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The following Decision is distribuled for your information. This Decision has been made in consideration of the specific
facts of this case. This Decision is not to be inlerpreted as establishing any new mandatory policy or procedure otherwise
officially promulgaled.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

FINAL DECISION
OAL DKT. NO. HPW 01887-18 J.G.

AGENCY DKT. NO. C148551009 (HUDSON COUNTY DEPT OF FAM SVCS)

Pelitioner appeals from lhe Respondent Agency's lerminalion of Emergency Assistance {"EA") beneifits, and Ihe
imposition of a six-month period of ineligibility for EA benefits, The Agency terminated Petilioner's EA benefits, and
imposed a six-month EA ineligibility penalty conlending thal she failed to comply with her EA service plan ("SP"),
Because Pelitoner appealed, the matler was transmitted Lo the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On March 1,
2018, the Honorable Mumtaz Bari-Brown, Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, look teslimony, and
admilled documents.

On April 5, 2018, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, reversing the Agency's determination. Here, lhe record reflects

that Petitioner has received 24 months of EA benefils, and has received continued assistance pending the oulcome

of this fair hearing. See Initial Decision at 3. In addition, Petitioner testified thal she and her spouse have applied for
Supplemental Securily Income/Retirement, Survivors and Disability Insurance (*SSI/RSDI") benefits. Ibid. On October
23,2017, Petitioner executed an SP wherein she agreed, among other things, to provide all documenis listed on the

EA 30-day notices. See Initial Decision at 3, see also Exhibit R-1 at 7. On November 28, 2017, Pelitioner received a
30-day notice from the Agency requiring her to provide updated MED-1 forms for her and her spouse. See Exhibit R-1

al 5. The updated MED-1 forms were originally due on or by December 15, 2017; however, an extension had been
granted and Lhe forms were not due unlil December 22, 2017. See Exhibit R-1 at 17. On January 10, 2018, the Agency
terminated Petilioner's EA benefits. and imposed a six-month EA ineligibility penalty, for failing to comply with her SP,
specifically, for not providing updated MED-1 forms and SSI/RSDI status updates. See Initial Decision at 2, 4; see also
Exhibit R-1 at 2, and N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.6(a). However, Pelitioner's file showed that on January 19, 2018, the Agency
approved Pelilioner and her spouse's updated and completed MED-1 forms. See Inilial Decision at 2: see also Exhibils
J-1, J-2. Moreover, the record reflecls thal as of December 27, 2017, Pelilioner had provided the Agency wilh lhe required
SSI/RSDI documeniation, as required by her SP. See Exhibit R-1 al 5. Nevertheless, the Agency lerminaled Pelilioner's
EA benefits on the basis that she failed 1o comply wilh her SP. See Exhibit R-1 at 1-3. Based on the foregoing, | concur
with the ALJ's conclusion thal Pelitoner complied with her SP, and thal the Agency's termination of Pelitioner's EA
benedits, on that basis, and the imposilion of a six-month EA ineligibility penalty, were improper and must be reversed.
See Initia! Decision at 4-5; see a so Exhibit R-1 at 1-3, and N.J.AC. 10:90-6.6(a).

The record also indicales that Petitoner has received 24 months of EA benelits, and as such, has exhausted her lifetime
limil of EA benefits, plus lwo six- month exireme hardship exlensions of EA benefits. See Inilial Decision al 3; see also
N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.4(a). (b), (d). However, because Petitioner and her husband both have 12-month MED-1 forms. and
SSIRSDI applications pending appeal, the ALJ found Pelitioner eligibie for an exlension of EA benefils pursuant 1o the
recently promulgated Provisional Housing Awaiting Supplemental Security Income/Social Securily Disability Insurance
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Eligibility ("PHASE") Pilot Program, contingenl upon Pelilioner providing the Agency with updaled SSIVRSDI slatus
documentalion, and proof of utility payments, as required by lheir SP. See Injtial Decision al 4-5; see also Exhibit R-1 at
7,and N.JA.C. 10:90-6 9. | agree.

No Exceptions 1o the Inilial Decision were received.

As the Direclor of the Dwision of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have considered the ALJ's Initial
Decision. and fol'owing an independent review of the record, | concur with the ALJ's final conciusion in this matter and
hereby ADOPT the Findings of Facl and Conclusion of Law.

Accordingly, the Intial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency's determination is REVERSED.

Officially approved final version. MAY B T mm

MNatasha Johnson
Director
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