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The following Decision is distributed for your information. This Decision has been made in consideration of the specific
facts of this case. This Decision is not to be inlerpreled as eslablishing any new mandalory policy or procedure otherwise
officially promuigated

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

FINAL DECISION
OAL DKT NO. HPW 03375-18 C.S.

AGENCY DKT. NO. C233313009 (HUDSON COUNTY DEPT OF FAM SVCS)

Petitoner appeals from the Respondent Agency's terminalion of Emergency Assislance ("EA") benefits. The Agency
terminaled Pelitioner s EA benefits conlending thal a member of her assislance unit (*AU") failed lo comply with the EA
service plan ("SP”) by violating sheller rules. Because Pelilioner appealed, the maller was transmitted Lo the Office of
Administralive Law for a hearing. On March 29, 2018, the Honorable JoAnn LaSala Candido, Administrative Law Judge
("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, look teslimony, and admilled documents. On Apri 6, 2018, the ALJ issued an Initial
Decision. reversing the Agency's delermination.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As the Director of the Division of Family Developmenl, Department of Human Services, | have reviewed the ALJ's Inilial
Decision and the record, and | hereby ADOPT the ALJ's Initial Decision, and REVERSE lhe Agency's delermination.

Under the Work First New Jersey ("WFNJ") regulalions, EA benelits are limited to 12 cumulative months during the
lifelime of a case, plus limiled extensions. See N.JA.C. 10:90-6 4(a) and -6.4(b). A WFNJ/Temporary Assislance for
Needy Families ("TANF”) recipient may qualily for up to lwo six-month exlensions of EA benelits when an "exireme
hardship" exisls pursuant lo the criteria sel forth in N.J.A.C. 10:90-6 4(b){1). See N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.4(d). Thus, the
maximum amouni of EA benefits that a WENJ/TANF benelfits recipienl may receive is 24 months.

Here, lthe record rellects thal Petilioner is a WFNJ/TANF benefits recipient who has received al leasl 20 months of EA
benelils, inciuding continued assislance pending the oulcome of this farr hearing. See Initial Decision al 2; see also
Exhibil R-1 at 20-25 The Agency lerminaled Pelilioner's EA benelits because lhe father ol her children, who was part
of Petilioner s assistance unit, failed to comp'y with the SP. See Inilial Decision at 1-2; see also Exhibit R-1 at 1-5,
27.and N.J A C. 10:90-6.6(a) Regardless based on Pelitioner's open Division of Child Protection and Permanency
("DCP&P") case, and confirmed approval for subsidized housing, the ALJ determined hal Petiloner was eligible for an
exlreme hardship exlension of EA benelils, and reversed the Agency’s lermination of said benefils. See Inilial Decision
at 3-4; see also Exhibils P-1, P-2, and N.J.A.C. 10 90-6.4(b). Based on the specific [acts of this case, particularly the
fact that Petitoner s partner is no longer part of her assistance unil, thal she has an open DCP&P case, and thal she
has been approved for subsidized housing, with housing expecled to be available wilhin the next six weeks, | find thal
Pelitioner is eligible for an extreme hardship extension of EA benefits. See Initial Decision al 2-3; see also Exhibits P-1,
P-2, and N.JA.C. 10:90-6 4(b). As such, | concur with the ALJ's ultimale conclusion in this matler. See Initia' Decision
al 3-4. However, Pelilioner is advised that she is only eligible for up to four more months of EA benefits. See N.JA.C
10:90-6 4(a), (b). (d)

F.09,N,C233313009X,0027,000007187430 BARAOD3



As lhe record indicates thal the Petitioner has an open case with the DCP&P, a copy of the Initial and Final Decisions
shall be forwarded to DCP&P.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency's action is REVERSED.
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Nalasha Johnson
Direcler
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