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ST A TE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

FINAL DECISION 

OAL DKT. NO. HPW 01819-18 A.Q. 

AGENCY DKT. NO C166352011 (MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF SOC. SVCS .. ) 

Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's denial of Work First New Jersey/General Assistance ("WFNJ/GA"), 
Emergency Assistance ("EA"). and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program ("SNAP"), benefits. The Agency denied 
Pellt1oner WFNJ/GA benefits contending that she faited to comply with the required 28-day work activity, denied Petitioner 
EA benefits because she was not a WFNJ/GA benefits recipient, and denied Petitioner SNAP benefits contending that 
she failed to come into compliance with a previous SNAP work activity sanction. Because Petitioner appealed , the matter 
was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On February 6, 2018, the Honorable Judith Lieberman. 
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary heanng, took testimony, and admitted documents. 

On February 7, 2018, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination. Here, the record renects 
that Petitioner was sent notice by the Agency of the date and lime that she was required to begin participation in the 
WFNJ 28-day work activity. a prerequisite for WFNJ/GA benefits eligibility. See Initial Decision at 2-3, 6; see also Exhibit 
GA R-4 . The ALJ found. however, that Petitioner failed to attend her scheduled work activtly, and failed to provide good 
cause for such failure. See Initial Decision at 3, 6; see also Exhibit GA R-5. Therefore, the ALJ concluded that the 
Agency's denial of WFNJ/GA benefits to Petitioner was proper and must stand. See Initial Decision at 6-8; see also 
Exhibit GA R-1, and N.J.A C. 10:90-1 .2(f)(8) and -4.1 (a}(1 ). I agree. 

The ALJ further found that, because Petitioner was ineligible for WFNJ/GA benefits, she was also ineligible for EA 
benefits. See Initial Decision at 8: see also N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.2(a). Therefore. the ALJ concluded that the Agency's denial 
of EA benefits to Petitioner was proper and must stand. See Initial Decision al 2, 8; see also Exhibit EA R-1 . J also agree. 

Finally, the record reflects that Petitioner's SNAP benefits were previous1y sanctioned for failure to comply with the 
mandatory work activity. See lnihal Decision at 3-4, 6: see also Exhibit SNAP R-9, and N.J.A.C. 10:87-10.16. Petitioner 
was given an opportunity to come into compliance with her SNAP work activity, have the sanction lifted, and again begin 
receiving SNAP benefits. See Initial Decision at 3-4, 8; see also N.J.A.C. 10:87-10.19(c) To that end, the Agency sent 
Petitioner notice of the dates and times that she must participate in the required work activity. See ln1t1al Decision at 
3-4 , 6; see also SNAP R-2 through SNAP R-4, and N.J.A.C. 10:87-10.4. However, the ALJ found that Petitioner failed 
to attend her scheduled work activity on several occasions. w ithout good cause. See Initial Decision at 4-7: see also 
Exhibits SNAP R-5 through SNAP R-8. Therefore, the ALJ concluded that the Agency's denial of SNAP benefits to 
Petitioner was proper and must stand. See Initial Decision at 8; see also Exhibit SNAP R-9, and N.J A.C. 10:87-10.15, 
-10.16. I again agree. 

No Exceptions to the Initial Decis•on were received. 
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As the Director of the Division of Family Development. Department of Human Services, I have considered the ALJ's Initial 
Decision, and following an independent review of the record, I concur with the ALJ's final conclusion in this matter and 
hereby ADOPT the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law. 

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency's determination is AFFIRMED. 
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Natasha Johnson 

Director 
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