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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency’s termination of ("EA”) benefits. The Agency terminated
Petitioner's EA benefits, contending that her monthly income exceeds her monthly housing costs, and
because she is no longer a Supplemental Security Income (“SSI”) benefits recipient. Because Petitioner
appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On March 2,
2021, the Honorable Sarah G. Crowley, Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ"), held a telephonic plenary
hearing, took testimony, and admitted documents. On March 9, 2021, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision,
affirming the Agency’s determination.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As Assistant Commissioner, Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have
reviewed the ALJ’s Initial Decision and the record, and | hereby MODIFY the ALJ’s Initial Decision, and
AFFIRM the Agency's determination, based on the discussion below.

N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.2(a) provides that only Work First New Jersey (“WFNJ") cash recipients and
Supplemental Security Income (“SSI”) recipients are eligible for EA benefits.

Here, the record reflects, and Petitioner acknowledged, that she receives $348 per month in Retirement,
Survivors, and Disability Insurance (“RSDI") benefits, and $1,001 a month in Unemployment Insurance
Benefits (“UIB"), totaling $1,349 in monthly household income. See Initial Decision at 2; see also Exhibit
R-1 at 9-15, 16. The record also reflects that Petitioner's monthly rent is $1,100. See Exhibit R-1 at
1, 9. Based on the foregoing, the ALJ found that Petitioner's monthly income exceeds her monthly
housing costs, and as such, she is ineligible for EA benefits. See Initial Decision at 2-3; see also
N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(a)(1). Accordingly, the ALJ concluded that the Agency’s termination of Petitioner’s
EA benefits was proper and must stand. See Initial Decision at 3; see also Exhibit R-1 at 2-6. 1 agree.

Additionally, the record reflects that the Agency also terminated Petitioner's EA benefits because she is
not a Work First New Jersey (“WFNJ") benefits recipient, and she is no longer a Supplemental Security
Income (“SSI”) benefits recipient, due to her receipt of UIB. See Exhibit R-1 at 2-6. Based on an
independent review of the record, | find that Petitioner is not a WFNJ benefits recipient and is no longer
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an SSI benefits recipient, and as such, she is ineligible for EA benefits. See ExhibitR-1at17, 31-35, see
also N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.2(a). Therefore, | find that the Agency’s termination of Petitioner's EA benefits,
on that basis, was proper and must stand. See Exhibit R-1 at 2-6. The Initial Decision is modified to
reflect this finding.

By way of comment, Petitioner may reapply for EA benefits at such time as her UIB ends.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby MODIFIED, and the Agency's determination is AFFIRMED,
as outlined above.

APR - 1 2021

Officially approved final version.

Natasha Johnson
Assistant Commissioner
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