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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's termination of Emergency Assistance (‘EA")
benefits. The Agency terminated Petitioner's EA benefits because Petitioner had been approved for
Section 8 housing, and EA benefits were no longer required. Because Petitioner appealed, the matter
was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. Hearing dates were initially scheduled
for August 2, and then August 3, 2021, but these dates were rescheduled due to logistical issues with
Petitioner calling in for the proceeding. On August 5, 2021, Petitioner did not call in for the hearing, but
the Agency’s representative was able to contact Petitioner separately by telephone and a telephone
conference was then held with the Honorable Susana E. Guerrero, Administrative Law Judge (“*ALJ"),
Petitioner and the Agency representatives. During that telephone conference, Petitioner admitted to
having signed a lease for Section 8 housing, but stated that he did not want to leave his EA placement, as
he asserted that he was entitled to multiple housing vouchers. See Initial Decision at 2. When Petitioner
became irate, and the ALJ proposed going on the record to proceed with the hearing, Petitioner hung
up and did not call back. The Agency was ready to proceed with the matter, and as Petitioner refused to
remain for the hearing, and did not call back to participate in the proceedings, the ALJ found Petitioner’s
actions tantamount to an abandonment of his request for a fair hearing. lbid. Accordingly, on August
5, 2021, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, dismissing Petitioner's appeal.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As Assistant Commissioner, Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, [ have
reviewed the ALJ's Initial Decision and the record, and | find that Petitioner abandoned his appeal in
this matter and, therefore, | affirm the Agency’s EA termination in this matter.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency’s determination is AFFIRMED.
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Officially approved final version.

Natasha Johnson
Assistant Commissioner
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