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The following Decision is distributed for your information. This Decision has been made in consideration of the specific
facts of this case. This Decision is not lo be interpreted as establishing any new mandatory policy or procedure otherwise
officially promulgated.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

REMAND DECISION
OAL DKT. NO. HPW 05942-18 M.W.

AGENCY DKT. NO. C654078007 (ESSEX COUNTY DIVISION OF WELFARE)

Pelilioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's lermination of Work First New Jersey/Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families ("WFNJ/TANF"), the denial of Emergency Assistance (“EA"), benefils, and the reduction of SNAP benefits. The
Agency lerminated Pelilioner's WFNJ/TANF benefits contending that she was over the income eligibility level for receipt
of said benefits, denied EA beneflils contending thal her apartment failed the inspection required for EA benefits eligibilily,
and reduced Pelitioner’'s SNAP benelits based on a calculation of her income. Because Pelitioner appealed, the matler
was lransmilted lo the Ofiice of Administrative Law for a hearing. On Agril 30, 2018, the Honorable Evelyn J. Marose,
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, look lestimony, and admitied documents. On May 1, 2018, the
ALJissued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination.

No Exceptions to the Initia' Decision were received.

As the Direclor of the Division of Family Development, Deparlment of Human Services, | have reviewed lhe ALJ's Initial
Decision and the record, and | hereby ADOPT the ALJ's Initial Decision, AFFIRM the Agency's determinalion, and
REMAND the malter to the Agency an a imiled basis as discussed below.

Here, lhe record refiects thal the Agency found Petitioner ineligible for continued receipl of WFNJ/TANF benefits, and
lerminaled said benefils, based on Pelitioner's monthly earned income. See Initial Decision at 3; see also Exhibits P-1,
R-1, and N.J.A.C. 10:90-3.1(c), -3 3(b). Petitioner does not dispute her income and ineligibility for WFNJ/TANF benefits.
See Inilial Decision at 3-4. However, Pelitioner disputes the Agency’s denial of EA benefils, coniending that while her
current income may be sufficient to pay her rent for temporary housing and fulure housing, it is insufficient to pay the
securily deposit and {irst month's rent at the time a new lease is signed. [d. al 4. Regardless, lhe ALJ found that because
Petitioner is no longer a WFNJ/TANF benefils recipient, or a Supplemental Securily Income recipient, she is ineligible
for EA benefits. |bid.. see also N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.2(a). Accordingly, the ALJ concluded that the Agency's denial of EA
benefils lo Petitioner was proper and musl stand. Ibid. | agree.

Although the ALJ did not direclly address the reduction of Pelitioner's SNAP benefits, it is clear from the record that,
based on the informalion available to the Agency at the lime it reduced Pelitioner's SNAP benelits, the reduction of her
SNAP beneiits from $355 to $15 per month was correct. See Initial Decision al 2-3; see also Exhibits P-1, R-1, However,
at the hearing, Pelitioner produced documentalion regarding her current housing cosls which now need 1o be considered
in calculating her monthly SNAP benelil amount going forward. See Inilial Decision at 4 n.ii. Therefore, | am remanding
lhe matler lo the Agency solely to reevaluale Pelitioner's monthly SNAP benefit amount.
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Accordingly. the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, the Agency's action is AFFIRMED, and the maller REMANDED to
the Agency on lhe limiled basis as discussed above.
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