
New Jersey Advisory Council 
on Traumatic Brain Injury
January 21, 2025



Agenda
Welcome, Introductions, Review of Minutes, Division Updates: 10:00am-10:05am

Peri L. Nearon, MPA, Executive Director, DDS

Brain Injury Alliance of NJ: 10:05am-10:10am

Barbara Chabner, Director of Education & Outreach

TBI Fund Updates: 10:15am-10:20am

Margaret Lumia, PhD, MPD

Survivor Board Future Directions

Presentation on Concussion Management Tools:

Patty Thompson 10:20am-10:50am

Break 10:50am-11:00am

State Action Plan Development: 11:00am-11:30am

Kelly Miller, Senior Manager for Technical Assistance, NASHIA

Open Discussion ïState Action Plan: 11:30am-12:00pm



Welcome, Introductions, 

Review of Minutes, Division Updates

Peri Nearon

Division of Disability Services

10:00 ï10:05
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Brian Injury Alliance of New Jersey 
Update (October-December 2024)

10:05 - 10:10

Barbara Chabner

Director of Education and Outreach



ÅIn-person and virtual workshops 
Å54 workshops, 1,170 attendees
ÅWide range of topics including:
ÅBrain Injury and Mental Health
ÅBrain Injury and Domestic Violence
ÅBrain Injury and Substance Use
ÅConcussion
ÅHeadôs Up, Seniors

Workshops



Workshops-ACL Counties

ÅAtlantic-3

ÅCamden-10

ÅCape May-0

ÅCumberland-0

ÅEssex-2

ÅMercer-6



Community Event 
Exhibiting
ÅCommunity Fairs/Wellness Events 

Å23 events attended

ÅExhibiting- ACL Counties

ÅAtlantic-0

ÅCamden-1

ÅCape May-0

ÅCumberland-0

ÅEssex-1

ÅMercer-5



Coalition/Networking 
Meetings
ÅCommunity Coalition Meetings
ÅCoalition meetings
ÅIndividual networking meetings
Å67 attended

ÅCoalition/Networking-ACL Counties
ÅAtlantic-2
ÅCamden-4
ÅCape May-0
ÅCumberland-0
ÅEssex-1
ÅMercer-5



Professional 
Conference Exhibiting

ÅProfessional Conferences-4 statewide
ÅSchool Health Conference (NJAAP)

ÅEMS Council Conference

ÅNJEA Convention

ÅNJ Association of School Psychologists Fall Conference 
(NJASP)



Webinars and 
Facebook Live
ÅHosted 3 webinars
ÅTrust Systems and Trusting the System: Estate Planning and Brain Injury
ÅVirtual Reality and Brain Injury
ÅDisorders of Consciousness
Å219 attended
ÅUpcoming: Together We Thrive: A Caregiver and Survivor Webinar Mini-

Series

ÅFacebook Live Discussion
ÅDiscussion with a caregiver in recognition of National Family Caregiverôs 

Month
Å318 views



Video Resource Hub

ÅSeries of brief videos related to life after brain injury

ÅTopics include:
ÅDisability Benefits
ÅSocial isolation
ÅWorking after brain injury
ÅTransportation resources
ÅMemory challenges
ÅOrganizational tips

ÅTranslate into Spanish

ÅUpdating written resources



TBI Fund

ÅTBI Fund promoted at presentations/events

Å46 referrals to TBI Fund



Publications

ÅUpdated ñConcussion in the Classroomò guide; printing in 
English and Spanish

ÅWellness After Brain Injury handout

ÅTips for Successful Communication handout

ÅCaregiver resources revised and updated
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TBI Fund Updates

Margaret Lumia, PhD, MPH

Administrator, Disability Health & Wellness/TBI Fund

10:15 - 10:20
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TBI Fund Applicants

New Applicants (16)

V 6 Female, 10 Male

Top County

V Ocean (n=4)

Race/Ethnicity

V White (n=11)

V Hispanic (n=2)

V Black (n=2)

V Prefer not to say (n=1)

Top Causes

V MVC (n=7)

V Falls (n=4)

V Assault (n=2)

2024 Quarter 3
New Applicants (18)

V 10 Female, 8 Male

Top County

V Monmouth (n=3)

Race/Ethnicity

V White (n=9)

V Black (n=4)

V Hispanic (n=2)

V Asian (n=1)

V Prefer not to say (n=1)

Top Causes

V MVC (n=9)

V Struck-by (n=4)

V Falls (n=3)

2024 Quarter 4



TBI Fund Updates

Hired two new staff.

The New TBI Fund online application is active.

The Top Three Service Providers include:

To date, the TBI Fund has paid $809,857 for direct and case

management services.

üOlive Branch ($195,110)

üA Plus ($79,893)

üAdvancing Opportunities ($59,373)

The Review Committee is now in compliance with the Open Public

Meetings Act.
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Survivor Board Future Directions Presentation

Concussion Management Tools

Patty Thompson

10:20 - 10:50



Overview



Centre for Effective Practice, Ontario, Canada Concussion Tool
https: //cep.health/clinical-products/concussion/



Concussion Overview



General Treatment Approach



Assessment and Diagnosis



Assessment and Diagnosis (slide 1 of 2)



Assessment and Diagnosis (slide 2 of 2)



Management and Recovery Plan



Management and Recovery Plan (slide 1 of 3) 



Management and Recovery Plan (slide 2 of 3)



Management and Recovery Plan (slide 3 of 3)



Monitoring and Follow-up





ÅIf Yes, improving

Monitoring & Follow-up Flowchart ( slide 2 of 4)



ÅIf No, Not improving

Monitoring & Follow-up Flowchart ( slide 3 of 4)



ÅImproving, at 4 weeks post concussion?

Monitoring & Follow-up Flowchart ( slide 4 of 4)



Useful Forms: Patient Encounters



Patient Encounter Form: Diagnostic Assessment (slide 1 of 4)



Patient Encounter Form: Diagnostic Assessment (slide 2 of 4)



Patient Encounter Form: Diagnostic Assessment (slide 3 of 4)



Patient Encounter Form: Diagnostic Assessment (slide 4 of 4)



Useful Forms: Return to Activities



Return to Activities Form (slide 1 of 4)



Return to Activities Form (slide 2 of 4):
Red Flags



Return to Activities Form (slide 3 of 4)



Return to Activities Form (slide 4 of 4)



Useful Forms: Symptom Monitoring Log



Resources and References



Patient Resources (slide 1 of 2)



Patient Resources (slide 2 of 2)



Provider Resources (slide 1 of 2 )



Provider Resources (slide 2 of 2)



References



Citation and Permissions
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Break

10:50-11:00
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11:00 ï11:30

State Action Plan Development

Kelly Miller, Senior Manager for Technical Assistance

NASHIA
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Open Discussion on the State Action Plan

11:30 ï11:55
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