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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency's denial of an extension of Emergency Assistance 
("EA") benefits. The Agency denied Petitioner an extension of EA benefits, contending that she failed 
to comply with her EA service plan ("SP"). Because PeUUoner appealed, tl,e matter was transmitted 
to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On December 4, 2019, the Honorable Thomas R. 
Betancourt, Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, took testimony, and admitted 
documents. 

On December 10, 2019, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination. Here, 
the record reflects that Petitioner executed an SP, wherein she agreed, among other things, to attend all 
required Agency meetings. See Initial Decision at 5; see also Exhibit R-2. However, the record reflects 
that Petitioner failed to attend several meetings regarding her continued eligibility for EA benefits, 
resulting in the denial of an extension of EA benefits, and her consequent homelessness. See Initial 
Decision at 4-5; see also Exhibit R-1 at 1-3, 6-9, and N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.6(a). Petitioner claimed that 
she failed to attend those required meetings because she has trouble getting her mail, and denied ever 
having received any notice of such meetings from the Agency. See Initial Decision at 3. However, 
the ALJ did not find Petitioner's claim credible, and as such, could not conclude that Petitioner had 
11ul re<;elved ar1y uf llie 11oli<;es se11l lo lier. Id. el 5-G. Moreover, the ALJ found that retitioner was 
aware of the changes in her Work First New Jersey and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits, and that her eligibility for EA benefits was limited to 12 months, yet she failed to contact the 
Agency regarding an extension of her EA benefits untll November 12, 2019, after she had already been 
evicted from her apartment. Id. at 3-6; see also Exhibit R-1 at 4-5, 8-10. Based on the foregoing, the 
ALJ found that Petitioner had failed to apply for an extension of EA benefits when her eligibility for EA 
benefits terminated on July 31, 2019, thereby creating the circumstances that led to her homelessness, 
and as such, concluded that the Agency's November 12, 2019, denial of an extension of EA benefits 
to Petitioner was proper and must stand. See Initial Decision at 6-7; see also Exhibit R-1 at 1-2, and 
N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.6(a). I agree. 

Exceptions to the Initial Decision were filed by Legal Services, on behalf of Petitioner, on December 
12, 2019. 
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As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, I have 
considered the ALJ's Initial Decision, and following an independent review of the record, I concur with 
the ALJ's final conclusion in this matter and hereby ADOPT the Findings of Fact and Conclusion of Law. 

By way of comment, because I concur with the ALJ's conclusion that Petitioner caused her own 
homelessness, I hereby impose upon her a six-month period of ineligibility for EA benefits. See Initial 
Decision at 6-7; see also N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.6(a). Petitioner's six-month EA ineligibility penalty shall run 
from November 12, 2019, the effective date of the Agency's denial, through May 11, 2020. See Exhibit 
R-1 at 1. 

By way of further comment, I have reviewed the Exceptions submitted on behalf of Petitioner, and I find 
that the arguments made therein do not alter my decision in this matter. 

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency's determin<ilion is AFFIRMED. 

Officially approved final version. 

Nclcbl,a Johnson 

Assistant Commissioner 
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