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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's termination of Emergency Assistance (“EA”)
benefits. The Agency terminated Petitioner's EA benefits contending that he caused his own
homelessness. Because Petitioner appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative
Law for a hearing. On September 27, 2018, the Honorable David M. Fritch, Administrative Law Judge
("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, took testimony, and admitted documents.

On October 2, 2018, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination. Here, the
record reveals that on July 30, 2018, Petitioner, a Supplemental Security Income recipient, was barred
from his home after a Final Restraining Order (“FRO") was entered against him pursuant to the New
Jersey Domestic Violence Act. See Initial Decision at 3; see also Exhibit R-4. Petitioner applied for EA
benefits on August 8, 2018, and the Agency placed him in a motel placement. See Initial Decision at
3; see also Exhibit R-3. However, on August 21, 2018, the Agency terminated Petitioner's EA benefits,
finding that he caused his own homelessness due to the FRO entered against him. See Initial Decision
at 3; see also Exhibit R-2. The ALJ found that the Agency's initial granting of EA benefits to Petitioner
was in error, and affirmed the Agency’s termination of benefits, finding that because Petitioner had an
FRO entered against him and was found to be the perpetrator, not the victim of domestic violence, that
he had caused his own homelessness. See Initial Decision at 3-4; see also Exhibits R-2, R-4, R-6, and
N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(c)(3)(vi). | agree.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As the Direclor of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have
considered the ALJ's Initial Decision, and following an independent review of the record, | concur with
the ALJ's final conclusion in this matter and hereby ADOPT the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law.

Further, because | agree with the ALJ that Petitioner caused his own homelessness, | hereby impose
upon him a six-month period of ineligibility for EA benefits. See N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(c)(3)(vi). As
Petitioner has received continued assistance pending the outcome of this fair hearing, the six-month
EA ineligibility penalty shall begin to run as of the date of issuance of this Final Agency Decision.
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Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED and the Agency's action is AFFIRMED.
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Natasha Johnson
Direclor

F.03,N,C091945003X,0027,000008031608 BARAQO3



