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FINAL DECISION
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AGENCY DKT. NO. C486859007 (ESSEX COUNTY DIVISION OF WELFARE)

Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's denial of Emergency Assistance (“EA") benefits. The Agency denied
EA benefits to Pelitioner contending that she voluntarily quit employment. Because Petitioner appealed, the matter
was transmilted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On February 5, 2018, the Honorable John P. Scollo,
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, took testimony, and admitled documents.

On February 6, 2018, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination. Here, the record reflects
that on January 30, 2018, Pelitioner applied for EA beneiits, in the form of Temporary Rental Assistance (“TRA") to pay
back rent, after being served with a Warrant of Removal by her landlord. See Initial Decision at 2; see also Exhibits R-1,
R-5. Citing N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(c)(3). the Agency denied Petitioner EA benefits, finding (hat Petitioner voluntarily quit her
last employment without good cause. See Initial Decision at 3-4; see also Exhibit R-2, Petitioner leslified thal she left her
job voluntarily to find more profitable employment, as she wasn't receiving enough hours of work. See Initial Decision at
3. Based on the foregoing, the ALJ concurred with the Agency, finding that Petitioner voluntarily quit employment without
good cause. See Initial Decision at 4; see also Exhibit R-2, and N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(c)(3). Therefore, the ALJ concluded
that the Agency's denial of EA benefits to Petitioner was proper and must stand. Ibid. | agree.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As the Direclor of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have considered the ALJ's Initial
Decision, and following an independent review of the record, | concur with the ALJ's final conclusion in this matter and
hereby ADOPT the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law.

As | concur with the ALJ's conclusion that Petitioner voluntarily quit her employment, | hereby impose upon Petitioner a
six-month period of ineligibility for EA benelfits, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.1(c)(3)(vi). See Initial Decision at4. The six-
month EA ineligibility penalty shall run from the effective date of the Agency’s denial notice, January 30, 2018, through
July 29, 2018. See Exhibit R-2.

By way of furlher comment, the Agency shall refer Pelitioner to any and all agencies and organizations that may be able
to assist with her current needs, including Social Services for the Homeless.
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Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency's determination is AFFIRMED.
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Natasha Johnson
Director
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