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The following Decision is distributed for your information. This Decision has been made in consideration of the specific
facts of this case. This Decision is not to be interpreted as establishing any new mandatory policy or procedure otherwise
officially promulgated.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

FINAL DECISION
OAL DKT. NO. HPW 02201-18 V.L.

AGENCY DKT. NO. 653126007 (ESSEX COUNTY DIVISION OF WELFARE)

Pelitioner appeals {rom the Respondent Agency's termination of her Work First New Jersey/General Assistance ("WFNJ/
GA") and Emergency Assistance ("EA") benelits, and the imposition of a six-monih period of ineligibility for EA benefits.
Because Pelitioner appealed, lhe matter was transmitted to the Ofiice of Administrative Law for a hearing. On February
14, 2018, a plenary hearing was scheduled before ihe Honorable Ernest M. Bongiovanni, Adminisirative Law Judge
{"ALJ").

On lhat same day, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision dismissing Pelilioner's appeal. Here, Petitioner and the Agency's
representative appeared before the ALJ on February 14, 2018, for the plenary hearing. See Initial Decision at 2.

Alter a brief d'scussion of the malier off lhe record, the padies were lo discuss a possible selllement and return fo the
courtroom. Ibid. Petitioner did not relurn to lhe courlroom and inslead, left the premises, lbid, As a resull, the ALJ
conciuded thal Petitioner had abandaned the hearing, and dismissed lhe appeal. Ibid.

No Exceplions {0 the Inilial Decision were received.

As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have reviewed the record in
this matler and the ALJ's Initial Decision and, having made an independent evalualion of the record, | hereby ADOPT the
Initial Decision in this maller.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED and the Agency's aclion is hereby AFFIRMED.
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