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AGENCY DKT. NO. C194406009 (HUDSON COUNTY DEPT OF FAM SVCS)

Petitioner appeals from ihe Respondent Agency’s denial of Emergency Assistance (“EA") benefils. The Agency denied
Pelitioner EA benelits contending that she had sufficient income lo pay her housing costs. Because Petitioner appealed,
the matter was transmitted lo the Office of Adminislrative Law for a hearing. On January 23, 2018, the Honorable Mumtaz
Bari-Brown, Adminislrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, took testimony, and admitied documents.

On thal same day, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination. Here, the record reflects that
Petitioner's monthly rent is $1,350. See Initial Decision at 2. Pelilioner shares her apartment with her minor child and a
roommate, whose income was inciuded by the Agency in determining Petitioner's eligibility for EA benefits Ibid.; see also
Exhibits R-1, R-3. On January 3, 2018, the Agency denied Pelitioner's EA benelils application, concluding that, logether
wilh the roommale’s income, Pelilioner had sufficient income to pay the rent. See Initial Decision at 2; see also Exhibit
R-1. Although the Agency admitted confusion in the past surrounding whelher the roommale’s income should be included
in delermining Petlitioner’s eligibility for benefits, the ALJ found thal the roommale’s income had properly included by the
Agency. See Initial Decision at 3-4, The ALJ therefore concluded that the Agency’s denial of EA benefits 1o Pelitioner
was proper and must stand. See Initial Decision al 4, see also Exhibit R-1, and N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(a), (b), and (c). |
agree.

No Exceplions 1o the Initial Decision were received. .

As the Drrector of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have considered the ALJ's Initial
Decision, and following an independent review of the record, | concur with the ALJ's final conclusion in this matler and
hereby ADOPT the Findings of Facl and Conclusion of Law.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED and the Agency’s determination is AFFIRMED
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