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Welcome, Introductions, Review of Minutes, Division Updates   

Presenter: Jacqueline Moskowitz, Interim Executive Director, Division of Disability Services 

 January 21, 2025 minutes were approved. 

 The NJ Advisory Council on TBI, formed under state statute, comprises 26 members 

including providers, survivors, family members, and state agency representatives. 

 A Survivors Board was created to assist in the development of the State Action Plan. 

 US Health and Human Services (USHHS) restructuring led to dismantling of the 

Administration on Community Living (ACL); relevant offices will relocate within USHHS. 

 Legal update: Harry Pizutelli and Maritza Flores were sentenced to 26 months in federal 

prison with restitution to the TBI Fund. CR Krause is serving 87 months. 



 A request for proposal (RFP) was published in January 2025 for Cohort 4 of the Inclusive 

Healthy Communities grant program. Review of submitted proposals is in process with 

the plan to award 14 grants over a 24-month period.  

Brain Injury Alliance of New Jersey (BIANJ) Updates 
Presenter: Barbara Chabner, Director, Education & Outreach 

 BIANJ expanded outreach through 133 workshops with 4,160 attendees; 9 were 
bilingual. 

 Notable presentations: NJ Chapter of AAP, NAMI conference, and state school health 
associations. 

 Hosted 3 webinars for survivors and caregivers (229 professionals attended). 
 Conducted Facebook Live sessions during Brain Injury Awareness Month. 
 Launched a Video Resource Hub with ongoing Spanish translations. 
 101 TBI Fund referrals were made through CARES. 

Legislative Update 
Presenter: Tom Grady 

 Advocacy underway for legislation (Bills S3673 and 82961) enabling individuals to 
denote brain injury status on driver’s licenses, modeled after the autism "Pink Card" 
initiative. 

 Effort supports safer law enforcement interactions through the proposed “blue 
envelope” system. 

TBI Fund Updates 
Presenter: Margaret Lumia, PhD, MPH 

 14 new applicants in Quarter 1, 2025: 4 female, 10 male. Most from Monmouth County. 
 Causes: Falls (8), Motor Vehicle Collisions (3), Struck by (1), Gunshot (1). 
 $2.897M collected via MVC registration surcharge; projected $4M for FY2025. 
 $1.31M spent so far on services. Top providers: Olive Branch, A Plus, Advancing 

Opportunities. 
 Governor issued a proclamation for Brain Injury Awareness Month. 
 Data trends and statistics on NJ TBI to be presented at the next meeting. 

Survivor Board Future Directions: TBI, Concussion, and Aging 
Presenter: Cathy Trapani, Survivor Board Member 

 Emphasized TBI's impact on seniors, particularly via falls and suicide. 
 Noted high TBI-related hospitalization and death rates in individuals aged 75+. 
 Recommends: 

o Stronger healthcare screening for older adults 
o Building interagency connections during care transitions 



o Revisiting TBI Fund lifetime caps 
o Increased education and resources for elderly populations 
o Emphasis on Alzheimer’s risk linked to head injury 

State Action Plan Development 
Presenter: Kelly Miller, Senior Manager, NASHIA 

 Plan language is being revised for clarity and alignment with federal DEI priorities. 
 Sustainability goals: Build systems that continue independently, enhance collaboration, 

and support interagency coordination. 
 Evaluation strategies: Use structured feedback loops, regular document review, and 

clear success metrics. 
 Upcoming focus for May Meeting: breakout groups, finalizing goals and objectives. 
 Key advice: Write action-oriented objectives with a long-term focus. 

  Open Discussion 

No additional items were raised during this session. 

  Adjournment 12:00 pm 

  Next Meeting Date July 15, 2025 


