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Petitioner appeals from the Respondent Agency’s denial of Emergency Assistance (“EA”) benetfits. |he
Agency denied Petitioner EA benefits, contending that he failed to plan for housing. Because Petitioner
appealed, the matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On October
6, 2020, the Honorable Joan M. Burke, Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”), held a telephonic plenary
hearing, took testimony, and admitted documents.

On October 7, 2020, the ALJ issued an Initial Decision, affirming the Agency’s determination. Here,
the ALJ found that the Agency had provided legally competent evidence that Petitioner had lived with
his girlfriend in a publicly subsidized apartment for the past two years, and that he had known during
that time that he was nol permilled to reside thero. See Initial Decision at 2-6; sce also Exhibit R-6,
and NJACGC 1-1-155. In May 2020, Pelilioner’s gltlfrlend’s landlord discovered lhal Metitioner was
living in the apartment, and demanded that he leave. See Initial Decision al 2-3. Petitioner has since
been temporarily residing with friends and family. Id. at 3. The ALJ also found that Petitioner had not
shown that he had made any effort to secure his own during such time that he had resided with his
girlfriend. 1d. at 4-5. Based on the foregoing, the ALJ concluded that Petitioner's homelessness was
not due to circumstances beyond his control, and as such, further concluded that the Agency's denial
of EA benefits to Petitioner was proper and must stand. |d. at 6-7; see also Exhibit R-1, and N.J.A.C.
10:90-6.1(¢). I ayree.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received

As Assistant Commissioner, Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have
considered the ALJ’s Initial Decision, and following an independent review of lhe record, | coricur with
the ALJ's final conclusion in this matter and hereby ADOPT lhe Findings of Facl and Conclusion of Law.

By way of comment, because | concur with the ALJ’s conclusion in this matter, | hereby impose upon
Pelilioner & six-month period of inoligibility for CA benefits. See N.J.A.C. 10:90-6 1(c)(3) Petitioner’s
six-month EA ineligibility penalty shall run from August 27, 2020, the effective date of the Agency’s
denial, through February 26, 2021. See Exhibit R-1.
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Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency’s determination is AFFIRMED.
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Officially approved final version.

"r\]‘é'té‘éha Johnson
Assistant Commissioner
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