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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

FINAL DECISION
OAL DKT. NO. HPW 729217 F.F.

AGENCY DKT. NO. C145819007 (ESSEX COUNTY DIVISION OF WELFARE)

Pelitoner appeals Irom the Respondent Agency's denial of her applicalion for an extreme hardship exiension of
Emergency Assstance ("EA") benefits. The Agency denied Pelitioner EA benefits contending that she had exhausled
her lifetime limit of EA benefits. Because Pelilioner appealed, the matter was transmitted 1o the Office of Administrative
Law for a hearing. On May 25, 2017, the Honorable Leland S. McGee, Adminislralive Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary
hearing, took testimony. and admitted documents.

On May 25, 2017, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination, Here, Petilioner's household
consists of herself and her son, who receives Supplemental Security Income benefits. See Initial Decision at 2. Petitioner
is ineligible for Work First New Jersey cash benelfils due 1o a prior drug offense  Ibid. The record reflects that Pelitioner
has received 14 months of EA benefils as of September 26, 2000. Ibid.; see also Exhibil R-4. Based on lhe foregoing,
the ALJ found that Pelitioner has exhausted her lifetime limit of EA benefits. See Initial Decision at 4; see also N.J.A.C.
10:90-6 4(a). Additionally, the ALJ found that Petitioner does not meet the criteria for an exireme hardship exiension

of EA benefits as set forth at N.J.A.C, 10:90-6 4(b). See Inilial Decision at 4, Therelore, the ALJ concluded that the
Agency’'s denial of EA benefits to Petilioner was proper, and musl be affirmed. Ibid.; see also Exhibits R-1 and R-2. |
agree

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As the Direclor of the Division of Family Development, Depariment of Human Services, | have considered the ALJ's Initial
Decision, and following an independent review of the record, | concur with the ALJ's final conclusion in lhis maller and
hereby ADOPT the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law in this matler.

By way of comment, the Agency shall refer Petitioner to any and all agencies and organizations lhat may be able to assist
wilth her current needs, including Social Services for the Homeless.
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Accordingly, the Initial Decision in this malter 1s hereby ADOPTED and lhe Agency's determination is AFFIRMED.
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Natasha Johnson
Direclor
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