywords=&SearchFields.Language=&SearchFields.BoardingFacilities=&SearchFields.SchoolGender=&page=2
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Based on the information gathered, the following analysis presents the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) of these innovative degree programs that 
should be taken into consideration. 
 

Strengths Weaknesses 
• Flexibility in schedule helps 

postsecondary learners 
• Provides more affordable pathways 
• Flexibility in awarding credit for prior 

coursework and life experiences, such 
as up to 90 credits at SNHU 

• Ability to offer a more personalized 
enrollment experience  

 
 

• Often requires action to internet for 
online material 

• Appropriate level of time 
management skills needed for 
distance programs 

• Academic programs may be limited 
• Direct assessment model presents 

challenges for implementation 
• Conflicting message of affordablility 

and disparity in graduation rate for 
Pell and non-Pell recipients 

• Securing approvals from DOE for 
Title IV aid and from accreditor to 
offer high-quality programs 

Opportunities Threats 
• Potential development of 

competency-based programs at NJ 
institutions 

• Partnerships with employers to 
address skills gaps 

 
 

• Competency-based education 
necessitates changing current 
operations 

• Implementation of competency-
based program could impact 
enrollment at NJ institutions 
 

 
 

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU): College for America7 

Program: College for America offers online, competency-based programs where 

students work on real-world projects to build skills. The program targets working 

adults. College for America offers associate and bachelor’s degrees in general 

studies, communications, management, and healthcare management with options 

to complete a set path with due dates or a personalized path where you set your 

time frame.8 They also promotes partnerships with employers emphasizing the 

relevance of their programs.  

 

For more information about the specific College for America plan, visit: 

https://collegeforamerica.org/  

 

https://collegeforamerica.org/
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Funding: Students can be eligible for federal aid; receive grants, loans, military 
benefits, and employer reimbursement. For some programs, such as College for 
America, SNHU provides tuition discounts based on employer, reporting that 60% 
of students graduate debt-free. 

 
Strengths: Affordable, accessible education through innovative online platform that 
allows students the option to progress at their own pace. In addition, the website 
shares that each student “… has their own personal advisor, plus an industry-best 
academic support team to provide subject matter coaching, peer tutoring and 
other services…” (Southern New Hampshire University, 2019).  

 
Challenges: There are a limited number of degree programs offered.  

 
Additional Comments: SNHU is one of the fastest growing institutions, growing by 
1,312.6% from fall 2007 to fall 2017; this represents an increase in students from 
6,439 to 90,955, of which a portion are students enrolled in competency-based 
programs.9 SNHU is heavily marketed spending roughly $139 million in marketing 
in 2018.10 

 
University of Massachusetts Amherst: University Without Walls (UWW)11 
* Note: This is not a competency-based program; however, the flexibility given for prior 
learning assessments and evaluations makes it noteworthy. 
 

Program: Self-designed program of study allowing for online, blended or on-campus 
courses. The program targets adults, particular those who have not finished their 
degree and notes that many of their students are also parents.12  The average age 
of a student in the program is 37. Students work with a degree planning instructor 
to create their plan offering flexibility in awarding credit for prior coursework, 
portfolios, life experience, professional training, military training, and credit exams.  
 
For more information, visit: https://www.umass.edu/uww/  

 
Funding: Students are eligible for federal aid; receive grants, loans, military 
benefits, and employer reimbursement. Cost varies, but are roughly $390 per 
credit for core courses; other credits could cost as much a $475 per credit with a 
flat $1190 fee for prior learning credits.13 

 
Strengths: Flexibility in earning credits through alternative methods (including up 
to 105 credits for prior coursework) and incorporation of portfolio preparation 
into student’s program of study. The program also provides flat fee for prior 
learning portfolios, which could reduce costs based on number of credits earned. 
Students still have the option to utilize online, hybrid, or traditional courses.  
 
Challenges: Because of traditional credit hour program, it does not offer the same 
flexibility as competency-based programs. 

https://www.umass.edu/uww/
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Additional Comments: Graduation rate is not available from National Center in 
Educational Statistics for University Without Walls; however, the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst reports a graduation rate of 80%. Pell grant recipient 
graduation rate is 71.1% and non-recipient of Pell grant graduation rate is 81.1%.14 

 
Western Governors University (WGU)15 

Program: University offers online competency-based education for undergraduate 

and graduate degrees within their schools of Business, Education, Information 

Technology and Health Professions. They target working adults, who want to 

pursue degree without boundaries of time or place, with classes beginning at the 

start of every month.  

For more information, visit: https://www.wgu.edu/about/competency-based-

education.html#close  

Funding: Students are eligible for federal aid; receive grants, loans, military 
benefits, and employer reimbursement. Tuition is charged flat rate each term and 
covers all coursework completed in that time (cost is approximately $3,520 per 
term). 

 
Strengths: Flexible (available 24/7), low cost, and serves diverse student 
populations 

 
Challenges: Graduation rate is 32%. Pell grant recipient graduation rate is 21.0% 
and non-recipient of Pell grant graduation rate is 37.0%.16 

 
Additional Comments: WGU is also a fast-growing institution, which grew by 
993.2% from fall 2007 to fall 2017.17  WGU spent close to $75 million in 
advertising in 2016. 

 
Because competency-based education models represent a change from traditional 
methods for delivering higher education, it would be worthwhile to follow the progress of 
programs like Southern New Hampshire University and Western Governors University, 
especially to learn how to better serve adult learners. This includes consideration of 
factors related to start-up and operational costs, student expenses, student success 
measures and outcomes. In addition, programs like the University Without Walls, and 
more recently, California’s online Calbright College18 (not explored here, as it just began 
in 2019), provide additional insight into how we can remove barriers for students and 
expand how we traditionally think of education.  
 
 
 

https://www.wgu.edu/about/competency-based-education.html#close
https://www.wgu.edu/about/competency-based-education.html#close
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Other Considerations: Modern States Educational Alliance and New Jersey 
Department of Education Option Two 

 
Modern States Education Alliance 

Modern States Education Alliance is a non-profit organization that delivers course 
content to prepare students to take a CLEP exam or AP exam.19 Similar to New Jersey’s 
state higher education plan, Modern States is focused on increasing access to 
postsecondary education and making it more affordable through programs such as 
“Freshman Year for Free.”20   
 

Program: Content is delivered online and is self-paced for students. Every seven 
minutes there is a quiz to ensure students are learning. Videos can be watched at 
different speeds, and transcripts of faculty content can be downloaded. The 
organization promotes courses taught by leading faculty on subject matter.  
 
For additional information, including list of courses, visit their website at: 
https://modernstates.org/  
 
Admission Process: Modern States Educational Alliance is open to all, as students 
simply elect to take an online course and complete coursework and practice 
questions. There is no formal admission process, however, students do have to 
request a test voucher and register to take the appropriate exam paying with the 
voucher received.  
 
Title IV Eligibility: N/A 
 
Funding: The online courses are free to students and funding for CLEP and AP 
exams at completion of course is provided through private organizations. Vouchers 
go directly to the student. In some cases, Modern States has established 
partnerships with school districts and higher education systems to guarantee a 
certain number of vouchers for students.21   
 
Strengths: 76% success rate in CLEP exam, which is approximately 10% over 
national average, as reported by David Vise, Executive Director of MSEA. Data is 
not available on AP tests. Modern States provides a flexible, no-to-low cost option 
for students to earn credits on their own time. Online resources and practice 
exams are free for students. If an AP subject matter is not available in a high school, 
Modern States presents an opportunity for students to still take the AP exam, for 
potential credit at both the high school and college-level.  
 
Challenges: Not all institutions accept CLEP scores or accept the same score 
equivalencies, so students will need to check with their intended institution to 
ensure acceptance of credit (see Appendix A).  
 

https://modernstates.org/
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Additional Considerations: Modern States is working towards integrating 
advising/tutoring into their model and coordinating with institutions of higher 
education would could be integral to its impact. In addition, Modern States is open 
to forming more memorandums of understanding with schools, districts, and/or the 
state to promote the model.  

 
New Jersey Department of Education, Option 2 
 
In keeping with competency-based education for college credit, N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1ii, 
otherwise known as “Option Two” for academic & professional standards,22 served as an 
alternative to traditional high school courses and involved comprehensive experiences 
that enhance student achievement and fulfill the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 
Standards. As described on the NJ Department of Education archives:  
 

Option Two may include, but is not limited to, one or more of the following: 
interdisciplinary or theme-based programs, independent study, magnet programs, 
student exchange programs, distance learning, internships, community service, co-
curricular or extra-curricular programs, and/or other structured learning experiences 
(New Jersey Department of Education, 2017).  

 
In addition, N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1ii (3) permits the recognition of the successful completion 
of an accredited college course that assures achievement of the knowledge and skills 
outlined in the Core Curriculum Content Standards.23 
 
Next Steps for Further Development and Implementation of Competency-Based 
Programs 
 
Based on the working group’s exploration, the following next steps are suggested to 
continue to develop the use of competency-based models in New Jersey: 
 
Practitioners (both at high schools and postsecondary institutions) 

• Share and explore best practices in competency-based opportunity, perhaps 
through the creation of an online platform/expanded inventory of statewide 
programs 

• Consider how competency-based programs can help scale up opportunities to earn 
college credit and/or target special populations, such as students entering school 
from the workplace 

• Establish an advising model that incorporates alternative methods of earning 
credit into guided pathways, mapping pathway to end goal, including options like 
Modern States Educational Alliance CLEP courses and prior learning assessments 

• Promote Modern States Educational Alliance with administrators, personnel, and 
students to inform about opportunities to earn college credit for low or no cost 

• Make information about acceptance of and course equivalencies for competency-
based exams easily available to students 
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State Leaders 

• Recommend greater consistency of minimum test scores accepted for AP, IB and 
CLEP at New Jersey institutions; similar in concept to the Lampitt law, a statewide 
agreement to assist students in transfer from a community college to four-year 
public institution 

• Review and republish guidelines offered for Option 2, NJ Statute 6A:8-
5.1- Graduation requirements, as a general strategy for competency-based 
assessment at the secondary level, which offers a way for students to progress 
toward high school completion  

• Develop an online platform/expanded inventory of alternative ways to earn credit 
for both high school students with AP, CLEP and dual enrollment, and for 
postsecondary students with CLEP and prior learning assessments 

• Develop communication materials detailing competency-based programs or 
organizations like Modern States Educational Alliance, which could provide college 
credits for free 

• Investigate the possibility of a competency-based credential for the high school 
teacher to expand the pool of faculty in high school who can teach dual enrollment 
courses 
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Additional Resources on Competency-Based Programs 
 

Competency-Based Education Network (2018). Quality framework for competency-
based education program: A user’s guide. Retrieved from 
https://www.cbenetwork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/2nd_button_Quality_Framework_Users_Guide_Final_.p
df 

Department of Education (2019). Federal Student Aid Handbook. Retrieved from 
https://ifap.ed.gov/ifap/byAwardYear.jsp?type=fsahandbook&awardyear=2019-
2020 

Fain, P. (2019). Slow growth for competency-based education, but survey finds interest 
and optimism about it. Inside Higher Ed. Retrieved from 
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/01/28/slow-growth-competency-
based-education-survey-finds-interest-and-optimism-about-it 

National Survey of Postsecondary Competency-Based Education (2018). State of the 
Field. Retrieved from https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/National-Survey-of-
Postsec-CBE-2018-AIR-Eduventures-Jan-2019.pdf 

Postsecondary National Policy Institute (2018). Competency-Based Education: An 
introductory primer. Retrieved from https://pnpi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/PNPI_CompetencyBasedEducation.pdf 

Schwartz, N. (2019). Could a regulatory overhaul open up the gates for competency-based 
education? Education Dive. Retrieved from 
https://www.educationdive.com/news/could-a-regulatory-overhaul-open-up-the-
gates-for-competency-based-educatio/550453/ 

Soldner, M. & Parsons, K. (2016). Making the case for competency-based education: Early 
lessons from the field. American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from 
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/downloads/report/Making-the-Case-for-
Competency-Based-Education-May-2016.pdf 

Uranis, J., Erskine, M., Cullum, A., & DeBate, R. (2019). Moving from the legacy student 
hour toward a comprehensive measure of student learning: Examining benefits of a 
competency-based taxonomy of learning. Lumina Foundation. Retrieved from 
https://www.luminafoundation.org/files/resources/moving-from-the-legacy-
student-hour.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.cbenetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2nd_button_Quality_Framework_Users_Guide_Final_.pdf
https://www.cbenetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2nd_button_Quality_Framework_Users_Guide_Final_.pdf
https://www.cbenetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2nd_button_Quality_Framework_Users_Guide_Final_.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/ifap/byAwardYear.jsp?type=fsahandbook&awardyear=2019-2020
https://ifap.ed.gov/ifap/byAwardYear.jsp?type=fsahandbook&awardyear=2019-2020
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/01/28/slow-growth-competency-based-education-survey-finds-interest-and-optimism-about-it
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/01/28/slow-growth-competency-based-education-survey-finds-interest-and-optimism-about-it
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/National-Survey-of-Postsec-CBE-2018-AIR-Eduventures-Jan-2019.pdf
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/National-Survey-of-Postsec-CBE-2018-AIR-Eduventures-Jan-2019.pdf
https://pnpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/PNPI_CompetencyBasedEducation.pdf
https://pnpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/PNPI_CompetencyBasedEducation.pdf
https://www.educationdive.com/news/could-a-regulatory-overhaul-open-up-the-gates-for-competency-based-educatio/550453/
https://www.educationdive.com/news/could-a-regulatory-overhaul-open-up-the-gates-for-competency-based-educatio/550453/
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/downloads/report/Making-the-Case-for-Competency-Based-Education-May-2016.pdf
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/downloads/report/Making-the-Case-for-Competency-Based-Education-May-2016.pdf
https://www.luminafoundation.org/files/resources/moving-from-the-legacy-student-hour.pdf
https://www.luminafoundation.org/files/resources/moving-from-the-legacy-student-hour.pdf
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Appendix A: Score Equivalencies at NJ Institutions for IB, AP, and CLEP 
 

The purpose of this table is to show a preliminary collection of competency score 

equivalencies for public and independent institutions of higher education in New Jersey. 

This table is based on a preliminary search and may not be comprehensive. Additionally, 

higher education institutions may change their policies or website links, so some links only 

lead to the most recent academic catalogs for each school. Please make sure to navigate 

the webpage for the most recent academic catalog. The reader should use this appendix as 

a jumpstart for future research for policy evaluation. 

 The information presented here is not binding, as information may have additional 

caveats further detailed in the institution’s website. For example, some information may 

only apply to incoming freshman students as there may be different policies regarding 

transfer or adult students. Some programs within a higher education institution may have 

different policies regarding awarding of credit or institutions may limit the total number 

of credits that can transfer. Additionally, institutions may limit the time period in which 

credits can transfer or may have referred to the other credits using alternative search 

terms from this Working Group.  

Colleges IB AP CLEP 

The College of New Jersey Yes Yes Yes 
Kean University  Yes Yes 
Montclair State University  Yes*  
New Jersey Institute of Technology Yes Yes Yes* 
New Jersey City University  Yes* Yes* 
Ramapo College of New Jersey Yes Yes Yes 
Rowan University Yes Yes Yes 
Rutgers, The State University of N.J.  - New 
Brunswick** 

Yes Yes  

Rutgers, The State University of N.J.  - Newark Yes* Yes Yes 
Rutgers, The State University of N.J.  - Camden Yes Yes Yes 
Stockton University Yes Yes Yes 
Thomas Edison State University  Yes* Yes 
William Paterson University of New Jersey  Yes Yes 
Atlantic Cape Community College Yes* Yes Yes 
Bergen Community College  Yes Yes 
Brookdale Community College  Yes Yes 
Rowan College at Burlington County Yes Yes Yes 
Camden County College  Yes Yes 

https://advisingresources.tcnj.edu/test-credit/international-baccalaureate/
https://advisingresources.tcnj.edu/test-credit/advanced-placement/
https://advisingresources.tcnj.edu/test-credit/college-level-examination-program-clep/
https://www.kean.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts/school-general-studies/advanced-placement-ap-credits
https://www.kean.edu/clep
https://www.montclair.edu/orientation/family-orientation/family-orientation-guide/engage/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.njit.edu/sites/default/files/NJIT_IB_CREDIT_POLICY.pdf
https://www.njit.edu/sites/default/files/NJIT_AP_CREDIT_POLICY.pdf
https://catalog.njcu.edu/undergraduate/academic-requirements-policies-procedures/advanced-standing-transfer-credit-or-credit-by-examination/
https://catalog.njcu.edu/undergraduate/academic-requirements-policies-procedures/advanced-standing-transfer-credit-or-credit-by-examination/
https://www.ramapo.edu/undergraduate/files/2015/12/IB-Equivalency-2013-new.pdf
https://www.ramapo.edu/undergraduate/files/2015/12/Advanced-Placement-Exam-Equivalent.pdf
https://sites.rowan.edu/registrar/transferring-credits/non-traditional-transfer-credits.html
https://sites.rowan.edu/registrar/_docs/ap-equivalent-guide-updated-7-26-19.pdf
https://sites.rowan.edu/registrar/_docs/clep-equivalency-chart.pdf
https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/degree-requirements/credits/pre-college-credits/international-baccalaureate-examinations-ib
https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/degree-requirements/credits/pre-college-credits/advanced-placement-ap
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/current-students/transfer-student-services/acceptable-transfer-credits
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/current-students/transfer-student-services/acceptable-transfer-credits
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/current-students/transfer-student-services/acceptable-transfer-credits
https://newstudents.camden.rutgers.edu/sites/onsp/files/docs/IB%20Exams%20.pdf
https://newstudents.camden.rutgers.edu/sites/onsp/files/docs/AP%20Scores%20and%20Equivs%20Updated.pdf
https://newstudents.camden.rutgers.edu/sites/onsp/files/docs/CLEP%20EXAMINATIONS%20for%20RUTGERS.pdf
https://stockton.edu/admissions/documents/APcredits2019.pdf
https://stockton.edu/academic-advising/academic-information/documents/CLEP-EXAM-LIST-OCTOBER2015.pdf
https://www.tesu.edu/academics/catalog/ap-tests
https://www.tesu.edu/academics/catalog/clep-college-level-exam-program
https://www.wpunj.edu/admissions/undergraduate/first-year-students/advanced.html
https://www.wpunj.edu/dotAsset/217861
http://www.atlantic.edu/_files/pdf/508-atlantic-cape-catalog-2019-20.pdf
http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/advanced-place.php
http://www.atlantic.edu/admission/testing/clep-exams.php
https://bergen.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2017-2018/Catalog/Admissions-Becoming-a-Student/Transfer-Students/Transfer-from-Bergen/Advanced-Placement-Examinations-AP
http://bergen.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2018-2019/Catalog/Academic-and-Student-Support-Services/Center-for-Student-Success/Transfer-from-Bergen/College-Level-Examination-Program-CLEP
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/recruitment/transfer-to-brookdale/clep-ap-dsst/
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/recruitment/transfer-to-brookdale/clep-ap-dsst/
http://rcbc.edu/registration/transfer-credit-evaluation/tests
http://rcbc.edu/registration/transfer-credit-evaluation/tests
http://rcbc.edu/registration/transfer-credit-evaluation/tests
https://www.camdencc.edu/admissions-financial-aid/priorlearning/advanced-placement/?highlight=advanced%20placement
https://www.camdencc.edu/admissions-financial-aid/testing-center/clep/
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Rowan College of South Jersey    Gloucester- 
Yes 

Cumberland- 
Yes 

Essex County College  Yes Yes 
Hudson County Community College Yes* Yes* Yes* 
Mercer County Community College Yes Yes* Yes* 
Middlesex County College  Yes* Yes* 
Morris, County College of  Yes Yes 
Ocean County College  Yes* Yes* 
Passaic County Community College  Yes* Yes* 
Raritan Valley Community College  Yes Yes 
Salem Community College  Yes* Yes* 
Sussex County Community College   Yes* 
Union County College  Yes* Yes 
Warren County Community College  Yes Yes 
Bloomfield College  Yes* Yes 
Caldwell University Yes Yes Yes 
Centenary University Yes* Yes* Yes* 
Drew University Yes Yes  
Fairleigh Dickinson University Yes* Yes Yes 
Felician University  Yes* Yes* 
Georgian Court University Yes Yes Yes 
Monmouth University Yes Yes Yes 
Pillar College  Yes* Yes* 
Princeton University Yes* Yes  
Rider University Yes Yes Yes* 
College of Saint Elizabeth  Yes* Yes* 
Saint Peter's University Yes* Yes* Yes* 
Seton Hall University Yes Yes  
Stevens Institute of Technology Yes Yes  

*The school does not list a strict class-to-class transference policy online. Students need 

to first contact the school’s academic advising office prior to taking the exam to see if it’s 

accepted and how the credits would transfer. 

** Rutgers University – New Brunswick has several undergraduate schools within it, each 

with different policies on credit acceptance and transference.  

 

 

 

https://www.rcsj.edu/Testing/Gloucester/Credit/clep
https://www.rcsj.edu/SiteAssets/FLYER%20-%20CLEP%202019.pdf
http://www.essex.edu/ap-courses/
http://www.essex.edu/clep-info/
https://www.hccc.edu/uploadedFiles/Pages/Admissions_and_Financial_Aid/2018-19_Web_College_Catalog.pdf
https://www.hccc.edu/uploadedFiles/Pages/Admissions_and_Financial_Aid/2018-19_Web_College_Catalog.pdf
https://www.hccc.edu/CLEPSchedule/
http://www.mccc.edu/admissions_transfer.shtml
http://www.mccc.edu/catalog/catalog_general.shtml
http://www.mccc.edu/catalog/catalog_general.shtml
https://www.course-catalog.com/mcc/2019-2020/content/academic-standards-and-regulations/college-credit-by-examination/102
https://www.course-catalog.com/mcc/2019-2020/content/academic-standards-and-regulations/college-credit-by-examination/102
https://www.ccm.edu/admissions/more-information/ap-exam-information/
https://www.ccm.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/ccmClepPolicy.pdf
https://catalog.ocean.edu/admissions-academic-information/acceptance-credits/
https://catalog.ocean.edu/admissions-academic-information/acceptance-credits/
https://catalog.pccc.edu/policy/section/191/
https://catalog.pccc.edu/policy/section/191/
https://www.raritanval.edu/admissions-information/testing-center/alternative-academic-credit-options
https://www.raritanval.edu/admissions-information/testing-center/alternative-academic-credit-options
https://salemcommunitycollege.sharepoint.com/SCC%20Documents/Shared%20Documents/College%20Catalog/Current%20SCC%20Catalog.pdf?&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9zYWxlbWNvbW11bml0eWNvbGxlZ2Uuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L2cvU0NDJTIwRG9jdW1lbnRzL0VldXJlbnpBdlBkSXIxNE1KNXFMMGw4QkJwNjU2eXMwS1BsRi1xWmQtblpNT2c_cnRpbWU9MWhDUXB6LUwxMGc
https://salemcommunitycollege.sharepoint.com/SCC%20Documents/Shared%20Documents/College%20Catalog/Current%20SCC%20Catalog.pdf?&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9zYWxlbWNvbW11bml0eWNvbGxlZ2Uuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L2cvU0NDJTIwRG9jdW1lbnRzL0VldXJlbnpBdlBkSXIxNE1KNXFMMGw4QkJwNjU2eXMwS1BsRi1xWmQtblpNT2c_cnRpbWU9MWhDUXB6LUwxMGc
https://sussex.edu/media/12331/college-catalog-2019-20.pdf
http://onlinecatalog.ucc.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=1003&hl=%22advanced+placement%22&returnto=search#advanced-placement
https://www.ucc.edu/campus-life/student-services/testing/clep-testing/
http://www.warren.edu/credit-by-exam/
http://www.warren.edu/credit-by-exam/
https://www.bloomfield.edu/sites/default/files/BFCC1213b2.pdf
https://www.bloomfield.edu/sites/default/files/BFCC1213b2.pdf
https://www.caldwell.edu/student-success/advisement/adult-ug-std-exam
https://www.caldwell.edu/student-success/advisement/adult-ug-std-exam
https://www.caldwell.edu/student-success/advisement/adult-ug-std-exam
http://www.centenaryuniversity.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Catalog-2019-2020-final1.0.pdf
http://www.centenaryuniversity.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Catalog-2019-2020-final1.0.pdf
http://www.centenaryuniversity.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Catalog-2019-2020-final1.0.pdf
http://www.drew.edu/registrars-office/about-us/students/transfer-credit/
http://www.drew.edu/registrars-office/about-us/students/transfer-credit/
https://view2.fdu.edu/admissions/international/undergraduate-applicants/florham-ap-policy.pdf
https://view2.fdu.edu/admissions/international/undergraduate-applicants/florham-ap-policy.pdf
https://www.felician.edu/sites/default/files/undergraduate-catalog-2019-2020.pdf
https://www.felician.edu/sites/default/files/undergraduate-catalog-2019-2020.pdf
https://georgian.edu/wp-content/uploads/gcu-ugrad-catalog-1920.pdf
https://georgian.edu/wp-content/uploads/gcu-ugrad-catalog-1920.pdf
https://georgian.edu/wp-content/uploads/gcu-ugrad-catalog-1920.pdf
https://catalog.monmouth.edu/undergraduate-catalog/undergraduate-admission/international-baccalaureate-credit-acceptance/
https://catalog.monmouth.edu/undergraduate-catalog/academic-programs-support-services-regulations/credits-awarded-advanced-placement-exams/
https://catalog.monmouth.edu/undergraduate-catalog/undergraduate-admission/alternative-credit-options/
https://pillar.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/20192020Catalog.pdf
https://pillar.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/20192020Catalog.pdf
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/general-education-requirements/information-advanced-placement-and-advanced-standing
https://odoc.princeton.edu/curriculum/general-education-requirements/information-advanced-placement-and-advanced-standing
https://www.rider.edu/admissions/undergraduate/how-to-apply/ap-credits
https://www.rider.edu/admissions/undergraduate/how-to-apply/ap-credits
https://www.rider.edu/admissions/undergraduate/how-to-apply/first-year-students/ib-course-equivalency
https://www.cse.edu/admissions/special-programs
https://www.cse.edu/admissions/educational-partnerships/credit-by-examination
https://catalogs.saintpeters.edu/undergraduate/generalinformation/admissionsinformation/admissionsinformation.pdf
https://catalogs.saintpeters.edu/undergraduate/generalinformation/admissionsinformation/admissionsinformation.pdf
https://catalogs.saintpeters.edu/undergraduate/generalinformation/admissionsinformation/admissionsinformation.pdf
https://www.shu.edu/undergraduate-admissions/frequently-asked-questions.cfm
https://www.shu.edu/undergraduate-admissions/upload/AP-Credit-Chart.pdf
https://www.stevens.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/accepted-students/apib-and-college-transfer-credit
https://www.stevens.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/accepted-students/apib-and-college-transfer-credit
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Appendix B: High Schools in NJ with Students Enrolled in an IB Course or took an IB 
Exam in 2017-2018 

 

County School District 

BERGEN BERGEN COUNTY VOCATIONAL 

BERGEN CARLSTADT-EAST RUTHERFORD 

BERGEN FORT LEE BORO 

BERGEN TEANECK TWP 

BURLINGTON BURLINGTON CITY 

BURLINGTON BURLINGTON TWP 

ESSEX EAST ORANGE 

ESSEX NEWARK CITY 

ESSEX NEWARK CITY 

ESSEX SOUTH ORANGE-MAPLEWOOD 

HUDSON HUDSON COUNTY VOCATIONAL 

HUDSON JERSEY CITY 

HUDSON UNION CITY 

MIDDLESEX MIDDLESEX CO VOCATIONAL 

MIDDLESEX PERTH AMBOY CITY 

MIDDLESEX SOUTH AMBOY CITY 

MIDDLESEX SOUTH BRUNSWICK TWP 

MONMOUTH FREEHOLD REGIONAL 

MONMOUTH MONMOUTH CO VOCATIONAL 
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MONMOUTH RED BANK REGIONAL 

MONMOUTH SHORE REGIONAL 

MORRIS JEFFERSON TWP 

MORRIS MORRIS HILLS REGIONAL 

MORRIS MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MORRIS WEST MORRIS REGIONAL 

MORRIS WEST MORRIS REGIONAL 

OCEAN BRICK TWP 

OCEAN BRICK TWP 

PASSAIC CLIFTON CITY 

PASSAIC PASSAIC CITY 

PASSAIC PATERSON CITY 

SALEM SALEM CITY 

UNION LINDEN CITY 

WARREN HACKETTSTOWN 

Source: New Jersey Department of Education. (2018). NJ school performance report: 2017-
2018. Retrieved from https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx
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